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Planking in, situps out for 
Navy physical readiness test 

Page 2 


Core 


values 


Reports: White House wanted USS McCain 
‘out of sight’ during Trump’s visit to Japan 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

The White House asked the 
Navy to keep a destroyer named 
for the late Sen. John S. McCain 
“out of sight” during President 
Donald Trump’s visit to the home 
of the 7th Fleet in Japan on Tues¬ 


day, according to reports by The 
Wall Street Journal and The As¬ 
sociated Press. 

However, a 7th Fleet spokes¬ 
man in an email Thursday to 
Stars and Stripes said McCain’s 
name, emblazoned across the tail 
of the ship, was not covered dur¬ 
ing Trump’s stop at Yokosuka 


Naval Base to speak to service- 
members aboard the USS Wasp. 

Cmdr. Clay Doss said photos of 
a tarp over the McCain’s name 
that were referenced by Wednes¬ 
day’s Journal report were taken 
last week. 

SEE MCCAIN ON PAGE 3 
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Navy trades in situps for planking exercises 



Timothy HEAPs/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Sailors assigned to the 3rd Fleet take part in a physical readiness 
test in November. Situps are being dropped from the test and 
planking is being added under new Navy guidelines. 


By Joshua Karsten 
Stars and Stripes 

The Navy is doing away with 
situps and adding a planking ex¬ 
ercise to the physical readiness 
test, the service’s top officer said 
in an early morning announce¬ 
ment Thursday. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Jon Richardson and Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy Russell 
Smith posted the announcement 
on the MCPON’s Facebook page 
after a morning exercise with 
the crew of the destroyer USS 
John Paul Jones in Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii. 

The service is also adding a 
rowing machine option for the 
cardio portion of the test, accord¬ 
ing to the announcement. 

The post stated that the changes 
will take place in 2020 and were 
“based on feedback from the fleet 
and after testing and evaluation.” 

“We’re going to eliminate the 
situps because those have been 
shown to do more harm than 
good,” Richardson said in the 
brief video. 


Planking has several forms, 
but the common forearm plank 
requires the participant to hold a 
position similar to a pushup for an 
extended time, stressing the core 
muscles. 

The Navy physical fitness as¬ 


sessment is broken down into 
two parts: the body composition 
assessment and a physical readi¬ 
ness test that grades sailors based 
on age and completion of pushups, 
situps and a 1.5-mile run or a dif¬ 
ferent cardio option. 


Official guidance has not yet 
been released but comments 
have already poured in on the 
MCPON’s Facebook page. 

“Been waiting for this, situps 
are horrible for the back, planks 
are a much better measure of core 
strength,” a commenter said. 

While the news was met mostly 
with cheers, the announcement 
left some questioning how long 
they will need to plank before the 
pushup and cardio portions. 

“Planks followed by push-ups 
are going to be rough, but I am up 
for the challenge,” another com¬ 
menter said. 

The changes come as other ser¬ 
vices are revamping or reconsid¬ 
ering their fitness test standards. 

The Marine Corps recent¬ 
ly added a rowing option for 
troops who can’t run for medical 
reasons. 

The Marine physical fitness test 
typically includes a 3-mile run, 
crunches and pullups or pushups. 
A separate combat fitness test in¬ 
cludes a sprint, an ammunition 
can lift and a shuttle run involv¬ 
ing various combat-related tasks. 


such as crawls and “buddy drags” 
or carries. 

Earlier this year, the Corps 
increased the minimum scores 
needed to pass both the physical 
fitness test and the combat fitness 
test, reduced rest time between 
events in the combat fitness test, 
and increased the minimum 
number of pullups most female 
Marines would have to do in the 
physical fitness test. 

Meanwhile, the Army is pilot 
testing its new combat fitness 
test, which includes the deadlift, 
a standing power throw and other 
strength-related exercises. It an¬ 
nounced earlier this month that 
it would develop alternative aero¬ 
bic exercises for soldiers whose 
injuries prevent them from com¬ 
pleting the new test, which is ex¬ 
pected to roll out by fall 2020. 

The Air Force is researching a 
method that would plug a value for 
an airman’s 1.5-mile run time into 
an equation that would include 
waist and height measurements. 
Airmen are tested annually with 
a run, pushups and situps. 

karsten.j'oshuadlstripes.com 
Twitter: @joshua_karsten 


Mississippi shipyard expanding for Coast Guard icebreaker 


Associated Press 

PASCAGOULA, Miss. — A shipbuilder 
is expanding on the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
after receiving a $746 million contract to 
make a heavy icebreaker for the U.S. Coast 
Guard. 

VT Halter Marine will invest $37.5 mil¬ 
lion at its Pascagoula shipyard and is ex¬ 
pected to create 900 jobs over the next five 
years, Mississippi officials said Tuesday. 


The state’s economic development 
agency, Mississippi Development Author¬ 
ity, is providing a $12.5 million grant for 
a dry dock and $1.5 million for workforce 
training. 

The Navy announced in April that Hal¬ 
ter Marine received the contract to build 
the Coast Guard’s first new heavy ice¬ 
breaker since 1976. It said most work will 
be done by Halter in Pascagoula, with 


about a quarter of the work in New Orleans 
and Metairie, La. 

Rehabilitation and modernization of the 
Pascagoula shipyard will begin late this 
year, and VT Halter Marine expects to de¬ 
liver the icebreaker in 2024. 

“The company’s new contract will enable 
our country to effectively fulfill missions 
in the world’s polar regions,” Mississippi 
Gov. Phil Bryant said in a news release 


Tuesday. “This is a tremendous victory 
for our state.... Mississippi once again has 
proven our deep and abiding commitment 
to the armed forces.” 

“Our design package, the local work¬ 
force and facilities in Pascagoula set VT 
Halter Marine apart from our competi¬ 
tors and made this win possible,” Ronald 
Baczkowski, the president and CEO of VT 
Halter Marine. 
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EUCOM eyes diplomats' role in exercises 



Austin BERNER/Courtesy of the U.S. Army Reserve 


Italian paratroopers take part in a military exercise at Cerklje ob Krki Airbase, Slovenia, this month. New 
military war games in Europe are being developed in coordination with U.S. diplomats. 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — 
U.S. European Command leaders 
are developing new military war 
games in coordination with some 
unconventional partners: Ameri¬ 
can diplomats in Europe. 

“It provides the reality,” said 
Air Force 
M^. Gen. 
John P. 
Healy, who 
leads EU- 
COM’s ex¬ 
ercises and 
assessments 
division. 
“Before you 
get to any ki¬ 
netic opera¬ 
tions, there 
is going to be a whole-of-govern- 
ment approach that precedes 
everything.” 

During the past several years, 
EUCOM’s war games have grown 
in size and complexity, with thou¬ 
sands of troops taking part in 
exercises along NATO’s eastern 
flank in connection with concerns 
about a more aggressive Russia. 
What’s gotten less attention is 
how commanders would coordi¬ 
nate with their civilian counter¬ 
parts in an unfolding crisis. 

Now, there is a push to bring 
U.S. Embassy teams in Europe 
into the training fold, with mili¬ 
tary and civilian officials coor¬ 
dinating their actions in mock 
crisis management scenarios, 
Healy said. That means bring¬ 


ing in ambassadors and embassy 
teams into exercise scenarios, 
where decisions must be made in 
real time. 

“We need to be faster off the 
mark if something ever occurs 
and we need to carry that speed 
forward,” Healy said. 

“So that speed of communica¬ 
tion, that speed of understanding, 
that speed of decision making. 


that speed of execution, is what it 
all gets down to.” 

Coordinating with embassies 
“is a fact of life, from the Baltics 
to Israel,” Healy said. “We abso¬ 
lutely have to incorporate that 
into the exercises.” 

So far, embassies in Bulgaria, 
Greece and Italy have taken part 
in the exercises, and the effort is 
expected to expand to other diplo¬ 


matic missions in the future. 

The behind-the-scenes coordi¬ 
nation with diplomats is the latest 
tweak in what has been a five- 
year push at EUCOM headquar¬ 
ters to upgrade its ability to lead 
in a crisis. EUCOM’s transfor¬ 
mation began soon after Russia’s 
2014 intervention in Ukraine, a 
move that prompted U.S. military 
commanders to focus training on 


combat, along with command and 
control skills. 

These were second nature dur¬ 
ing the Cold War but had atro¬ 
phied in the years since, officials 
had said. 

A high-profile aspect of that ef¬ 
fort is EUCOM’s summer series 
of military exercises, now under¬ 
way, that brings together air, sea 
and ground troops and numerous 
allied contingents that conduct 
flashy live-fire exercises and 
large-scale troop movements. 

This summer, U.S. and allied 
forces will be in Bulgaria, Croa¬ 
tia, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Ro¬ 
mania, Slovenia and Ukraine for 
drills like Saber Guardian, which 
brings together 8,000 troops next 
week. 

For EUCOM, a key aspect of 
the drills is ensuring the military 
can communicate up and down 
the chain of command when 
faced with high-end combat. 
Built into the exercises are cy¬ 
berattacks and the need to oper¬ 
ate in a degraded communication 
environment, which has become 
an area of focus as the Pentagon 
shifts its attention to countering 
technologically sophisticated ad¬ 
versaries like Russia and China 
that have the ability to disrupt al¬ 
lied communication. 

“For us, it’s imperative we 
work on and continually improve 
our ability to effectively commu¬ 
nicate in C2, command and con¬ 
trol,” Healy said. 

vandiver.iohn@strTpes.com 

Twitter: @john_vandiver 


McCain: Late senator, Trump often foes 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The tarp was taken down before Trump ar¬ 
rived, he said. 

“All ships remained in normal configuration 
during the president’s visit,” Doss said. 

According to the Journal report, a May 15 email 
from an unnamed U.S. Indo-Pacific Command of¬ 
ficial to Navy and Air Force officials dealing with 
preparations for Trump’s visit to Yokosuka stated: 
“USS John McCain needs to be out of sight.” 

The email’s existence was confirmed by the AP, 
which spoke to U.S. officials Wednesday on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because they were not autho¬ 
rized to discuss private email correspondence. 

Two U.S. officials told the AP that all the ships 
in the harbor were lined up for Trump’s visit, and 
they were visible from the Wasp. The officials 
said, however, that most of their names probably 
could not be seen since they were side by side but 
that the name of the McCain could be seen from 
the pier. 

Asked if the tarp was meant to block Trump’s 
view of the ship, the officials said it had been 
placed on the ship for maintenance and removed 
for the visit. 

The president and McCain — a former Navy 
pilot who survived five and a half years as a pris¬ 
oner of war in Vietnam — were often political 
foes. During the 2016 election campaign. Trump 
said McCain was “not a war hero,” and that “I 
like people who weren’t captured.” 

Trump took periodic swipes at McCain after 
his August death from brain cancer, sometimes 
citing the late senator’s vote in July 2017 against 
legislation to repeal the Obama-era Affordable 
Care Act. 

“I’m not a fan of John McCain and that’s fine,” 
Trump told Fox News in March. 


The USS John S. McCain was originally named 
for the late senator’s grandfather, naval aviator 
and World War II Pacific commander Adm. John 
S. McCain Sr., and his father, former Pacific Com¬ 
mand chief Adm. John S. McCain Jr. 

The late Sen. McCain’s name was added to the 
ship in July 2018. 

It is still undergoing repairs at Yokosuka for 
extensive damage caused by a 2017 collision near 
Singapore that killed 10 sailors. 

Trump mentioned a half-dozen warships in his 
Memorial Day speech to servicemembers aboard 
the Wasp at Yokosuka, but not the McCain. 

After the Journal’s story was published. Trump 
tweeted: “I was not informed about anything hav¬ 
ing to do with the Navy Ship USS John S. McCain 
during my recent visit to Japan. Nevertheless, @ 
FLOTUS and I loved being with our great Mili¬ 
tary Men and Women — what a spectacular job 
they do!” 

In Jakarta, Indonesia, on Thursday morning, 
acting Defense Secretary Pat Shanahan told re¬ 
porters, “When I read about it this morning, it 
was the first I heard about it.” Asked if he would 
investigate, Shanahan said he would need to know 
more first. 

McCain’s daughter, Meghan, tweeted Wednes¬ 
day that Trump will “always be deeply threatened 
by the greatness of my dad’s incredible life.” 

She added, “There is a lot of criticism of how 
much I speak about my dad, but nine months 
since he passed. Trump won’t let him RIP. So I 
have to stand up for him. 

“It makes my grief unbearable.” 

Information from The Associated Press was used in this 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


NY wholesaler charged with 
selling counterfeit uniforms 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

A New York clothing wholesaler 
is accused of selling $20 million 
worth of Chinese-made counterfeit 
U.S. military uniforms and other 
gear to the Department of Defense, 
other government purchasers and 
companies that supply the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment, according to the Justice 
Department. 

Ramin Kohanbash, 49, of Brook¬ 
lyn, N.Y, was charged May 21 in 
US. District Court in Providence, 
R.I., with conspiracy to commit 
wire fraud and trafficking in coun¬ 
terfeit goods, the department said in 
a statement. 

The Justice Department alleges 
that Kohanbash and others provided 
samples of actual military uniforms 
and gear to manufacturers in China 
to replicate. 

The department also alleges that 
Kohanbash and his co-conspirators 
provided, reviewed and approved 
photographs, descriptions and sam¬ 
ples of tags and labels to be attached 
to the knockoff products so the coun¬ 
terfeit versions appeared legitimate, 
the department said. 

“In many instances, this pro¬ 
cess allegedly involved copying the 
trademarks and brand names of ac¬ 
tual U.S.-made products and adding 


them to the foreign counterfeit ver¬ 
sions,” the department said. 

The Chinese-made knockoffs 
were shipped to Kohanbash and sold 
to other wholesalers who ultimately 
marketed and sold them to military 
and government buyers as genuine, 
American-made products, the de¬ 
partment said. 

By law, goods sold to the mili¬ 
tary and certain other government 
buyers must be made in the United 
States or certain other designated 
countries. China is not one of those 
countries, the department said. 

Items Kohanbash arranged to 
counterfeit included 200 military 
parkas used by Air Force personnel 
in Afghanistan, the department al¬ 
leges. The counterfeit parkas lacked 
special fabric designed to make the 
genuine articles difficult to detect 
with night vision equipment. 

Other counterfeit clothing includ¬ 
ed labels falsely stating that the item 
was flame-resistant, the department 
said. 

Kohanbash, who could face as 
much as 10 years in a federal prison 
for trafficking in counterfeit goods 
and five years on the charge of con¬ 
spiracy to commit wire fraud, is 
scheduled to appear before a magis¬ 
trate June 12, the department said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Statue to inspire combat control campus 


Air Force’s lone post-9/11 recipient of MOH honored 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The life- 
sized statue of Master Sgt. John 
Chapman, the Air Force’s lone 
post-9/11 recipient of the Medal 
of Honor, will be the image that 
students and cadre see as they 
enter or leave the service’s school 
for future combat controllers. 

The statue of the bearded, com¬ 
bat-outfitted Chapman was set to 
be unveiled Thursday morning 
at the service’s Combat Control 
School. 

It was modeled on photos from 
his days in Afghanistan before he 
was killed in action on March 4, 
2002, atop a snow-capped moun¬ 
tain where he held off scores 
of al-Qaida terrorists so other 
American troops could escape. 
The two-day firefight would come 
to be known as the Battle of Rob¬ 
erts Ridge. 

Air Force officials hope the 
statue will inspire generations of 
the service’s elite ground fighters, 
responsible for directing air and 
artillery strikes from battlefields 
where they work alongside elite 
special operators such as Navy 
SEALS and Army Green Berets 
and Rangers. 

“When students come in and 
out every day this is what they 
will see, and it reminds students, 
that, ‘Hey, you might have to 
make this sacrifice.’ It’s perfectly 
placed within the squadron,” said 
Air Force M^. Michael Bain, 
commander of the 352nd Spe¬ 
cial Warfare Training Squadron, 
which trains combat control stu¬ 
dents and special operations of¬ 
ficers. “It’s a piece of pride ... to 
know that those that came before 
you in the same squadron did the 


same things that you are doing, 
which are still occurring, and 
they are part of that family.” 

The Chapman statue will sit 
at the entrance into the 352nd’s 
headquarters building on Pope 
Army Airfield at Fort Bragg, N.C., 
alongside a display of the Medal 
of Honor that Chapman’s fam¬ 
ily was presented in August. The 
medal was an upgrade of the Air 
Force Cross that he was initially 
awarded after dying in combat. 

The dedication on Thursday 
was to feature top Air Force of¬ 
ficials, including the service’s 
vice chief, Gen. Stephen Wilson. 
Chapman’s family, including his 
widow, Valerie Nessel, intended 
to attend. 

“It is particularly impactful 
that John’s legacy is standing 
guard over the future of our com¬ 
bat control community — a com¬ 
munity I consider to be family, 

” Nessel said in a statement. 
“I hope John’s dedication and 
sacrifice continue to inspire the 
next generation of heroes who 
are answering the call to serve 
and protect our nation. And that 
they always remember the stories 
of those who have gone before 
them, so their names are never 
forgotten.” 

The upgrade of Chapman’s Air 
Force Cross last summer to the 
Medal of Honor was the result of 
a yearslong, painstaking review 
of his actions atop Takur Gar 
mountain between March 3 and 
4, 2002. Air Force officials last 
year detailed the massive review, 
which included combat footage 
taken from American drones and 
interviews with servicemembers 
who fought with Chapman on the 
ground and from the air. 


That probe revealed Chapman 
— unconscious and believed dead 
by his fellow troops — had been 
left alone on the mountain after a 
helicopter crashed and the mis¬ 
sion had gone awry. However, 
Chapman later regained con¬ 
sciousness and fought off enemy 
attackers for an hour before a he¬ 
licopter carrying an assault force 
of Army Rangers approached. 

He then, from the protection of 
a chest-high. World War Il-style 
pillbox bunker, took it upon him¬ 
self to charge forward, turning 
his back on an enemy machine 
gun, and fired on two fighters pre¬ 
paring to launch rocket-propelled 
grenades at the incoming helicop¬ 
ter, which military officials cred¬ 
ited with saving the lives of those 
Army Rangers and others. 

Chapman, whose death was 
the result of nearly a dozen gun¬ 
shot wounds, according to the Air 
Force, was among seven Ameri¬ 
cans killed in the battle. He was 
the second servicemember to re¬ 
ceive the Medal of Honor for ac¬ 
tions during that battle. 

A technical sergeant at the 
time of his death. Chapman was 
posthumously promoted to mas¬ 
ter sergeant. 

Bain, who was a senior airman 
at the time of Chapman’s death, 
said he looked up to the 36-year- 
old, 17-year Air Force veteran as 
a friend and a mentor. 

They first met in 1997 and spent 
several years working together in 
the 24th Special Tactics Squad¬ 
ron, the Air Force’s most elite 
commando team. The two shared 
an interest in classic cars and in 
bettering themselves as combat 
controllers. 

“Everything was easy to him,” 



Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Air Force Tech. Sgt. John Chapman, a combat controller, was 
killed during a fierce battle against al-Qaida fighters in Takur Gar, 
A^hanistan, on March 4, 2002. 


the new statue. “He was unique. 
It’s kind of weird to have the 
brawn and the brains, you know. 
And he did. I wanted to be him.” 


Bain said Wednesday in an inter¬ 
view. “The No. 1 attribute you look 
for [in] people within the (special 
operations forces) community is 
humility. The man humbled him¬ 
self every day. He would say he 
works very hard to be mediocre. 
He wasn’t mediocre. He excelled 
at everything.” 

Chapman was the first friend 
Bain would lose in combat. 

“I’m just glad [Chapman] will 
be here again,” the mqjor said of 
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National Guard whistleblower alleges retaliation 



Associated Press 

MADISON, Wis. — A Wiscon¬ 
sin Air National Guard sergeant 
whose complaints about sexual 
assault within his unit sparked 
two federal investigations be¬ 
lieves his commanders are now 
trying to force him out of the 
service and deny him retirement 
benefits in retaliation. 

Master Sgt. Jay Ellis filed a 
complaint on May 20 with the 
Wisconsin National Guard inspec¬ 
tor general’s office alleging that 
Guard officials have transferred 
him out of his unit and launched 
an in-depth review of his medical 
history in preparation for trying 
to force a medical discharge. Such 
a move would deny Ellis full-time 
retirement benefits. 

“At this point I have no one who 
I can trust and it is a daily cause of 
anxiety,” Ellis wrote in the com¬ 
plaint. “I have tried to do the right 
thing by the personnel in my unit 
who are still suffering in the toxic 
and hostile environment outlined 


in my original complaint.” 

Wisconsin National Guard 
spokesman Joe Trovato didn’t 
immediately respond to an email 
seeking comment. 

Ellis sent U.S. Sen. Tammy 
Baldwin, D-Wis., a letter in No¬ 
vember saying he had learned 
of at least six instances of sexual 
harassment or sexual assault 
against female members of the 
115th Fighter Wing’s Security 
Forces Squadron. The complaint 
led Baldwin to request a U.S. Air 
Force investigation. 

Baldwin and Gov. Tony Evers, a 
Democrat, also requested federal 
National Guard officials conduct 
a top-to-bottom review of how the 
Wisconsin National Guard han¬ 
dles sexual assault allegations. 
Both probes are underway. 

Ellis wrote in his complaint to 
the inspector general’s office that 
Col. Matthew Eakins, the secu¬ 
rity squadron’s top commander, 
transferred him out of the squad¬ 
ron and placed him on adminis¬ 


trative duty in January. 

Ellis wrote that he initially 
thought the transfer was designed 
to protect him from reprisals 
from other squadron members 
and that the move would be tem¬ 
porary, but that he later learned 
that Guard officials blocked his 
access to security squadron fa¬ 
cilities, a rare move if a member 
was expected to return after a 
temporary assignment. 

He also had to remove his gear 
from a security unit locker as 
part of a locker room upgrade but 
wasn’t given a new locker. Instead 
he was given a locker in a locker 
room for lower-ranking officers. 

Guard officials also began an 
in-depth review of his medical 
history in November, Ellis wrote 
in the complaint. They eventually 
prepared a memo for an Air Force 
medical review board listing his 
medical issues that the Guard has 
been aware of since he joined 18 
years ago, including pain in his 
feet. He argued in the complaint 


that the problems have long since 
been resolved and any restric¬ 
tions on his physical training 
have been lifted, but that Eakins 
still recommended in the memo 
to the medical review board that 
Ellis not be retained. 

Ellis said in the interview that 
he’s two years away from retir¬ 
ing with full benefits. A medical 
discharge would deny him those 
benefits, particularly the right to 
collect half his salary for the rest 
of his life. 

In 2017, the Army, Navy, Air 
Force and Marines received a 
total of 5,864 reports from mili¬ 
tary members who said they had 
been sexually assaulted during 
their service, according to De¬ 
partment of Defense figures. 

The Wisconsin National Guard 
received 52 reports of sexual as¬ 
sault between 2013 and 2017, with 
more than half related to military 
service. The Guard has launched 
two court-martials for sexual as¬ 
sault since 2013. 
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US weaponry in China's sights amid trade war 



SeongJoon CHo/Bloomberg 


The U.S. Air Force’s F-35A stealth fighter is among the weaponry that relies on rare- 
earth metals, the great majority of which are controlled by China and could come into 
play in the U.S. trade war with China. 


By Pratish Narayanan 
AND Joe Deaux 
Bloomberg 

China’s grip on the global market for 
rare-earth metals gives it the ability to 
target American weaponry in its trade war 
with the U.S. 

Everything from Lockheed Martin 
Corp.’s F-35 Joint Strike Fighter jet to 
guided missiles and lasers used to deter¬ 
mine targets rely on the elements to per¬ 
form key functions. China accounts for as 
much as 95% of global output and the U.S. 
relies on the Asian nation for 80% of its 
rare-earths requirement. 

Rare earths, which despite the name are 
more widely available than precious met¬ 
als in the Earth’s crust, have been thrust 
into the spotlight by a series of media re¬ 
ports in China signaling Beijing is gearing 
up to use the minerals as a counter in its 
trade battle with Washington. Tit-for-tat 
tariffs on a slew of commodities including 
soybeans, natural gas and aluminum have 
already roiled global markets and threat¬ 
ened global economic growth. 

“The fact that rare earths are on the 
menu again means China is using its most 
powerful political tool in the resources 
space,” said Simon Moores, managing di¬ 
rector at Benchmark Mineral Intelligence, 
an industry researcher. “Rare earths are a 
niche specialty and critical to the Defense 
Department.” 

The U.S. imported $160 million worth of 
rare-earth metals and compounds in 2018, 
an increase of 17% from the prior year but 


down from $519 million of refined rare- 
earths in 2012, according to the U.S. Geo¬ 
logical Survey. 

Each F-35 Lightning II aircraft — con¬ 
sidered one of the world’s most sophisti¬ 
cated, maneuverable and stealthy fighter 
jets — requires approximately 920 pounds 
of rare-earth materials, according to a 
2013 report from the U.S. Congressional 
Research Service. It’s the Pentagon’s most 
expensive weapons system and the first 
fighter designed to serve all three branch¬ 


es of the U.S. military. 

Rare earths including yttrium and terbi¬ 
um are used for laser targeting and weap¬ 
ons in Future Combat Systems vehicles, 
according to the Congressional Research 
Service report. Other uses are for Stryker 
armored fighting vehicles. Predator drones 
and Tomahawk cruise missiles. 

The Pentagon didn’t immediately re¬ 
spond when asked about the issue. 

The Department of Defense accounts for 
about 1% of total U.S. consumption of rare 


earths, according to a 2016 report from the 
U.S. Government Accountability Office. 
Still, “rare earths are essential to the pro¬ 
duction, sustainment, and operation of U.S. 
military equipment. Reliable access to the 
necessary material, regardless of the over¬ 
all level of defense demand, is a bedrock 
requirement for DOD,” the GAO said. 

The elements are also found in iPhones, 
electric vehicles and wind turbines, and 
rare-earth permanent magnets are used in 
miniature motors or generators that allow 
windscreen wipers, electric windows and 
power steering to function. 

While China uses rare earths “to strike 
fear into the heart of Washington, D.C. poli¬ 
ticians,” Moores said his research firm has 
been trying to ease concerns over its other 
uses in areas. Growth in rare-earths con¬ 
sumption is flat, and lithium-ion batteries 
— which use other critical raw materials 
that China is the biggest exporter of—will 
grow tenfold over the next decade, he said. 

Still, the U.S. does still face a shortage. 
While America mines about 3,000 to 4,000 
metric tons of rare-earth concentrates 
each month, it exports almost all of that 
to China, leaving it entirely dependent on 
supplies from abroad. 

“The headline is that this is a trade war, 
but what if longer term, beneath the trade 
issues we get locked into a war for technol¬ 
ogy domination in the 21st century? There 
are no rulebooks here,” said Dan Mc- 
Groarty, the founder of Carmot Strategic 
Group, a consulting company that advises 
on rare-earths and critical minerals. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Saudi Arabia 
asks nations to 
respond to Iran 



Amr Nabil/AP 


A man reads a newspaper with pictures of Saudi King Salman, right, and Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman at the press center for the Arab and Islamic summits in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, on Thursday. 


By Aya Batrawy 
Associated Press 

JIDDAH, Saudi Arabia — 
Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister 
on Thursday urged Muslim na¬ 
tions to confront with “all means 
of force and firmness” recent 
attacks in the Persian Gulf that 
U.S. and some Arab officials have 
blamed on Iran. 

Ibrahim al-Assaf made the 
comments at a preparatory meet¬ 
ing of foreign ministers of the 
57-nation Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, or OIC, ahead of a 
trio of summits in the kingdom’s 
holy city of Mecca. 

Saudi Arabia hastily called 
for the meetings in response to 
the spike in tensions with its key 
rival, Iran. 

That King Salman could quick¬ 
ly bring regional leaders and 
heads of state to Mecca so rapidly 
reflects the kingdom’s weight in 
the region and its desire to proj¬ 
ect a unified position on Iran. 


The summits coincide with 
the final days of the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan, a time of in¬ 
tense worship when Muslims be¬ 
lieve the Quran was first revealed 
to the Prophet Muhammad some 
1,400 years ago. 

Saudi Arabia will seek to use 
the optics of the Mecca gather¬ 
ings to send a clear and powerful 
message to Iran, which is also a 
member of the OIC. 

In his opening remarks, al- 
Assaf said the alleged sabotage 
of oil tankers off the coast of the 
United Arab Emirates and a drone 
attack on a Saudi oil pipeline by 
Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthi reb¬ 
els in recent weeks threaten the 
global economy and endanger re¬ 
gional and international security. 

“We should confront it with all 
means of force and firmness,” he 
said. 

Upon their arrival at the air¬ 
port, each leader was shown 
Houthi military items, such as 
a destroyed drone, missiles and 


mortar shells used in the con¬ 
flict with the Saudis. The leaders 
were given a brief explanation of 
the weapons on display by Col. 
Turki al-Maliki, spokesman for 
the Saudi-led coalition at war in 
Yemen. 

An Iranian official was at the 
OIC meeting where al-Assaf 
spoke Thursday, but Iranian For¬ 
eign Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif did not attend. 

Iran denies being involved in 
the attacks, which come amid 
heightened tensions between 


Tehran and the U.S. The crisis 
has its root in the Trump admin¬ 
istration’s decision to withdraw 
last year from Iran’s nuclear deal 
with world powers. 

The first of the three sum¬ 
mits will start with a meeting of 
the six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council on Thursday evening. 

Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Nasser A1 Thani 
was expected to attend, making 
it the highest-level visit to Saudi 
Arabia by a Qatari official since 
2017, when the kingdom and three 


other Arab states cut off ties with 
the tiny energy-rich Gulf state 
over its foreign policies. 

The GCC meeting will be im¬ 
mediately followed with an emer¬ 
gency summit of the 22-nation 
Arab League, minus Syria whose 
membership remains suspended. 

The third and final summit, 
on Friday, is expected to focus 
largely on Palestinian statehood 
and independence. It will bring 
together leaders from the 57-na- 
tion OIC, which is headquartered 
in Saudi Arabia. 



Rahmat Gul/AP 


A NATO soldier stands guard during a graduation ceremony 
Thursday at the Afghan Military Academy in Kabul, Afghanistan, after 
a blast tai^eting the academy killed at least six people. 


Top US, Russian diplomats 
discuss ending Syrian war 


6 killed in 
blast near 
academy 
in Kabul 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A sui¬ 
cide bomber targeting a military 
academy in Kabul killed at least 
six people and wounded six oth¬ 
ers on Thursday, the Interior 
Ministry said. 

No militant group immediately 
claimed responsibility for the 
bombing but both the Taliban 
and Islamic State militants regu¬ 
larly target Afghan forces. The 
Mashal Fahim academy, located 
in a western Kabul neighborhood, 
has been attacked in the past. 

The Interior Ministry said a 
soldier had noticed a suspicious 
person and as he approached 
him, the attacker detonated his 
explosives near the academy. 

If the bomber had come closer, 
the number of casualties could 
have been much higher, a security 
official said, adding that the acad¬ 
emy cadets were getting ready to 
leave for their weekend. The of¬ 
ficial spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity in line with regulations. 

Police quickly sealed off the 
attack site. Ferdus Faramarz, 


spokesman for the Kabul police 
chief, said an investigation was 
underway. 

Last year, ISIS militants at¬ 
tacked the academy — sometimes 
called “Sandhurst in the Sand” in 
reference to the famous British 
school — and killed at least 11 
troops. It’s named for Moham¬ 
med Fahim, the country’s late 
vice president and a military 
commander of the Northern Al¬ 
liance that fought the Taliban. 
It was inaugurated in 2013 and 
British troops in Afghanistan 
oversaw the establishment of 
the academy’s officer school and 
training program. 

The academy was also the site 
where Army M^ Gen. Harold J. 
Greene lost his life — the highest- 


ranking U.S. military officer to be 
killed in the wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. Greene, then deputy 
commander of NATO’s transition 
force in the country, was shot and 
killed by an Afghan soldier in a 
so-called “insider attack” that 
was later claimed by the Taliban 
in August 2014. 

Separately, the Interior Min¬ 
istry said Thursday that Afghan 
special forces rescued at least 28 
people from a Taliban-run prison 
in Nawbahar district in southern 
Zabul province in the morning 
hours. It said 16 civilians and 12 
members of the security forces 
were freed in the operation, 
which involved a gunbattle with 
the Taliban that also left two in¬ 
surgents dead. 


By Edith M. Lederer 

Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS — Top 
U.S. and Russian diplomats dis¬ 
cussed the step-by-step imple¬ 
mentation of a 2012 road map 
to U.N.-supervised elections in 
Syria that could allow a Syrian 
government “to move back into 
the international community,” 
the U.S. envoy for the war-torn 
country said Wednesday. 

Ambassador James Jeffrey’s 
comments indicated a new U.S.- 
Russian engagement on efforts to 
end the eight-year Syrian conflict 
that has killed more than 400,000 
people and lift Syria’s isolation in 
the West and elsewhere. 

Jeffrey cautioned that “this is 
just a potential way forward.” He 
noted there have been no steps 
such as a cease-fire in the last 
rebel-held stronghold in Idlib 
that the Trump administration 
is demanding or the convening of 
a committee to draft a new con¬ 
stitution for Syria as called for in 
the road map. 

Such steps “would give us con¬ 
fidence that the (Bashar) Assad 
regime actually understands 
what it must do to help end this 
conflict,” he told reporters after a 
closed Security Council meeting 
on Syria’s political situation. 

Jeffrey, the U.S. special repre¬ 


sentative for Syria engagement, 
spoke of discussions that he and 
Secretary of State Mike Pom- 
peo had in the Russian Black 
Sea resort of Sochi in mid-May 
with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Foreign Minister Ser¬ 
gey Lavrov. 

“In terms of working with the 
Russians in Sochi, we believe that 
there is a sincere interest in find¬ 
ing a solution to this conflict,” 
Jeffrey said. “But this is going to 
take hard decisions — hard deci¬ 
sions not only by us but hard de¬ 
cisions by the Russians and hard 
decisions, most of all, by the Syr¬ 
ian regime.” 

The June 30, 2012, Geneva 
agreement on a blueprint for 
peace in Syria was approved by 
representatives of the UN., Arab 
League, European Union, Tur¬ 
key and all five veto-wielding 
Security Council members — the 
US., Russia, China, France and 
Britain. 

If there is no cease-fire in Idlib, 
Jeffrey said, the U.S. is looking at 
“a set of primarily economic and 
diplomatic steps that will con¬ 
tinue to keep this regime under 
pressure — and as long as the 
Idlib situation continues, we will 
look for ways to heighten that 
pressure.” 
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^Ql^nri^horl ourth nnllPu’ Crop fires, a weapon of war for 
OtUltllCU CdlUl |IUIIty ISIS, ruin Iraqi, Syrian harvests 



Together for Jarniyah/AP 


Syrians work to extinguish a fire in a field of crops in Jaabar, Raqqa province, Syria, on Tuesday. Many 
crop fires in Iraq and Syria are being blamed on militants and Syrian government forces. 


By Salar Salim 
AND Sarah El Deeb 
Associated Press 

IRBIL, Iraq — It was looking to 
be a good year for farmers across 
parts of Syria and Iraq. The wet¬ 
test in generations, it brought rich, 
golden fields of wheat and barley, 
giving farmers in this war-torn 
region reason to rejoice. 

But good news is short-lived 
in this part of the world, where 
residents of the two countries 
struggle to cope with seemingly 
never-ending violence and tur¬ 
moil amid Syria’s civil war and 
attacks by remnants of Islamic 
State. Now, even in areas where 
conflict has subsided, fires have 
been raging in farmers’ fields, de¬ 
priving them of valuable crops. 

The blazes have been blamed 
on defeated ISIS militants seek¬ 
ing to avenge their losses, or on 
Syrian government forces bat¬ 
tling to rout other armed groups. 
Thousands of acres of wheat and 
barley fields in both Syria and 
Iraq have been scorched by the 
fires during the harvest season, 
which runs until mid-June. 

“The life that we live here is al¬ 
ready bitter,” said Hussain Attiya, 
a farmer from Topzawa Kakayi 
in northern Iraq. “If the situation 
continues like this, I would say 
that no one will stay here. 

“I plant 500 to 600 acres every 
year. Next year, I won’t be able 
to do that because I can’t stay 
here and guard the land day and 
night.” 

ISIS militants have a history of 
implementing a “scorched earth 
policy” in areas from which 
they retreat or where they are 
defeated. 

It’s “a means of inflicting a col¬ 
lective punishment on those left 
behind,” said Emma Beals, an in¬ 
dependent Syria researcher. 

ISIS militants claimed respon¬ 
sibility for burning crops in their 
weekly newsletter, al-Nabaa, say¬ 
ing they targeted farms belong¬ 
ing to senior officials in six Iraqi 
provinces and in Kurdish-admin¬ 
istered eastern Syria, highlight¬ 
ing the persistent threat from the 
group even after its territorial 
defeat. 

ISIS said it burned the farms of 
“the apostates in Iraq and the Le¬ 
vant” and called for more. 

“It seems that it will be a hot 
summer that will burn the pock¬ 
ets of the apostates as well as 
their hearts as they burned the 
Muslims and their homes in the 
past years,” the article said. 

Hundreds of acres of wheat 
fields around Kirkuk in north¬ 
ern Iraq were set on fire. Several 
wheat fields in the Daquq district 
in southern Kirkuk burned for 
three days straight last week. 

Farmers in the village of Ali 
Saray, within Daquq’s borders, 
struggled to put out the blazes. 
The militants had laid land mines 
in the field, so when help arrived 
in the village of Topzawa Kakayi, 
the explosives went off and seri¬ 
ously wounded two people, ac¬ 
cording to the local agriculture 
department and farmers. 

In eastern Syria’s Raqqa prov¬ 


ince, farmers battled raging fires 
with pieces of cloth, sacks and 
water trucks. Piles of hay burned 
and black smoke billowed above 
the fields. 

The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights said more than 
74,000 acres of farmland in Has- 
sakeh, Raqqa and all the way to 
Aleppo province to the west were 
burned. 

Activist Omar Abou Layla said 
local Kurdish-led forces failed to 
respond to the fires in the prov¬ 
ince of Deir el-Zour, where ISIS 
was uprooted from its last ter¬ 
ritory in March, deepening the 
crisis. 

Other residents accuse the 
Syrian government, which used 
to earn millions from the wheat 
trade in eastern Syria, of sparking 
the fires to undermine the Kurd¬ 
ish-led administration, which 
now operates independently of 
the central government. 

Kurdish authorities acknowl¬ 
edge they have few capabilities to 
deal with the arsons. 

In Raqqa, where most of the 
residents rely on agriculture, 
farmers were preparing for a 
good harvest. Ahmed al-Hash- 
loum heads Inmaa, Arabic for 
Development, a local civil group 
that supports agriculture. He said 
rainfall levels were more than 
200% higher than last year, caus¬ 
ing many to return to farming. 

But what promised to be a good 
year turned into a “black one,” 
said al-Hashloum, who said west¬ 
ern Raqqa was worst hit by the 
fires. All it takes is a cigarette 
butt to set haystacks on fire, he 
pointed out. 

“It doesn’t need a bomb or 
fuel,” he said. 

Estimates based on local farm¬ 
ers suggest that nearly 25,000 
acres in Raqqa province were set 
on fire, valued at $9 million, he 
said. 

But state media blamed the 
raging fires, including in govern¬ 
ment controlled areas, on ris¬ 
ing temperatures. In Raqqa, the 


state-run Ikhbariya TV alleged 
Kurdish-led authorities prevented 
firefighters from reaching the rag¬ 
ing fires, without explaining why. 

In western Syria, a government 
military offensive against the 
country’s last rebel stronghold 
has also left thousands of acres of 
farms in ashes in what activists 
and experts say is a calculated 
move to deny the locals livelihood 
and force them to leave the en¬ 
clave, home to 3 million people. 


Beals, the Syria expert, said 
the government used similar 
tactics when it besieged Daraya 
and eastern Ghouta, other rebel 
areas outside the Syrian capital, 
Damascus, eventually forcing the 
fighters to surrender as early as 
2015 and 2016. 

Throughout the conflict, vari¬ 
ous warring parties have used 
food crops as a way of controlling 
the population. 

Beals said crop burning in 


rebel-held Idlib province in 
northern Syria is likely the latest 
chapter in this playbook and “will 
impact food security and the abil¬ 
ity to eke out a small living for 
some.” 

She added that the scale of crop 
burning is much larger in Idlib 
than other areas. 

One Idlib activist, Huthaifa al- 
Khateeb, estimated that as much 
as 60% of 185,000 acres of wheat 
and barley have been burned. 
Olive and pistachio groves have 
largely been spared, he said. 

Satellite images provided by 
the Colorado-based Maxar Tech¬ 
nologies show significant damage 
to crop fields in Idlib and Hama, 
calling it a “scorched earth 
campaign.” 

The U.N. said the fires are 
threateningto disrupt normal food 
production cycles and potentially 
reduce food security for months 
to come. Whether intentional or 
collateral damage, crop burning 
on this scale will damage soil and 
have adverse effects on the health 
of civilians in the province, where 
respiratory diseases are already 
high in the overcrowded western 
Syrian enclave. 

Syria had suffered a dire pre¬ 
war draught that left the country 
and the region that traded with it 
in a worsening food insecurity. 
The crop burning remains local¬ 
ized and can’t be compared to 
pre-war devastation, Beals said. 

“However, it is only the begin¬ 
ning of the summer and if the 
fires continue it could lead to a 
crisis,” she said. 
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Trump lashes out at Mueller, alleging bias 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


Special counsel Robert Mueller speaks at the Department of Justice in Washington on Wednesday about 
the Russia investigation. 


By Eric Tucker, 
Michael Balsamo 
AND Chad Day 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump blasted spe¬ 
cial counsel Robert Mueller on 
Thursday, calling him a “never 
Trumper” who led a biased in¬ 
vestigation on Russia’s interfer¬ 
ence in the 2016 election and 
failed to investigate his oppo¬ 
nents who didn’t want Trump to 
be president. 

Trump’s eruption came a day 
after Mueller pointedly rejected 
his repeated claims that he was 
cleared of obstruction of justice 
allegations and that the two-year 
inquiry was merely a “witch 
hunt.” 

The president also offered 
mixed messages on Russia’s ef¬ 
forts to help him defeat Democrat 
Hillary Clinton, first tweeting 
that he had “nothing to do with 
Russia helping me get elected,” 
then minutes later, telling report¬ 
ers, “Russia did not help me get 
elected.” 

Trump said Mueller, who is a 
Republican, was “conflicted” and 
should have investigated law en¬ 
forcement officials who the presi¬ 
dent claims tried to undermine 
him. 

“Robert Mueller should have 
never been chosen,” Trump said. 


adding falsely that Mueller want¬ 
ed the FBI director job, but the 
president told him no. 

Mueller, who was appointed 
special counsel by Trump’s Jus¬ 
tice Department, was previously 
FBI director, appointed by Re¬ 
publican President George W. 


Bush. 

Speaking to reporters on the 
White House South Lawn, Trump 
insisted that he’s been tough on 
Russia and that Moscow would 
have preferred Hillary Clinton as 
president. The special counsel’s 
report said Russian interference 


in the election helped Trump de¬ 
feat Clinton, 

Asked about impeachment by 
Congress, he called it a “dirty 
word” and said he couldn’t imag¬ 
ine the courts allowing him to be 
impeached. “I don’t think so be¬ 
cause there’s no crime,” he said. 


Mueller said Wednesday that 
charging Trump with any crime 
in court was “not an option” be¬ 
cause of federal rules, but he used 
his first public remarks on the 
Russia investigation to empha¬ 
size that he did not exonerate the 
president. 

“If we had had confidence that 
the president clearly did not com¬ 
mit a crime, we would have said 
so,” Mueller declared. 

The special counsel’s remarks 
on indicting Trump marked a 
counter to criticism, including by 
Attorney General William Barr, 
that Mueller should have reached 
a determination on whether the 
president illegally tried to ob¬ 
struct the probe by taking ac¬ 
tions such as firing FBI Director 
James Comey. 

He said he believed such an ac¬ 
tion would be unconstitutional. 

Mueller did not use the word 
“impeachment” but said it was 
the job of Congress, not the crim¬ 
inal justice system, to hold the 
president accountable for any 
wrongdoing. 

Mueller said his work was com¬ 
plete and he was resigning to 
return to private life. Under pres¬ 
sure to testify before Congress, 
Mueller did not rule it out. But he 
seemed to warn lawmakers that 
they would not be pulling more 
detail out of him. His report is his 
testimony, he said. 


Levees strained as Arkansas River stays at record levels 


By Hannah Grabenstein 
Associated Press 

FORT SMITH, Ark. — The Arkansas 
River held steady at record levels Thurs¬ 
day morning, putting enormous pressure 
on aging levees and offering little relief to 
areas enduring historic flooding. 

In Fort Smith, Arkansas’ second-largest 
city, officials expected hundreds of homes 
to flood, while in nearby Van Buren, of¬ 
ficials warned that a levee protecting a 
mostly rural area was “showing signs of 
significant leakage and deterioration.” 


Across the border in Oklahoma’s Musk¬ 
ogee County, the conditions have already 
prompted the evacuations of more than 
2,400 people and flooded nearly 1,100 
homes, according to the local emergency 
management department. 

In Illinois, Gov. J.B. Pritzker activated 
the National Guard to respond to recent 
severe flooding. 

Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson said 
Wednesday that more than 400 homes have 
been voluntarily evacuated because of the 
flooding. The Republican said he directed 


another $250,000 in state funds toward the 
flood response and requested federal as¬ 
sistance from the Trump administration. 

At least one death in Arkansas has been 
blamed on the flooding. 

“This is a flood of historic magnitude. 
It surpasses all Arkansas River flooding 
in our recorded history,” Hutchinson said 
Wednesday at a news conference with 
state emergency officials. “That should be 
enough to get everybody’s attention.” 

The rush of water was hitting Arkansas 
as the Army Corps of Engineers releases 


water from a hydroelectric dam northwest 
of Tulsa, Okla., to help drain the swollen 
Keystone Lake reservoir. The reservoir 
drains a watershed of more than 22,000 
square miles in areas of northeastern 
Oklahoma and southeastern Kansas that 
have been hit by heavy rain. 

The Corps said Wednesday that the re¬ 
leases would be reduced by Saturday to 
150,000 cubic feet per second. Officials 
said that measure would help the floodwa- 
ters begin to recede but that it would take 
days, if not weeks. 


Several prosecutors pushing back on 
enforcing new state anti-abortion laws 



Rick Bowmer/AP 


Salt Lake County (Utah) District Attorney Sim Gill is among several 
prosecutors who said they would not prosecute doctors who violate 
restrictive new state abortion laws. 


By Sudhin Thanawala 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — New state abor¬ 
tion laws likely to become bogged 
down in legal challenges face an¬ 
other potential obstacle: prosecu¬ 
tors who refuse to enforce them. 

The Associated Press reached 
out to nearly two dozen district 
attorneys across seven states, and 
several said they would not file 
criminal charges against doctors 
who violate the laws. Even a few 
who left open potentially charg¬ 
ing doctors said they would not 
prosecute women for having an 
abortion, which some legal ob¬ 
servers say could be a possibility 
under Georgia’s law. 


“I am never going to enforce a 
law that’s unconstitutional, and 
furthermore, especially not one 
that targets women and girls,” 
said David Cooke, chief prosecu¬ 
tor in Macon, Ga., about 80 miles 
southeast of Atlanta. 

The four district attorneys 
who said they would not enforce 
the laws at all cited the Supreme 
Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade deci¬ 
sion legalizing abortion nation¬ 
wide, saying their states’ abortion 
laws clearly conflict with that 
decision. 

The new laws, which are not yet 
in effect, take aim at Roe in hopes 
that a new conservative majority 
on the court will overturn it. 


In Salt Lake City, Utah, Dis¬ 
trict Attorney Sim Gill said he’s 
received angry calls from some 
residents since announcing that 
he would not prosecute doctors 
for any violations of Utah’s ban 
on abortion after 18 weeks. Gill’s 
county includes the state’s only 
two abortion clinics. 

“I called some of them back, 
and I said to them, ‘This isn’t 
about my politics, but let me ask 
you, do you want me to use the 
authority of my office to violate 
the constitutional rights of some¬ 
body?”’ he said during a recent 
phone interview. 

The pushback highlights the 
vast authority of elected prosecu¬ 


tors and raises the potential for 
uneven enforcement of abortion 
laws within states. 

Other prosecutors were criti¬ 
cal of decisions not to enforce the 
law. 

John Melvin, acting district 
attorney in Cobb County, an At¬ 
lanta suburb, said in a statement 


that prosecutorial discretion is 
important. 

“It does not allow prosecutors 
to ignore whole cloth the laws 
that our legislature passes. To do 
so would violate their oath to en¬ 
force the laws as well as their eth¬ 
ical obligations to do the same,” 
he said. 
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Police chiefs call 
for meeting over 
immigrant issues 


By Tom Jackman 

The Washington Post 

MIAMI — The police chiefs of 
America’s largest cities on Thurs¬ 
day called on the federal Depart¬ 
ment of Homeland Security to 
meet with them as their depart¬ 
ments struggle with the influx of 
immigrants from the southern 
border. 

The chiefs said they want to 
hear how federal immigration au¬ 
thorities plan to deal with relocat¬ 
ing immigrants to their cities and 
how they will handle “sanctuary 
city” status declared by local gov¬ 
ernments, and the police want a 
voice in the federal policymaking 
process. 

The M^or Cities Chiefs Asso¬ 
ciation, comprising the chiefs and 
sheriffs of the 69 largest law en¬ 


forcement agencies in the United 
States, formed an immigration 
working group at its meeting 
here, led by Houston police Chief 
Art Acevedo, who has openly op¬ 
posed a Texas law banning sanc¬ 
tuary cities. 

Acevedo and other chiefs here 
said they do not take immigra¬ 
tion status into account when 
performing their duties, only 
whether someone is breaking the 
law or has been a crime victim. 
They see immigration enforce¬ 
ment as a federal responsibility, 
not one for local police. 

“From our perspective, there 
is no such thing as a ‘sanctuary 
city’ in terms of taking action 
against those who would do harm 
to members of our communities,” 
Acevedo said in an interview. 

Police have long felt that taking 



Courtesy of the Major Cities Chiefs Association 


Houston police Chief Art Acevedo presides over a meeting of the Major Cities Chiefs Association in 
Miami on Wednesday at which immigration issues were discussed. 


on immigration enforcement by 
routinely checking a person’s sta¬ 
tus will deter immigrants from 
reporting crime or cooperating 
with investigations. Acevedo said 
there had been a nearly 43 per¬ 
cent drop in reporting of sexual 
assaults in Houston by its His¬ 
panic community in 2017. 

The chiefs’ working group 
wants to discuss the federal policy 
on Immigration and Customs En¬ 
forcement civil detainers for un¬ 
documented immigrants, which 


a number of police departments 
and jails have refused to recog¬ 
nize since they are not criminal 
warrants. They also want to talk 
about the issue of notifying ICE 
before releasing prisoners who 
have immigration detainers. 

“The immigration authorities 
have to pick them up,” Acevedo 
said. “We don’t turn them over.” 

Some chiefs told Acevedo that 
their local social service agen¬ 
cies are being overwhelmed by 
busloads of suddenly relocated 


immigrants. 

“There needs to be a sense of 
urgency, when we see asylum- 
seekers that are being distributed 
throughout the country,” Aceve¬ 
do said. “We need to know what is 
the plan and what is the impact on 
public safety. We need to be part 
of the discussion because while 
immigration enforcement is a fed¬ 
eral issue, these decisions have an 
impact on the safety and security 
of the American people, and that 
is our primary responsibility.” 


Report: Pollution is ‘significant’ problem at 401 national parks 



Half Dome is seen from Glacier Point inside Yosemite National Park 
in 2017. Hazy skies due to air pollution at Yosemite are among the 
environmental issues at national parks cited in a new report. 


By Michael McGough 

The Sacramento (Calif.) Bee 

More than 96% of national 
parks assessed in a recent report 
are “plagued by significant air 
pollution problems,” and some 
of California’s most iconic parks 
are among the most troubled, 
according to one of the nation’s 
largest nonprofit conservation 
associations. 

The National Parks Conserva¬ 
tion Association said in its May 
“Polluted Parks” report that 401 
of 417 national parks that were 
looked at suffered from air pollu¬ 
tion-related problems in at least 
one of four areas: climate change, 
damage to nature, visibility and 
air that is unhealthy to breathe. 

That report noted that in 2018, 
four California parks — Sequoia, 
Kings Canyon and Joshua Tree 
national parks and Mojave Na¬ 
tional Preserve — measured 
“unhealthy” air conditions for 
visitors and park rangers more 
than two months out of the year. 
The worst days are usually in the 
summer. 

“Much of the air pollution in 


these parks comes from vehicles 
and the agriculture industry in 
the San Joaquin Valley — one of 
the most polluted areas in the na¬ 
tion — where residents are fre¬ 
quently exposed to unsafe air,” 
the report reads. 

Unhealthy air was measured 
in NPCA’s report in terms of 
high ozone levels. Air pollution 
at those four California parks is 


Brian van der Brug, Los Angeles Times/TNS 


at times worse than that found in 
cities like Los Angeles and Hous¬ 
ton, the report claims. 

Sequoia and Kings Canyon got 
an F grade in healthy air in a 2015 
pollution report by NPCA, which 
ranked them tied for the No. 1 
most air-polluted national park. 

The report claims that temper¬ 
atures at national parks are ris¬ 
ing at double the rate of the US. 


as a whole, “threatening the very 
existence of namesake features at 
Glacier, Joshua Tree and Saguaro 
National Parks.” 

Climate change, the report says, 
is “intensifying flooding, drought 
and wildfires.” All three have had 
an especially large presence in 
California over the past decade. 

NPCA’s report also alludes to 
hazy skies at Yosemite and Se¬ 
quoia National Park, the latter of 
which frequently sees days where 
visibility is cut down by 90 miles 
due to air pollution. 

The study says unhealthy air is 
a “significant” problem at 85% of 
the 417 parks monitored; harm to 
nature at 88%; hazy skies at 89%; 
and climate change at 80%. 

In proposing possible solutions 
for those issues, the report sharp¬ 
ly criticizes Trump administra¬ 
tion environmental policies for 
reversing progress made by the 
Clean Air Act, first implemented 
in 1963. 

“The Trump administration 
has grossly limited public pro¬ 
cess and environmental review of 
new oil and gas leases while fast- 
tracking development proposals. 


including one from the Bureau of 
Land Management in California 
that would open 1.6 million new 
acres to drilling.” 

The recent BLM plan in ques¬ 
tion could have an impact at 
Yosemite, Sequoia and Kings 
Canyon national parks, the Santa 
Monica Mountains National Rec¬ 
reation Area and other California 
parks, NPCA says. 

NPCA is a nonpartisan advo¬ 
cacy group on behalf of national 
parks, with more than 1.3 million 
members and supporters, accord¬ 
ing to its website. 

NPCA’s Polluted Parks report 
is subtitled, “How America is 
Failing to Protect Our National 
Parks, People and Planet from 
Air Pollution.” 

Its final section notes that so¬ 
lutions currently being imple¬ 
mented include a number of pilot 
programs, including Yosemite’s 
Zero Landfill Initiative, an effort 
to significantly reduce landfill 
waste. 

The data used in the report 
comes from the National Park 
Service and Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency. 
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Dems' policy blitz lacking on immigration 



AP photos 


Democratic presidential candidates Julian Castro, left, and Beto O’Rourke are the only 
two 2020 contenders who have released detailed, written policies on immigration. 


By Will Weissert 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Democratic presi¬ 
dential contenders are in a feverish battle 
to one-up each other with ever more am¬ 
bitious plans to beat back global warming, 
curb gun violence, offer universal health 
care coverage, slash student debt and pre¬ 
serve abortion rights. Largely left out of 
the policy parade: immigration. 

The field of 24 candidates is united in 
condemning President Donald Trump’s 
support for hard-line immigration tactics, 
particularly his push to wall off as much 
of the U.S. border with Mexico as possible, 
roll back asylum rights for refugees and 
since-suspended efforts to separate immi¬ 
grant children from their parents. But only 
two contenders — former Obama Housing 
Secretary Julian Castro and former Rep. 
Beto O’Rourke — have released detailed, 
written policies addressing the future of 
the immigration system. 

The dearth of formal policy plans signals 
the challenge that immigration could pose 
for Democrats. White House hopefuls can 
easily rally their party’s base with broad, 
passionate attacks on what they see as 
Trump’s failures, but it’s riskier to grapple 
with the complexity of immigration. 

Trump, meanwhile, has tapped into fer¬ 
vor around immigration to energize his 
own supporters and has worked to seize on 
it as an issue of strength — territory Dem¬ 
ocrats risk ceding to him ahead of 2020 if 
they don’t find a way to go deeper. 

“For the most part, the Democrats aren’t 
even trying to make the case to a centrist 


voter of what a reasonable immigration 
plan would look like,” said Ali Noorani, ex¬ 
ecutive director of the Washington-based 
National Immigration Forum, which works 
with faith leaders and law enforcement to 
promote the value of immigration. Unde¬ 
cided voters “know that Trump’s simplis¬ 
tic approach to this isn’t working,” Noorani 
said, “but they’ve got nowhere else to go.” 

The issue isn’t likely to recede as the 
presidential campaign intensifies. Much 
of the Democratic field is heading this 
weekend to California, home to the largest 
Hispanic population in the U.S., for a state 
party convention. Meanwhile, the U.S. Bor¬ 
der Patrol has said it plans to fly hundreds 
of immigrant families out of Texas as it 
struggles to process the large numbers of 
Central American families that are reach¬ 
ing the U.S. border with Mexico and asking 
for asylum. 

Castro called in April for ending crimi¬ 


nalization of illegal border crossings en¬ 
tirely. O’Rourke didn’t go that far in a plan 
he unveiled Wednesday, instead pledging 
to use an executive order to mandate that 
only people with criminal records be de¬ 
tained for crossing into the U.S. illegally. 

O’Rourke also promised to send thou¬ 
sands of immigration attorneys to the bor¬ 
der to help immigrants with asylum cases 
while wiping out Trump polices separat¬ 
ing immigrant families and banning travel 
to the U.S. from several mostly Muslim 
countries. 

Other 2020 hopefuls have mostly focused 
on criticizing Trump rather than offering 
deeply articulated alternatives. Former 
Vice President Joe Biden, the early Dem¬ 
ocratic front-runner, has called Trump 
administration immigration policies an ex¬ 
ample of the president’s “demonization” of 
entire groups of people, but he hasn’t made 
the topic a top issue. 


New York Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand has 
laid out a case for “comprehensive immi¬ 
gration reform” on her campaign website 
while Sens. Amy Klobuchar, of Minnesota; 
Cory Booker, of New Jersey; and Kamala 
Harris, of California, have all previously 
voted for or sponsored plans to loosen im¬ 
migration rules. 

Then there’s Massachusetts Sen. Eliza¬ 
beth Warren, who has issued a steady 
stream of sweeping plans on such issues 
as forgiving nearly all student debts and 
offering free tuition at public universities 
but hasn’t released a written immigration 
proposal. Spokesman Chris Hayden noted 
Wednesday that Warren has previously 
praised Castro’s plan and said the sena¬ 
tor supports an immigration overhaul that 
creates a pathway to citizenship for immi¬ 
grants in the country illegally, including 
those who came to the U.S. as children. 

The Trump administration has proposed 
its own overhaul that would bolster border 
security while creating a “merit-based” 
immigration system prioritizing people 
with in-demand job skills rather than rela¬ 
tives of people already in the U.S. But that 
was largely seen as symbolic, and the pres¬ 
ident has repeatedly returned to his calls 
for extending the US.-Mexico border wall 
and imposing stricter immigration policies 
to excite supporters. 

Feelings on the issue, meanwhile, are 
far from settled. About 54% of national vot¬ 
ers said they disapproved of Trump’s han¬ 
dling of immigration policies, compared 
with 45% who approved, according to AP 
VoteCast, a survey of the 2018 national 
electorate. 


Sanders: My ideas now seen as mainstream 



Jason Bean, The Reno Gazette-Journal/AP 


Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Bemie Sanders speaks during a campaign rally at City Plaza in 
downtown Reno, Nev., on Wednesday. 


By Scott Sonner 

Associated Press 

RENO, Nev. — Sen. Bemie 
Sanders said Wednesday many 
of the campaign themes his crit¬ 
ics dismissed as too radical when 
he ran for president in 2016 are 
now viewed as much more main¬ 
stream, including “Medicare for 
all.” 

The Vermont Democrat told 
a crowd of more than 500 at an 
outdoor rally in downtown Reno 
that many said he was living in 
a “dream world” when he cam¬ 
paigned four years ago for a mini¬ 
mum wage of $15 per hour. 

Since then, he said seven states 
have adopted that minimum wage 
and the U.S. House will vote in 
the coming months on a proposal 
to make it the national standard. 

“The message there is that 
when an idea seems so radical, 
it can happen if people stand to¬ 
gether and fight for that idea,” he 
said to cheers. 

Sanders said many states also 
have embraced his call to “end 
the so-called war on drugs” 
and legalize recreational use of 
marijuana. 

“Four years ago, when I was 
here in Nevada I talked about the 
need to legalize marijuana. Four 
years ago, that was seen as a radi¬ 
cal idea. Not so radical today,” he 
said. 

Sanders said polls also show 
more and more people support 
“Medicare for all” — the plan for 


a national, single-payer health 
care insurance program that he 
campaigned for when he lost the 
2016 Democratic nomination to 
Hillary Clinton. 

“A lot has changed in four 
years,” he said. 

Sanders was popular with pro¬ 
gressives in the early caucus state 
in 2016 and carried northern 


Nevada’s Washoe County the last 
time around, including Reno and 
Sparks. He lost Nevada’s state¬ 
wide Democratic caucus vote 
to Hillary Clinton, 55% to 45%, 
based largely on her strength in 
Las Vegas. 

“The last time we came pretty 
close to winning Nevada. This 
time we’re going to win Nevada,” 


he said. 

The crowd at Wednesday’s 
event was larger than the 200 to 
300 people who turned out for 
presidential campaign rallies in 
Reno in recent months for Demo¬ 
cratic Sens. Kamala Harris, of 
California, and Cory Booker, of 
New Jersey, and former Texas 
Rep. Beto O’Rourke. 


Gillibrand 
picks up NH 
endorsement 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Democratic 
presidential candidate Kirsten 
Gillibrand has picked up her first 
New Hampshire endorsement, 
announcing that state Rep. Sue 
Ford says she’s “the best person” 
for the White House. 

In a statement released by Gil- 
librand’s campaign. Ford says the 
New York senator “cares for New 
Hampshire 
families and 
her own.” 

Ford is a 
four-term 
member of 
the Legis¬ 
lature from 
Grafton. 

She says 
Gillibrand 
“will always 
fight for 
the silenced, 
ignored.” 

New Hampshire holds the 
nation’s first presidential prima¬ 
ry and is set to vote on Feb. 11, 
eight days after the leadoff Iowa 
caucuses. 

Gillibrand has continued to lag 
former Vice President Joe Biden, 
Vermont Sen. Bemie Sanders and 
other top 2020 Democratic presi¬ 
dential candidates in early polls 
despite repeated visits to Iowa 
and New Hampshire. 



Gillibrand 

marginalized or 
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Cochran, 
longtime 
senator, 
dies at 81 



Former U.S. Sen. Thad Cochran died Thursday at 81. He won a 
Senate seat in 1978 as the first Republican since Reconstruction to 
win statewide office in Mississippi. 


Suit sees racial 
bias in Miss, 
election rules 


By Emily Wagster Pettus 
Associated Press 

JACKSON, Miss. — Former 
U.S. Sen. Thad Cochran, who 
served 45 years in Washington 
and used seniority to steer bil¬ 
lions of dollars to his home state 
of Mississippi, has died. He was 
81. 

Cochran’s final chief of staff. 
Brad White, said Cochran died 
Thursday at a veterans’ nursing 
home in Oxford, Miss. 

“I’ve never known a more pow¬ 
erful man, nor a more humble 
man — a true Southern gentle¬ 
man that loved the great state of 
Mississippi,” White said. 

Cochran was elected to the U.S. 
House in 1972. When he won a 
Senate seat in 1978, he became 
the first Republican since Recon¬ 
struction to win statewide office 
in Mississippi. 

He led the Appropriations 
Committee in 2005-06, chan¬ 
neling more than $100 billion to 
Mississippi and other Gulf Coast 
states for Hurricane Katrina re¬ 
covery after the 2005 storm, and 
regained the committee chair¬ 
manship in January 2015, when 
the GOP again took control of the 
Senate. 

Cochran won reelection in 
2014, but announced in 2018 that 
he was retiring because of his 
health. 

Republican U.S. Sen. Roger 
Wicker, of Mississippi, said Thurs¬ 
day that Cochran was “a dear 
personal friend for decades.” 

“Thad Cochran was a giant in 
the United States Senate and one 
of the greatest champions Missis¬ 
sippi has ever known,” said Wick¬ 
er, who was elected to the U.S. 
House in 1994 and has served in 


the Senate since 2007. 

“When Thad Cochran left the 
Senate, I was reminded of Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow, who 
wrote, ‘Lives of great men all re¬ 
mind us we can make our lives 
sublime, and departing leave be¬ 
hind us footprints on the sands of 
time,’ ” Wicker said. 

Cochran was also a big practi¬ 
tioner of earmarks — home state 
goodies such as highway projects, 
economic development grants 
and university research dollars. 

GOP leaders banned earmark¬ 
ing, but Cochran backed Navy 
shipbuilding efforts in 2015. In¬ 
galls Shipbuilding in Pascagoula, 
which makes Navy ships, has long 
been one of Mississippi’s largest 
private employers. 

Mild-mannered and known 
for working across party lines, 
Cochran won most of his reelec¬ 
tion campaigns easily. However, 
he struggled in 2014 amid a Re¬ 
publican primary challenge from 
state Sen. Chris McDaniel, a tea 
party favorite who had financial 
support from libertarian-leaning 
national groups that criticized 
Cochran as a big spender. 

The campaign turned ugly as 
his opponent’s supporters pho¬ 
tographed Cochran’s bedridden 
wife, without permission, in the 
nursing home where she had 


lived a dozen years with demen¬ 
tia. Images of Rose Cochran were 
posted briefly online in a video 
that attempted to show Cochran 
was having an inappropriate rela¬ 
tionship with one of his longtime 
staff members, Kay Webber — an 
accusation that Cochran denied. 

Weeks after four men were ar¬ 
rested and charged in the photo 
case, Cochran placed second, be¬ 
hind McDaniel, in a three-person 
Republican primary. Cochran 
defeated McDaniel in the runoff, 
but McDaniel never conceded. 
Instead, McDaniel filed a lawsuit 
trying to overturn the results. 

In November 2014, Cochran 
defeated Democratic former U.S. 
Rep. Travis Childers and the Re¬ 
form Party’s Shawn O’Hara. 

Rose Cochran died in Decem¬ 
ber 2014, weeks after the elec¬ 
tion and before her husband was 
sworn in for his seventh six-year 
term in the Senate. 

On May 23, 2015, Thad Co¬ 
chran married Webber in a small 
ceremony in Gulfport, Miss. 

Thad Cochran was born in 
the small town of Pontotoc, in 
north Mississippi. He spent three 
years in the Navy before mov¬ 
ing to Jackson, where he was in 
a private law practice for seven 
years before being elected to the 
House. 


By Emily Wagster Pettus 
AND David A. Lieb 

Associated Press 

JACKSON, Miss. — A new law¬ 
suit by three black residents of 
Mississippi seeks to block what it 
calls the state’s racist method of 
electing the governor and other 
statewide officials. 

The federal lawsuit being filed 
Thursday takes aim at Mississip¬ 
pi’s unique requirement that can¬ 
didates for statewide office must 
win both a majority of the popu¬ 
lar vote and at least 62 of the 122 
state House of Representatives 
districts. 

If no candidate fulfills both 
requirements, a statewide elec¬ 
tion is decided by the Mississippi 
House, and representatives are 
not obligated to vote as their dis¬ 
tricts did. Such cases are rare. 
It happened in 1999, when the 
House chose between two white 
candidates who received the most 
votes in a four-person race for 
governor. 

The system was put into the 
Mississippi Constitution in 1890 
as white politicians sought to 
suppress black voting power that 
emerged during Reconstruction. 
The federal lawsuit says the sys¬ 
tem “intentionally and effectively 
dilutes African American voting 
strength.” 

“This racist electoral scheme 
achieved, and continues to 
achieve, the framers’ goals by 
tying the statewide election pro¬ 
cess to the power structure of 
the House,” the lawsuit says. “So 
long as white Mississippians con¬ 


trolled the House, they would also 
control the elections of statewide 
officials.” 

The lawsuit asks a judge to pro¬ 
hibit Mississippi from using its 
current requirements in the 2019 
elections. It does not suggest an 
alternative way of determining 
winners, but former U.S. Attor¬ 
ney General Eric Holder said a 
judge could order Mississippi to 
do what most states already do — 
“count all the votes and the per¬ 
son who gets the greatest number 
of votes wins.” 

Holder is chairman of the Na¬ 
tional Democratic Redistrict¬ 
ing Committee, whose affiliated 
foundation is providing financial 
and legal backing for the lawsuit. 
The committee gave The Associ¬ 
ated Press a copy of the lawsuit 
before it was filed. 

“The election system in Mis¬ 
sissippi has really kind of per¬ 
petuated a history of racial 
discrimination that finally has to 
come to an end,” Holder told the 
AP. 

Mississippi Republican House 
Speaker Philip Gunn, who’s 
named as a defendant in the law¬ 
suit, declined to comment. The 
longtime chairman of the House 
Elections Committee, Republican 
Rep. Bill Denny, of Jackson, said 
that during his 32 years in office, 
there has been no serious effort 
to change Mississippi’s method of 
electing statewide officials. 

“I’m comfortable with it,” 
Denny said of the current 
system. 


Body believed to be missing Utah girl is found; uncle charged 


Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY — A body 
believed to be a missing 5-year- 
old Utah girl was found Wednes¬ 
day less than a block from her 
home, bringing a wide-ranging 
search to a grim close five days 
after the child was taken from 
her home and killed by her uncle, 
police said. 

The body believed to be Eliza¬ 
beth “Lizzy” Shelley was found 
hidden under trees and brush 
after Alex Whipple, 21, told his 
lawyer where he had hidden her, 
Logan Police Chief Gary Jensen 
said. 

The discovery came hours 
after Whipple was charged with 
murder and other counts. 

He provided the map in ex¬ 
change for prosecutors taking the 
death penalty off the table, Jen¬ 
sen said. 


Jensen said the discovery was 
disappointing but “nevertheless 
is closure and helps us be able to 
now deal with the investigation 
and help the family through their 
grief” 

In a statement read by a vic¬ 
tim’s advocate, the girl’s mother, 
Jessica Whipple, said: “There are 
not words to express the sadness 
and heartbreak we feel today. 
This did not end the way we 
wanted to do but in the sadness 
we are comforted by the effort 
people put in to find Lizzy. We 
would never have expected this 
outpouring of love and support. It 
was beautiful.” 

The body was found after offi¬ 
cers spent days combing the city 
set in a picturesque valley near 
the Idaho border about 80 miles 
north of Salt Lake City. 

Crews previously searched the 
area where the body was buried 


but didn’t find her, Jensen said. 

Alex Whipple’s attorney. 
Shannon Dernier, said his client 
“knows he did something that’s 
inexcusable.” 

Whipple hadn’t previously ac¬ 
knowledged involvement in his 
niece’s disappearance, but did tell 
police alcohol makes him “black 
out” and sometimes do “criminal 
things,” prosecutors said. 

He alluded frequently to “how 
evil the world we live in is” as 
he talked about his struggles 
as a child, according to court 
documents. 

Whipple was charged with ag¬ 
gravated murder, child kidnap¬ 
ping, obstruction of justice and 
desecration of a human body, a 
charge that relates to steps taken 
to hide the body, Jensen said. 

Whipple is scheduled to make a 
court appearance Monday. 



Eli Lucero, (Logan, Utah) Herald Journal/AP 


Police Lt. Rod Peterson puts his hands on his head at the scene 
where a body that police believe to be Elizabeth Shelley was found 
Wednesday in Logan, Utah. 
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III. advances legalized pot 
as home growing settied 



Michael Hill/AP 


Bemie Barriere tends to two marijuana plants he legally grows in a 
basement in Bennington, Vt., last month. An Illinois bill to approve 
recreational pot restricts home growing to medical marijuana users. 


By Michael Hill 
AND John O’Connor 

Associated Press 

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — Illinois 
lawmakers working to legalize 
recreational marijuana hit a snag 
that other states have wrestled 
with: whether to allow people to 
grow a few pot plants for personal 
use. 

The 10 states that have legal¬ 
ized recreational marijuana have 
different “home grow” rules, 
with Michigan allowing individu¬ 
als to grow as many as 12 plants 
and Washington state not allow¬ 
ing them to grow any. 

The question in Illinois was 
settled Wednesday night when 
the Senate approved recreational 
use of marijuana after universal 
home cultivation of the plant was 
replaced by a provision allowing 
only medical marijuana patients 
to grow their own. 

The differences in home grow 
regulations reflect how states 
view the competing arguments 
about home cultivation. Oppo¬ 
nents say it fuels the black market 
sale of the drug while proponents 
argue that if businesses can sell 
it, they should be able to grow it. 

“We don’t say anywhere in this 
country that people aren’t al¬ 
lowed to have a small craft brew 
at their house if they want to, and I 
think the same rules should apply 


here,” said Kris Krane, president 
the Phoenix-based cannabis busi¬ 
ness 4Front Ventures. 

Legalization legislation from 
two Chicago Democrats — state 
Sen. Heather Steans and state 
Rep. Kelly Cassidy — got off to a 
much better start this year than in 
the past because of the November 
election of Democratic Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker, who campaigned on le¬ 
galizing recreational marijuana. 

But pushback over policing 
homegrown pot forced Steans to 
jettison her original plan allow¬ 
ing cultivation for personal use 
before Wednesday’s Senate OK. 
Now, only the state’s 65,000 medi¬ 
cal-marijuana patients would be 
allowed to grow at home. 

The measure needs House ap¬ 
proval by Friday’s scheduled 
adjournment and Pritzker’s 
signature before Illinois would 
become the 11th state to allow 
recreational pot use. 

Steve Stelter, who heads the Il¬ 
linois Association of Chiefs of Po¬ 
lice, said law enforcement would 
be hard-pressed to monitor com¬ 
pliance in people’s homes. 

“We’re not going to walk up to 
a house and peek in the windows 
everywhere. How are we going to 
know?” asked Stelter, who heads 
the police force in the Chicago 
suburb of Westchester. 

The home grow issue is often 
overshadowed by other aspects 


of legalization, such as who gets 
lucrative dispensary licenses and 
what should be done about peo¬ 
ple’s past pot-related convictions. 
But the issue resonates with users 
looking to save money and to take 
charge of what they consume. 

In Vermont, Bernie Barriere 
is allowed to tend to two mature 
plants in a Bennington basement. 
He said he can grow higher qual¬ 
ity and less expensive cannabis 
for his health and wellness than 
he can buy. 

“You get to pick and choose 
your own ingredients,” Barriere 
said while watering the plants. 
“You get to be in control. You get 
to craft some amazing flower.” 

There is little dispute that illicit 
markets have been an issue in 
states with legal pot, with much of 
the supply shipped to other states 
where it is still illegal to sell. Peo¬ 
ple disagree, though, on the role 
of homegrown marijuana in ille¬ 
gal markets. 

Some industry analysts say 
high tax rates and shortages 
of legal supply are more likely 
drivers of illicit sales than home 
growers staying within state- 
sanctioned limits. 

“They’re not contributing sub¬ 
stantially to the illicit market,” 
said John Kagia, chief knowledge 
officer for the cannabis market 
research and data analysis firm 
New Frontier Data. “They may 


be yielding a few ounces per 
growth cycle, so that would be a 
few ounces every three to four 
months, and they may be shar¬ 
ing some of that yield with their 
friends.” 

Other law enforcement officials 
say allowing homegrown mari¬ 
juana encourages larger, illegal 
operations. 

George Brauchler, district at¬ 
torney for Denver’s southern and 
eastern suburbs, made that argu¬ 
ment during a recent news con¬ 
ference announcing the seizure 
of more than 80,000 plants dur¬ 
ing raids of 247 area homes and 
eight businesses. He said Colo¬ 
rado is becoming “the Wild West 
of weed.” 

Drug Enforcement Agency 
records show it was involved in 
more than 80 residential seizures 
during the first four months of 
this year in Colorado, with most 
of them involving hundreds of 
plants. The annual seizure num¬ 


bers are significantly higher than 
before Colorado’s legalization. 

State law allows up to 12 mari¬ 
juana plants per residence for 
personal use. 

Maine recently reduced its 
home grow limit from six to three 
plants amid concerns about black 
market sales. 

In Illinois, Steans’ amendment 
would allow home grow only for 
patients eligible to use marijuana 
to relieve pain or other symptoms 
of debilitating illnesses, which 
they’re not allowed to do under 
the state’s 6-year-old medical 
marijuana law. It would limit cul¬ 
tivation to five plants per house¬ 
hold, regardless of the number of 
eligible patients living there. 

She acknowledged that the 
change is a concession to law 
enforcement in order to win ap¬ 
proval for the measure, but she 
noted that many lawmakers have 
concerns about product safety as 
well as illegal sales. 


Girl believed to be tiniest newborn weighed just 8.6 ounces 



Sharp HealthCare/AP 

Saybie, born at 23 weeks and three days, is believed to be the world’s tiniest surviving baby. 


By Julie Watson 
AND John Antczak 
Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — When she was 
born, the baby girl weighed about 
the same as an apple. 

A San Diego hospital on 
Wednesday revealed the birth of 
the girl and said she is believed 
to be the world’s tiniest surviving 
micro-preemie, who weighed just 
8.6 ounces when she was born in 
December. 

The girl was born 23 weeks 
and three days into her mother’s 
40-week pregnancy. Doctors told 
her father after the birth that he 
would have about an hour with 
his daughter before she died. 

“But that hour turned into two 
hours, which turned into a day, 
which turned into a week,” the 
mother said in a video released 
by Sharp Mary Birch Hospital for 
Women & Newborns. 

More than five months have 
passed, and she has gone home 
as a healthy infant, weighing 5 
pounds. 

The baby’s family gave permis¬ 
sion to share the story but wanted 
to stay anonymous, the hospital 
said. They allowed the girl to go 
by the name that nurses called 
her, “Saybie.” 

Her ranking as the world’s 


smallest baby ever to survive is 
according to the Tiniest Baby 
Registry maintained by the Uni¬ 
versity of Iowa. 

Dr. Edward Bell, a professor 
of pediatrics at the University of 
Iowa, said Saybie had the lowest 
medically confirmed birth weight 
submitted to the registry. 

But “we cannot rule out even 


smaller infants who have not 
been reported to the Registry,” 
he said in an email to The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

The hospital said the girl offi¬ 
cially weighed 7 grams less than 
the previous tiniest baby, who was 
born in Germany in 2015. In the 
video produced by the hospital, 
the mother described the birth as 


the scariest day of her life. 

She said she was taken to the 
hospital after not feeling well and 
was told she had preeclampsia, 
a serious condition that causes 
skyrocketing blood pressure, and 
that the baby needed to be deliv¬ 
ered quickly. 

“I kept telling them she’s not 
going to survive; she’s only 23 


weeks,” the mother said. 

But she did. The tiny girl slowly 
gained weight in the neonatal in¬ 
tensive care unit. 

A pink sign by her crib read 
“Tiny but Mighty.” Other signs 
kept track of her weight and 
cheered her on as the girl gained 
pounds over the months. 

“You could barely see her in 
the bed she was so tiny,” nurse 
Emma Wiest said in the video. 

It shows photos of Saybie wear¬ 
ing a mint bow with white polka 
dots that covered her entire head, 
her tiny eyes peering out from 
under it. 

Nurses put a tiny graduation 
cap on her when she left the unit. 

The girl faces enormous chal¬ 
lenges as a micro-preemie, who is 
an infant born before 28 weeks of 
gestation. 

Micro-preemies can experi¬ 
ence vision and hearing prob¬ 
lems, developmental issues and a 
host of other complications. 

Many do not survive the first 
year, said Michelle Kling, of the 
March of Dimes, a nonprofit that 
works to improve the health of 
mothers and babies. 

So far Saybie has beaten the 
odds. 

“She’s a miracle, that’s for 
sure,” said Kim Norby, another 
nurse featured in the video. 
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By Ashley Bebensee 
Kearney Hub 

LOOMIS, Neb. 

A giant spider, large enough for a grown 
man to walk beneath, looms near Martin 
Freed’s home. 

I Spiders, a praying mantis and other 
bugs are scattered along a half-mile stretch of road 
in Loomis. While the giant insects may appear to 
be characters in a science fiction movie upon first 
glance, they are the creation of Freed. 

“My daughter and wife saw an aluminum bug 
at a place in Lincoln and took a picture of it and 
showed it to me, and said, ‘Can you do something 
like that?’ So I did one of the first ones to kind of 
make a Mother’s Day present; a big bug to go in 
the garden. The funny part of that is my daughter 
is an entomologist, so I have to do them correctly,” 
Freed said. 

Expressing his creativity dates back to high 
school. 

The Loomis farmer said he wasn’t the best at cre¬ 
ating typical pieces of artwork in art class, but he 
did enjoy doing body work and painting cars in his 
shop class. 

“I would do some of the weird paint things and 
try to do airbrushing stuff in shop class, and the 
art teacher thought that was art. Lots of times in¬ 
stead of going to art class, I would get a pass to 
go to the shop class and work on my shop projects 
which she graded as art,” he said. 

After receiving an associate’s degree in agri¬ 
culture from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
Freed returned to Loomis and worked at an auto 
body shop for his former shop teacher, Kenton 
Thompson. Freed eventually returned to farm¬ 
ing, and he continues to do body work, custom 
painting and creating sculptures on the family 
farm, the Kearney Hub reported. 

\ Enormous wind chimes with bowling balls 

\ as the centerpiece fill part of the yard. Each 
\ chime is properly tuned. Different animals 
1 — wiener dogs, fish, a turtle — have been 

I created from bits of scrap metal he’s col¬ 
lected during the years, and they can be 
found all around the yard. Some of the bugs have 
lights in their eyes that are solar- or battery-pow¬ 
ered. He also has transformed bowling balls into 
gazing balls. Music blares in both of Freed’s sheds 
while he works. He keeps both sheds toasty warm 
because he hates working in the cold. 

His sculptures sell for $100 to $2,500, depending 
on their size. If he doesn’t keep the tractors, ve¬ 
hicles or other pieces he fixes and custom paints, 
he will sell them. 

“I live off of other people’s junk,” he said. “That’s 
made me a lot of money over the years because I 
buy a tractor that is ugly and nobody wanted. I see a 
gem. I’d fix it up and then run it for two, three, five, 
seven years.” 

A 1997 Case IH 8940 Magnum currently sits in 
Freed’s heated garage, stripped of most of its body 
while he paints each individual piece. He’s fixed 
up many tractors during the years, but one of his 
favorite projects is motorcycles. Freed began rid¬ 
ing motorcycles in high school, but he sold his bike 
after getting married and having children. 

“One of my buddies got back into it the one day. 
His wife had bought him a repo from the bank. I 
took it out for a ride, and it was like, ‘Oh I remem¬ 
ber why I liked to do this,”’ he said. 

Freed owns two Harley-Davidson motorcycles, 
and in May 2018 he completed the Southern Cali¬ 
fornia Motorcycling Association’s USA Four Cor¬ 
ners Tour. He was inspired by his uncle, Kenneth 
Seeman, to do the tour after Seeman completed it 
at the age of 71. 

Freed had 21 days to ride to San Ysidro, Calif; 
Blaine, Wash.; Madawaska, Maine; and Key West, 
Fla., using any route and sequence. The ride is ap¬ 
proximately 7,000 miles depending on the route, 
which doesn’t include the travel to the first corner 
and the return trip. Freed completed the four cor¬ 
ners in eight days, and he pulled into his shop in 
rural Loomis after 12 days and three hours. 

Freed continues to experiment and make an 
array of sculptures. Whether it’s painting flames or 
wild colors on a motorcycle or making an enormous 
bug, he isn’t afraid to branch out to try new things. 

“If you are going to have a sculpture, why not 
make it a huge one?” he said. “I’d rather be over 
the top.” 


Nebraska farmer creates array of animals, insects out of metal 
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Israeli parliament 
dissolves; snap 
election planned 



Sebastian Scheiner/AP 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, center, is shown before voting in Israel’s parliament on 
Wednesday. A new election has been set after Netanyahu was unable to form a governing coalition. 


By Aron Heller 

Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Israel em¬ 
barked Thursday on an unprec¬ 
edented snap election campaign 

— the second this year — after 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu failed to form a governing 
coalition and instead dramati¬ 
cally dissolved parliament. 

In what seemed an improbable 
scenario just days ago, Israel’s 
newly elected Knesset dissolved 
itself in an early morning 74-45 
vote and set a new election date 
for Sept. 17. 

The parliament’s disbanding 
comes just a month after it was 
sworn in and sets the stage for a 
second election in the same year 

— a first in Israeli history. 

The developments were a 
shocking setback for Netanyahu, 
who had appeared to secure a 
comfortable win in last month’s 
election. But he was unable to 
build a parliamentary m^ority 


because his traditional ally, Avig- 
dor Lieberman, refused to bring 
his Yisrael Beiteinu faction into 
the coalition. 

Netanyahu, who has led Israel 
for the past decade, now faces 
another challenge to his lengthy 
rule. It comes as he prepares for 
a pre-indictment hearing before 
criminal charges are expected to 
be filed against him in a series of 
corruption cases. 

Assuming they would sweep 
into power again, Netanyahu’s 
allies in the ruling Likud Party 
had already begun drafting a 
contentious bill aimed at grant¬ 
ing him immunity from the vari¬ 
ous corruption charges awaiting 
him. He was also looking to push 
legislation limiting the power of 
Israel’s Supreme Court and pav¬ 
ing his path to several more years 
in office. 

But it was a separate issue that 
sparked the extraordinary crisis, 
and for the first time ever thrust 
Israel into a repeat election be¬ 


fore a new government was even 
formed. 

Lieberman — a veteran nation¬ 
alist yet secular politician — de¬ 
manded that current legislation 
mandating that, young ultra-Or- 
thodox men be drafted into the 
military has run its course. 

Years of exemptions for ultra- 
Orthodox men have generated 
widespread resentment among 
the rest of Jewish Israelis who 
serve. The ultra-Orthodox, 
backed by Netanyahu, refused to 


bend and the showdown quickly 
devolved into a full-blown crisis 
that imploded the prospective 
government. 

“The public chose me, and Li¬ 
eberman, unfortunately, deceived 
his voters. From the beginning 
he had no intention to do what 
he said,” Netanyahu said after 
the vote, accusing Lieberman of 
aligning with “the left.” 

Lieberman, a former top aide to 
Netanyahu who for two decades 
has alternated between a close al¬ 


liance and bitter rivalry with his 
former boss, retorted that the new 
election was indeed unfortunate 
but a result of Netanyahu caving 
into the ultra-Orthodox. 

The new election gives the anti- 
Netanyahu forces in Israel, led 
by Blue and White leader Benny 
Gantz, another shot at toppling 
the longtime leader. It also com¬ 
plicates Netanyahu’s efforts to 
pass the proposed bills to protect 
himself from prosecution. 


Japan, Russia accuse each 
other of military buildups 

By Mari Yamaguchi 


TOKYO — Russia and Japan accused each 
other of military buildups as their foreign and 
defense ministers met in Tokyo on Thursday 
for talks that failed to make progress on de- 
cadeslong island disputes. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 
said at a joint news conference after the talks 
that Russia was concerned about Tokyo’s plan 
to build a pair of land-based Aegis Ashore mis¬ 
sile defense systems, saying they pose a “po¬ 
tential threat to Russia.” 

The Aegis Ashore systems, planned for de¬ 
ployment in Akita on Japan’s northern coast 
and in Yamaguchi in the southwest, are part 
of Japan’s rapidly expanding missile defense 
system to bolster its ability to counter potential 
threats from North Korea and China. Under 
guidelines approved in December, Prime 


Minister Shinzo Abe’s government plans to in¬ 
crease purchases of expensive American mili¬ 
tary equipment including F-35 stealth fighter 
jets and cruise missiles as Japan continues to 
expand its military cooperation with the U.S. 

Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono ac¬ 
cused Russia of a military buildup on Russia- 
controlled islands claimed by both countries. 

The dispute over the islands, which Russia 
calls the southern Kurils and Japan the North¬ 
ern Territories, has prevented the two coun¬ 
tries from signing a peace treaty formally 
ending their World War II hostilities. 

“Our country’s legal position does not accept 
the missile drills, fighter aircraft deployment, 
and enhancement of the military presence in 
the Northern Territories,” Kono said. 

Japanese Defense Minister Takeshi Iwaya 
told his counterpart, Sergei Shoigu, and Lav¬ 
rov that the Aegis Ashore interceptors are 
“purely for defensive purposes and never for 



Kazuhiro Nogi/AP 


Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, left, 
and Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono 
shake hands in Tokyo on Thursday. 

use to threaten Russia or other countries.” 

In November, Abe and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin agreed to accelerate negotia¬ 
tions based on a 1956 Soviet proposal to return 
two of the islands to Japan, but progress has 
since stalled. 


Assange misses court hearing; WikiLeaks says he’s ill 


By Gregory Katz 

Associated Press 

LONDON — WikiLeaks founder Julian As¬ 
sange missed a court session Thursday, ap¬ 
parently due to health problems. He had been 
expected to appear from prison via video link 
at a brief extradition hearing at Westminster 
Magistrates’ Court. 

Lawyer Gareth Peirce told the court As¬ 
sange was “not very well.” 

Assange, 47, is in Belmarsh Prison serving 


a 50-week sentence for jumping bail in Brit¬ 
ain while fighting extradition to the United 
States, which accuses him of violating the Es¬ 
pionage Act by publishing secret documents 
containing the names of confidential military 
and diplomatic sources. 

Sweden also seeks him for questioning about 
an alleged rape, which Assange has denied. 

It is not clear which claim would take prece¬ 
dence. The decision would likely be made by 
Britain’s home secretary. 


Judge Emma Arbuthnot said a more sub¬ 
stantive extradition hearing set for June 12 
may be moved to a court next to Belmarsh 
Prison for convenience. 

WikiLeaks said in a statement it has “grave 
concerns” about Assange’s health. The anti¬ 
secrecy group says he has been moved to the 
prison health ward. 

The group says Assange has “dramatically 
lost weight” and recently “it was not possible 
to conduct a normal conversation with him.” 


Quake hits 
off coast of 
El Salvador 

Associated Press 

SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador 
— A strong earthquake hit off the 
coast of El Salvador early Thurs¬ 
day, sending frightened residents 
running out of their homes in the 
predawn hours. 

Authorities said a small tsuna¬ 
mi was possible, but there were 
no immediate reports of serious 
damage or injuries. 

“Monitoring of the entire coun¬ 
try reflects that there has not 
been grave or widespread dam¬ 
age,” El Salvador’s Civil Defense 
agency said. 

The U.S. Geological Survey 
reported the quake had a pre¬ 
liminary magnitude of 6.6. Its 
epicenter was about 17 miles 
south-southeast of La Libertad, 
a suburb of the regional capital, 
Santa Tecla, and it was recorded 
at a depth of 40 miles. 

Via Twitter, El Salvador’s Min¬ 
istry of Environment and Natural 
Resources warned people to stay 
away from the Pacific Ocean for 
the next four hours. 

The ministry said sea-level 
rises of up to 11 inches were pos¬ 
sible along the length of El Salva¬ 
dor’s coast. 

It reported that seven after¬ 
shocks of between magnitude 4.1 
and 5.0 were recorded. 
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Chiang Ying-ying/AP 


MHO self-propelled Howitzers are fired during the annual Han 
Kuang exercises in Pingtung County, Southern Taiwan, on Thursday. 

Taiwan’s military trains 
for a Chinese invasion 


Several dead, missing in 
Hungary after boat sinks 



1 


Balazs Mohai, MTI/AP 

A woman throws a flower from the Margaret Bridge during a search 
operation on the Danube River in Budapest, Hungary, on Thursday. 


Associated Press 

FANGSHAN, Taiwan — Tai¬ 
wanese tanks and soldiers fired 
at simulated Chinese forces and 
assault helicopters launched 
missiles in an anti-invasion drill 
Thursday on a beach on the is¬ 
land’s southern coast. 

The live firing was part of an¬ 
nual exercises designed to show¬ 
case the military’s capabilities 
and resolve to repel any attack 
from across the Taiwan Strait. 
The Han Guang exercise wraps 
up Friday. 

China and Taiwan split dur¬ 
ing a civil war in 1949, but China 
claims the self-governing island 


By Simon Denver 

The Washington Post 

TORY0—It’s grossly unfair for 
rich countries to send their plastic 
waste to poor countries who are 
already struggling to cope with 
their own waste problems, and 
the practice needs to stop, Ma¬ 
laysian Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad said Thursday. 

His comments, made on a visit 
to Tokyo, came after Malaysia an¬ 
nounced this week it was sending 
back more than 3,000 tons of non- 
recyclable plastic waste to coun¬ 
tries such as the United States, 
Britain, Canada, Australia and 
Japan that had apparently been 
smuggled into the country. 

Malaysia’s government says it 
has become a dumping ground for 
rich nations after China banned 
the import of plastic waste last 
year. 

China’s decision has sparked a 
crisis in the global waste dispos¬ 
al industry because neither the 
richer nations nor poorer ones 
have the capacity to process all 
the waste they are producing. 

“This is going to be a problem 
for the whole world,” Mahathir 
said. “We are producing too much 
waste and you have a problem 
trying to get rid of the waste.” 

Landfills don’t serve any pur¬ 
pose any more, while waste can’t 


as its territory. 

Asked about the exercises, Chi¬ 
nese Defense Ministry spokes¬ 
man Wu Qian said China would 
strive for peaceful reunification 
with Taiwan. 

“What should be pointed out 
is that seeking Taiwan indepen¬ 
dence is suicide and resorting to 
force is no way out,” he said. 

The simulated response to a 
Chinese beach landing included 
fighter jets and missiles launched 
at targets in the sea. 

The Defense Ministry said the 
joint army-navy-air force opera¬ 
tion tested the island’s combat 
readiness in the face of the Chi¬ 
nese military threat. 


just be burned because of air pol¬ 
lution, he said. “So it is grossly 
unfair for rich countries to send 
waste to poor countries simply 
because the poor countries have 
no choice; maybe it contributes a 
little to their economy,” he said. 

On Tuesday, Malaysian Envi¬ 
ronment Minister Yeo Bee Yin 
said 60 containers of contami¬ 
nated waste would be sent back to 
their countries of origin. 

She showed reporters a con¬ 
tainer full of cables from Britain, 
contaminated milk cartons from 
Australia and compact discs from 
Bangladesh, as well as bales of 
electronic and household waste 
from the United States, Canada, 
Japan, Saudi Arabia and China, 
The Associated Press reported. 

“We cannot accept that kind 
of idea, that waste from rich 
countries should be sent to poor 
countries,” Mahathir said at the 
Foreign Correspondents’ Club of 
Japan. “We don’t need your waste 
because our own waste is enough 
to give us problems.” 

Last week, the Philippines also 
said it would ship back dozens 
of containers of garbage which 
officials said had been illegally 
shipped there from Canada. 

Mahathir said Malaysia had 
taken steps to reduce the use of 
plastic bags and plastic straws. 


By Pablo Gorondi 
AND Hyung-Jin Kim 
Associated Press 

BUDAPEST, Hungary — Res¬ 
cue workers scoured the Danube 
River in downtown Budapest on 
Thursday for 21 people missing 
after a sightseeing boat carrying 
South Korean tourists sank in a 
matter of seconds after colliding 
with a larger cruise ship during 
an evening downpour. 

Seven people are confirmed 
dead and seven were rescued, all 
of them South Koreans, Hungar¬ 
ian officials said. Police launched 
a criminal investigation into the 
incident. 

The South Korea-based Very 
Good Tour agency, which orga¬ 
nized the trip, said the boat — a 
70-year-old vessel built in the for¬ 
mer Soviet Union — had been on 
its way back after an hourlong 
night tour Wednesday evening 
when the accident happened. 

Nineteen South Koreans and 
two Hungarian crew members 

— the captain and his assistant 

— are missing. The tour party 
had consisted of 30 tourists, two 
guides and a photographer on a 
package tour of Europe. Pal Gy- 
orfi, spokesman for the National 
Ambulance Service, said those 
rescued were hospitalized in sta¬ 
ble condition. 

The sunken boat was located 
early Thursday near the Marga¬ 
ret Bridge, not far from the neo- 
Gothic Parliament building on 
the riverbank. 

Video displayed by Hungar¬ 
ian police showed the sightseeing 
boat, identified as the Hableany 
(Mermaid), traveling closely side 
by side and in the same direction 
as the Viking cruise ship as they 
approached the bridge Wednes¬ 
day night. 

The Hableany then appeared 
to steer slightly to its left, into 
the path of the cruise ship, which 
continued to sail on at the same 
speed. 

The two collided and the sight¬ 
seeing boat was then seen tipping 
on its side between the bridge’s 
two supports. 

“As the Viking comes into 
contact with (the Hableany), it 
overturns it and in about seven 
seconds, as it turns on its side, 
it sinks,” Police Col. Adrian Pal 
said. 

Pal said it’s unclear what 
caused the Hableany to steer 
into the path of the Viking. He 
said several people aboard the 
Hableany fell into the water after 
the collision. The South Korean 
government said none of those on 
board was wearing a life jacket. 

Police said rescue operations 
were hampered by the rain and 
the fast flow of the rising Danube. 
The search for the 21 missing ex¬ 
tended far downstream, even into 
Serbia, where the Danube goes 
after leaving Hungary. 

The river, which is 500 yards 


wide at the point of the accident, 
was fast-flowing and rising as 
heavy rain continued in the city. 
Water temperatures were about 
50-53 Fahrenheit. 

Hgjoregiszter.hu, a local 
ship-tracking website, lists the 
Hableany as having been built in 
1949 in what was then the Soviet 
Union. 

CCTV footage recorded on 
Wednesday night showed that 
the river was busy with boats of 
different sizes traveling in both 
directions. 

Budapest has enjoyed a boom 
in overseas tourism in recent 
years. Long-haul flights from as 
far away as Dubai and Beijing in¬ 
creasingly fly visitors from Asia 
and the Middle East to the Hun¬ 
garian capital, a relatively afford¬ 
able but history-rich European 
destination. 

Earlier, the news website Index, 
hu said one of those rescued was 
found near the Petofi Bridge, 
which is about 2 miles south of 


Parliament. 

Dozens of rescue personnel, in¬ 
cluding from the military and div¬ 
ers, were involved in the search. 
Employees from the South Ko¬ 
rean Embassy in Budapest were 
assisting Hungarian officials in 
identifying those rescued and the 
deceased. 

Budapest Disaster Manage¬ 
ment Office Chief Col Zsolt Gabor 
Palotai said the Hungarian army 
is setting up a pontoon near the 
capsized ship’s wreck and div¬ 
ers will go into the Danube from 
there. 

Police have questioned the 
Ukrainian captain of the Viking, 
but no details have been released. 
Authorities said both vessels’ 
captains are experienced, with 
many years of service with their 
companies. 

South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in instructed officials to em¬ 
ploy “all available resources” 
to support the rescue efforts in 
Hungary. 



Malaysia’s PM seeks change 
in waste disposal practices 
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it has had on our country and the world. 

This exclusive special report will be available in your 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


Slippery slope 


Ethan Paro, 7, left, and Skylar Watson, 5, make their way down the water slide at the Sprayground Splashpad at Citizens Park in Aiken, 
S.C., on Tuesday. 

THE CENSUS 


$1M 


The approximate value of drugs that washed ashore in 
Orange Beach, Ala. Orange Beach police told WALA- 
TV that beachgoers found the drugs last week. One 
package contained 21 pounds of marijuana and one 
kilogram of cocaine. Another bundle contained 38 ki¬ 
lograms of cocaine. Police said at least one of the packages had barnacles on it, 
indicating it had been in the water for some time. 


Man captures video 
of caterwauling lynx 

||i| p BANGOR — A Maine 
I w I b man who was scout¬ 
ing fishing locations came across 
a rare sight: a pair of Canada lynx 
facing off on a dirt road. 

Daniel Wadleigh, of Belgrade, 
told the Bangor Daily News that 
the two cats were so focused on 
their showdown that they didn’t 
notice him. He stopped his truck 
and shot video showing them cat¬ 
erwauling at each other. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser¬ 
vice is drafting a rule to revoke 
Canada lynx’s threatened listing 
across the Lower 48 states under 
the Endangered Species Act. The 
government announced last year 
that the lynx no longer need spe¬ 
cial protections. 

Residents advised to 
watch for rogue bison 

H/l ly ROCHESTER — Au- 
I w 1 thorities in Roch¬ 
ester were asking residents to 
keep an eye out for a rogue bison 
that’s been on the loose since the 
weekend. 

A farmer spotted the bison 
walking through his fields in 
southwest Rochester on Sunday. 
Officers approached the animal, 
but it started acting aggressively. 

Olmsted County sheriff’s of¬ 
ficials have been in touch with 
the bison’s owner. Capt. Scott 
Behrens said people should stay 
away from the bison if they see it 
because it could charge if it feels 
threatened. 

Bald eaglet back in air 
after stay in hospital 

I A METAIRIE — A bald 
eagle hatched this 
spring in a New Orleans suburb 
was released Tuesday in the same 
neighborhood after two weeks 
in Louisiana State University’s 
Wildlife Hospital. 

Dozens of neighbors who had 
watched over the eagle fam¬ 
ily cheered as the mottled brown 
bird hopped out of the cage in 
which it had traveled from Baton 
Rouge and launched itself into the 
air in Metairie. 

The eaglet sat for a while on the 
roof of a house in the shadow of its 
nest, fending off a pair of mock¬ 
ingbirds that were dive-bombing 
it. Then it flew off 

The eaglet had been taken 
to the LSU veterinary school’s 
Wildlife Hospital on May 11. It 
had been found May 10, walking 
in a nearby street and barely able 
to fly. 

Suspect bails out 
as car flies off cliff 

^ ^ PRESCOTT VALLEY 
— A vehicle theft sus¬ 
pect who led police on a 60-mile 
chase in central Arizona jumped 
out of an SUV just before it flew 
over a cliff and into a canyon, au¬ 
thorities said. 

The chase started when a state 
trooper spotted a stolen Mercedes 
SUV in Phoenix, and John Felipe 
Jaimes, 29, allegedly refused to 
stop. Department of Public Safety 
spokesman Bart Graves said. 

Graves said a DPS helicopter 


followed the vehicle as it pro¬ 
ceeded north on Interstate 17 
and headed into Yavapai County, 
where the driver allegedly made 
two unsuccessful carjacking 
attempts. 

An officer saw Jaimes bailing 
out of the car around Prescott 
Valley just before it went over 
the cliff. Graves said. He was 
later found hiding in a tree on the 
canyon’s rim and was treated for 
minor injuries. 

Jaimes was arrested on suspi¬ 
cion of drunken driving, theft of 
means of transportation and fail¬ 
ing to comply with officers. 

Snake slithers out 
of toilet, bites man 

PI CORAL SPRINGS — 
r L Authorities said a ball 
python slithered out of a toilet 
and bit a South Florida man on 
the arm. 

Coral Springs police spokes¬ 
man Chris Swinson said the man 
was treated at the scene after 
the 4-foot snake bit him when he 
lifted the toilet seat. The snake is 
nonvenomous. 

Swinson told news outlets the 
snake didn’t belong to the man 
and it was unclear how it got into 
the apartment. 

The South Florida SunSentinel 
reported the Coral Springs Hu¬ 
mane Society took the snake to a 
veterinarian’s office. It was being 
treated for a scale infection. 


Authorities search for 
bear that bit hiker 

^ O ^SPEN — Wildlife of- 
ficials were searching 
for a black bear that bit a woman’s 
leg as she hiked in Colorado. 

The woman and her husband 
told wildlife officials they saw 
the bear Monday walking toward 
them on a trail near Aspen and 
stepped aside to give it space to 
pass. 

As the bear walked by, they say 
it charged the woman and bit her 
thigh before running off, Colora¬ 
do Parks and Wildlife said. 

Officials said her injury did not 
appear serious. 

Because the bear was aggres¬ 
sive, wildlife officers plan to eu¬ 
thanize it if they find it. 

Man charged with 
assault, blames bear 

AIC anchorage—a 50- 
year-old Alaska man 
suspected of assaulting his moth¬ 


er told investigating officers that 
she had been attacked by a bear. 

KTVA-television reported 
Karl Engelke, of Anchorage, was 
charged with felony assault and 
evidence tampering. 

A police dispatcher took a 911 
call and heard a woman saying 
“help me quick” before the phone 
went dead. 

Engleke met police at the home 
and said his 76-year-old mother 
had been attacked by a bear. 

Officers found her in a shed, 
bleeding and vomiting blood. She 
was missing teeth and had suf¬ 
fered facial fractures. 

She said she had told her son 
she wanted him to move out. She 
said she may have been attacked 
with a brick. 

Woman found living in 
van with 21 dogs, bird 

WETHERSFIELD 
I — A Massachusetts 
woman was charged with animal 
cruelty after police in Connecti¬ 
cut say they found her living in a 


van with 21 dogs and a bird. 

Wethersfield police said Su¬ 
zanne Muzaffer Eser, 58, of Pea¬ 
body, Mass., was arrested after a 
traffic stop. 

Police said the van was strewn 
with garbage and animal waste. 

Police said Eser told them she 
and the animals had been living 
in the Ford Transit van for sev¬ 
eral months. 

The dogs and the macaw were 
taken to local animal shelters. 
Police said several of the dogs 
appeared to have serious health 
issues. 

Famed maestro’s statue 
sports Bruins belmet 

||i| A BOSTON — Count the 
I w late conductor Arthur 

Fiedler among the Boston Bruins’ 
fans as they skated into the Stan¬ 
ley Cup Final. 

The nonprofit Esplanade As¬ 
sociation installed a giant Bruins 
helmet atop a statue of the beloved 
conductor of the Boston Pops Or¬ 
chestra —just in time for Game 1 
against the St. Louis Blues. 

The helmet crowns a likeness 
of Fiedler that stands on the 
Charles River Esplanade, where 
the orchestra performs outdoor 
concerts during the summer. 
Organizers said it’s 17 feet in 
circumference. 

From wire reports 



Michael Holahan, The Augusta (Ga.) Chronicle/AP 
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Flying vehicle must clear 
hurdles before its takeoff 


By Christopher Weber 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A transpor¬ 
tation company is betting its sleek 
new hydrogen-powered electric 
flying vehicles will someday 
serve as taxis, cargo carriers and 
ambulances of the sky, but ex¬ 
perts say they will have to clear 
a number of regulatory hurdles 
before being approved for takeoff 
years in the future. 

With six rotors on the roof 
and seats inside for five people, 
a passenger model of the Skai 
(pronounced “sky”) unveiled 
Wednesday near Los Angeles 
resembles an oversized drone 
crossed with a luxury SUV. 

Like a drone, the vehicle from 
Alaka’i Technologies takes off and 
lands vertically. It’s one of many 
similar electric flying crafts in 
production, including prototypes 
from Boeing and Airbus that 
made successful test flights this 
year, according to Vertical Flight 
Society, an industry group. 

Most are powered by batter¬ 
ies, which can add a lot of weight. 
The Skai instead uses very light 


hydrogen fuel cells to run its ro¬ 
tors, giving it a range of 400 miles 
and the capacity to carry 1,000 
pounds in people or freight, the 
company says. 

“We just couldn’t get to the point 
where we could have enough bat¬ 
teries to get to the payload that we 
knew we needed,” CEO Stephan 
Hanvey said of the choice to 
switch to hydrogen power. 

Alaka’i says it’s planning a test 
flight near its Massachusetts 
headquarters. 

It would be flown by an onboard 
pilot using a pair of joysticks, but 
the technology exists to eventu¬ 
ally fly it remotely and even au¬ 
tonomously, Hanvey said. 

It will be years before the Fed¬ 
eral Aviation Administration 
allows the autonomous flight of 
passenger vehicles, said attorney 
Thaddeus Lightfoot, a partner 
with the firm Dorsey & Whitney 
who helps companies navigate 
FAA rules. 

Regulators are still grappling 
with the proliferation of smaller 
drones — those under about 50 
pounds flown by hobbyists and 
filmmakers. The FAA just this 



The interior of The Skai vehicle 
is shown. 


year eased restrictions on flying 
small drones over crowds and at 
night. 

Dronelike vehicles such as the 
Skai must first simply prove their 
airworthiness, like any common 
plane, Lightfoot said. After that, 
getting commercial certification 
is another convoluted process, he 
said. 

“The technology is interesting, 
but the regulatory road will be 
very long,” said Lightfoot, adding 
that the idea of allowing people 
to fly in a large aircraft without 
a pilot is “well outside the current 
regulatory regime.” 


EUROPE GAS PRICES 


PACIHC GAS PRICES 


Country 

Germany 
Change in price 
Netherlands 
Change in price 

Change in price 
Change in price 


Super ElO Super unleaded Super plus 


-3.0 cents -6.5 ce 


Belgium 
Change in price 


$3,279 $3,570 $3,352 

No change No change No change 


$3,554 $3,234* 

-2.8 cents -1.2 cents 


Country 

Change in price 
Okinawa 
Change in price 
South Korea 
Change in price 


Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus 

$3,519 
-3.0 cents 


Diesel 

$3,199 
1.0 cents 


Guam $2,889** $3,279 

Change in price -3.0 cents -4.0 cents 


* Diesel EFD ** Midgrade 
For the week of May 31-June 6 



Photos by Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


The Skai vehicle, developed by Alaka’i Technologies in Newbury 
Park, Calif., is displayed on Tuesday. 


Hanvey conceded that it could 
take at least a decade before the 
company realizes his vision of a 
fleet of electric flying vehicles 
ferrying passengers over m^or 
cities at nearly 120 mph. 

Before that, he hopes to see 
Skai aircraft used by first re¬ 
sponders to send in food or water 
following disasters like hurri¬ 
canes or wildfires that can de¬ 
stroy infrastructure. 

It could be used as an ambu¬ 
lance and to evacuate people, 
Hanvey said. Outfitted with a 
transmitter, one could serve as a 
mobile cell tower, hovering for up 
to 10 hours over a neighborhood 
to provide communication ser¬ 
vices, he said. 


MARKET WATCH 


May 29, 2019 

-221.36 


Dow Jones 
industrials 

Nasdaq 

composite 

Standard & 
Poor’s 500 

Russell 

2000 


25,126.41 

-60.04 

7,547.31 

-19.37 

2,783.02 

-14.07 

1,489.95 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (May 31).$1.1443 

Dollar buys (May 31).€0.8739 

British pound (May 31).$1.30 

Japanese yen (May 31).107.00 

South Korean won (May 31).1,161.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2610 

Canada (Dollar).1.3490 

China (Yuan) 6 9068 

Denmark (Krone).6.7137 

Egypt (Pound).16.7798 

Euro.$1.1124/0.8990 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8483 

Hungary (Forint).292.10 

Israel (Shekel) 3 6306 

Japan (Yen) 109 90 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3045 

Norway (Krone).8.7542 

Philippines (Peso).52.14 

Poland (Zloty) 3 86 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7493 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3797 

South Korea (Won).1,190.01 

Switzerland (Franc).1.0090 

Thailand (Baht).31.81 

Turkey (Lira).5.9182 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.38 

3-month bill.2.30 

30-year bond.2.67 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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Outsize personalities clash 
as the Elton John biopic 
‘Rocketman’ battles the 
latest revival of ‘Godzilla’ 

Movies, Pages 24-25 
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Get those moles checked by a dermatologist in person. 

An app for that mole? 

Dermatologists advise caution for 
patients seeking online diagnosis 


By Kate Thayer 
Chicago Tribune 

hile snapping a photo 
of a suspicious mole 
with a phone and 
uploading it to an app 
might seem like the swiftest way 
to a diagnosis, dermatologists say 
users should be wary of such tech¬ 
nology, especially when it comes to 
screening for skin cancer. 

Several apps allow users to 
provide a list of symptoms and an 
image of their skin, whether it be 
a changing mole or an itchy rash, 
and submit it — for a fee — to an 
online dermatologist. That der¬ 
matologist can then recommend 
a cream, provide information on 
how to watch a benign-looking 
mole, or suggest making an ap¬ 
pointment for an in-person biopsy 
with a local dermatologist. 

The practice is called teleder¬ 
matology, and it’s not only preva¬ 
lent in smartphone app stores. 
Dermatologists say this practice is 
used in their profession, especially 
in rural or underserved areas 
where patients don’t have the op¬ 
portunity to visit a dermatologist’s 
office. 

But with more apps popping up, 
doctors warn users to be cautious, 
even if the convenience is tempt¬ 
ing. 

“There’s a huge spectrum in 
the apps — this is the problem,” 
said Dr. Carrie Kovarik, associ¬ 
ate professor of dermatology at 
the University of Pennsylvania. 
“It’s difficult to know what’s good, 
what’s not, what they do, who’s on 
the other side.” 

If the app is created by a medi¬ 
cal provider, that’s usually a good 
sign, Kovarik said. That way, users 
can be sure who is on the other 
side, and if they need a follow-up 
appointment, the app can connect 
them. 

But Dr. Alexander Borve, a Cali¬ 
fornia-based orthopedic surgeon 
who developed one of these apps, 
called First Derm, said users of 
his app are able to take feedback 
from the dermatologists consult¬ 


ing for his product and use it to 
get an appointment sooner at their 
local provider. “We are very good 
at triaging skin conditions.” 

The app also isn’t as daunting 
for users as going to the doctor, 
and provides useful information 
about skin conditions and what to 
look for, he said. 

“When we’re not 100% sure, we 
are very transparent,” he said of 
opinions on suspicious moles. “We 
recommend you go in, and a der¬ 
matologist will take a skin biopsy.” 

Borve said health insurance 
companies do not include apps like 
his in their coverage, but he has 
kept his prices to around the cost 
of a copay. First Derm services 
range from about $30 to $60, de¬ 
pending on how fast a user wants 
results, which can take up to two 
days, or just hours, he said. 

Dr. Elizabeth Fahrenbach, a 
dermatologist at North Branch 
Dermatology, said she’s skepti¬ 
cal about using apps, specifically 
for patients worried about skin 
cancer. 

Fahrenbach said that although 
she appreciates teledermatology in 
some situations for skin conditions 
like acne or eczema, she worries 
it can provide a false sense of 
security to patients looking to be 
checked for skin cancer, including 
melanoma. 

“Specifically for moles, it makes 
me nervous. Melanoma can be 
so varied in its presentation,” 
she said. And the app “relies on 
the patient to notice an abnormal 
thing first.” 

Fahrenbach said that often her 
patients will come in for a skin 
check, worried about a mole or 
spot they’ve noticed on their body, 
but in doing the check, Fahren¬ 
bach will notice other things that 
need to be further examined. 

“That (mole is) benign, but there’s 
something they didn’t even no¬ 
tice.” 

And “it’s unrealistic to take a 
picture of every mole on your body 
and send it in. You might as well 
go to the doctor.” 



GADGET WATCH 


Keep the bugs away while you play 


By Gregg Ellman 
Tribune News Service 

W e all have our pet peeves and one 
of mine is bugs. I hate ’em. I can 
have the best company with the best 
music playing on the world’s best 
Bluetooth speaker, but when those bugs invade. 
I’m done. 

So when I got an opportunity to try a selection 
of Sawyer insect repellents, I figured that even 
though they’re not the sort of gadgets I typically 
cover in this space, they can enhance the enjoy¬ 
ment of the electronic devices we all like to use. 

The Sawyer line comes in bottles, sprays and 
lotions to protect us from the most basic flying 
and annoying insects along with those carrying 
Lyme disease. West Nile virus and yellow fever, 
among others. 

I’m not a camper, but I did use it lakeside, an 
area that tends to generate insects such as mos¬ 
quitoes, ticks and flies, especially with all the 
recent rain. Each product I tried. I’m happy to 
report, had a direct effect on keeping the music 
playing. Each one was pretty much odorless and 
after application did not have a greasy feel. 

The 12-hour picaridin spray uses compressed 
air rather than aerosol so it can be spayed safely 
while holding it in any direction. It’s also labeled 
as not being harmful to gear and equipment, but 
I’d always use caution when spraying electron¬ 
ics or anything with a power source. The picari¬ 
din is also available in individual lotion packets. 

The premium insect repellent is available 
in an aerosol or trigger spray for clothing and 
gear and is advertised to be effective for up to 6 
weeks. 

I can’t medically endorse this or any other 
product, but I will repeat this statement on the 
Sawyer site: “Sawyer’s Entire Line of Insect 
Repellents has been tested against and are 
effective on the Aedes Aegypti species, which 
transmits the Zika Virus, Yellow Fever and 
Dengue Fever, as well as ticks that can transmit 
Lyme Disease. Sawyer 20% Picaridin Topical 
Insect Repellent gear is safe for use on kids as 
young as six months of age.” 

Online: sawyer.com 

If you were ever going to get excited about 
a gadget for wireless smartphone charging, 
Moshi’s Symbus Q compact USB-C dock with 
wireless charging is 
the one. 

One goal of the 
.57-by-2.83-by-l.26- 



Moshi/TNS 


The top of the Symbus Q dock is equipped for 
Qi-enabled wireless charging, and designed to 
work with smartphone cases up to 5 mm thick. 

inch dock is to give your laptop a desktop feel 
with all the ports and connection you’ll need. 
Any USB-C laptop can easily be connected to an 
HDMI monitor through the HDMI port, which 
supports 4K video and digital surround sound 
output to supported displays. 

A pair of standard USB-A ports can con¬ 
nect practically any computer accessory or 
your charging cable for non-wireless charging 
devices. Charging speed ranges up to 5 Gbps, 
depending on the device plugged in. 

The gigabit ethernet port lets you plug in a 
wired data cable to transfer up to 1,000 Mbps. 

The top of the Symbus Q dock is equipped 
for Qi-enabled wireless charging. Even with 
smartphone cases up to 5 mm thick, the wire¬ 
less charging will work. 

Everything I connected worked smoothly 
and was easy to set up without software or even 
glancing at the instructions. A status LED glows 
while using Qi wireless charging. 

Apple’s 7.5 W and Samsung’s 9 W fast charg¬ 
ing is supported, according to the Symbus Q 
specs on the Moshi site. Fast charging is also 
supported for USB-C laptops (up to 60 W). 

Plus, it looks great with its aluminum casing, 
topped with a cushioned, non-slip surface for 
safe charging. A power cord is included. 

Online: moshi.com; $164.95 





The Sawyer 
line comes in 
bottles, sprays 
and lotions to 
protect users 
from the most 
basic flying 
and annoying 
insects. 


ON THE COVER: “Godzilla: King of the Monsters” photo courtesy of 
Warner Bros.; “Rocketman” photo courtesy of Paramount Pictures. 
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Known for her lovable roles, Octavia Spencer 
transforms into horror-movie villain in ‘Ma’ 


A 


surprise 


turn 


By Lindsey Bahr ■ Associated Press 


O ctavia Spencer is a movie star. She has been for almost a decade since audi¬ 
ences and Oscar voters fell in love with her as Minnie in “The Help.” Since 
then she’s gotten two more supporting actress Oscar nominations (“Hidden 
Figures,” “The Shape of Water”), ramped up her production company, acted 
consistently in film and television and written children’s books. She even execu¬ 
tive produced this year’s best picture winner, “Green Book.” 

But there was one thing she hadn’t yet done in her nearly 25 years in the busi¬ 
ness: Starred in her own film. She’d been a lead before, but she’d never been first 
on the call sheet. Until now. 

The film that righted that wrong is “Ma,” in which she plays a small town 
woman who buys beer for some local high school students and lets them party 
in her basement, before things take a sinister turn. It’s a film unlike anything 
audiences have seen Spencer, 47, do before. 

“There are only a couple of archetypes people are comfortable seeing 
me in. And for me, it’s like, you know you might only be comfortable 
seeing me this way, but there are so many colors in this crayon box,” 
Spencer said. “I want to play everything that you don’t think I can do.” 
She’d found herself, despite all the success, being considered for 
only “nurturer” or “sage” roles. She wanted to stretch. 

The only reason “Ma” came to her was because of Tate Taylor, 
who wrote and directed “The Help,” but also has been Spencer’s 
friend since they were production assistants together on “A Time 
to Kill” in 1995. The script Taylor saw was written for a white 
woman, but he thought of Spencer nonetheless. 

“She had expressed to me she was frustrated,” Taylor said. 
“She’s grateful for her career, but she was being offered the same 
thing and never the lead. Women of color just don’t get the lead 
unless they’re a slave or a maid.” 

So he called his former roommate (they lived together in a 
mid-city Los Angeles duplex for seven years), and proposed this 
semi-deranged film that would be a departure for both of them. 
“I said, ‘Well, usually black people get killed in the first 15 
minutes of a horror film,”’ Spencer said. “And he said, ‘Not 
only do you not die within the first 15 minutes, but you ac¬ 
tually do all the killing.’ I thought, ‘OK, I’m interested.’” 
The script needed some work, though. Ma didn’t re¬ 
ally have a motivation, she was just crazy, and Taylor 
changed that. 

“The things that he changed weren’t based on race,” 
Spencer said. “It was just giving her a backstory, to give 
her a reason, in her mind, as to why she takes such a 
dark turn.” 


Spencer turns in brilliantly campy performance in thriller ‘Ma’ 



Universal Pictures/AP 


Octavia Spencer stars as a lonely woman who turns the tables on a 
group of teens looking to party in “Ma.” 


By Katie Walsh 

Tribune News Service 

Who knew Octavia Spencer 
would be the perfect actress 
to portray a 2019 version of 
Margaret White, the overbearing 
mother role that earned Piper 
Laurie an Oscar nomination for 
1976’s “Carrie”? Probably only 
Spencer herself, who turns in a 
brilliantly campy performance 
in the otherwise serviceable 
high school horror flick “Ma.” 
Updated for the times, Spencer’s 
Ma is certainly much hipper 
than Margaret — she attempts 
to connect with others by buying 
booze, not peddling scripture. 

Spencer’s “The Help” direc¬ 
tor Tate Taylor helms a script 
by “Workaholics” writer Scotty 
Landes. Taylor is a workman¬ 
like director, having dabbled 
in various genres. While his 
horror aesthetic isn’t necessar¬ 
ily memorable, the pace of “Ma” 
zips along while providing a 
foundation for Landes’ increas¬ 
ingly bonkers script (and most 


importantly, Spencer’s creepy- 
larious performance). 

Landes’ story relies on high 
school and horror movie arche¬ 
types to build the world, which 
is a tale about the way youthful 
trauma cycles over and over 
throughout a life. What makes 
it different is the placement of 
an older black woman as the 
fulcrum of the story, as both a 
victim and a villain who enacts 
her long-held revenge. 


Although “Ma” comes from 
“Get Out” producer Jason Blum 
and his production company 
Blumhouse, this isn’t quite sear¬ 
ing social commentary. Race is 
only briefly alluded to, though it’s 
an undercurrent that simmers 
beneath the story. In the hands 
of nonwhite filmmakers, it could 
have perhaps become a more 
open conversation within the 
film. Instead, Landes and Taylor 
deliver a thriller romp that 


delights in surface pleasures but 
doesn’t get too deep. 

Diana Silvers stars as Mag¬ 
gie, the new girl in school who 
has moved back to her mom’s 
(Juliette Lewis) hometown after 
her parents’ divorce. She falls in 
with the cool kids, who encounter 
the friendly vet tech Sue Ann 
(Spencer) one night while they’re 
trying to score beer. Soon, Sue 
Ann has invited them to party in 
her basement, under the auspices 
she’s glad they’re safe. But Sue 
Ann, whom the teens nickname 
“Ma,” sure does enjoy drinking 
with her new underage pals. As 
the crew dances to disco and ’80s 
tunes in her basement, beholden 
to her hospitality, Ma gets to re¬ 
live her high school years as the 
most popular girl in school. And 
she doesn’t like to drink alone. 

The intuitive Maggie’s hackles 
are raised by Ma’s clinginess and 
flirtations with her boyfriend, 
Andy (Corey Fogelmanis). And 
that’s even before she discovers 
all the old yearbook photos and 
hears the things that go bump in 


the night in Ma’s house while ev¬ 
eryone is otherwise indisposed. 
While the audience gets to go 
on this wild ride with Ma, deep 
into her own high school history 
to understand the deep-seated 
trauma that fuels her vengeful 
actions, we still never really 
understand what Ma wants. 

That both works for the movie 
— ratcheting up the suspense 
because you just never know 
what Ma is going to do — and 
against it, because by the end, 
her actions just seem random 
and chaotic. 

The true auteur on display in 
“Ma” is Spencer, who gives the 
movie its uniquely wild edge. 
Known for her roles in “The 
Help” and “Hidden Figures,” 
Spencer goes dark and sadistic 
with an enthusiastic glee, her 
signature smile, and she creates 
one of the most memorable hor¬ 
ror villains in recent history. She 
makes “Ma” worth it. 

“Ma” is rated R for violent/disturbing 
material, language throughout, sexual 
content, and for teen drug and alcohol 
use. Running time: 100 minutes. 
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A monstrous 
movie debut 


‘Godzilla’ delivers a 
different type of fight 
for Millie Bobby Brown 
in starring film role 



Kyle Chandler, left, and 
Millie Bobby Brown star 
in “Godzilla: King of the 
Monsters,” the sequel 
to 2014's “Godzilla.” 


By Jonathan Landrum Jr. 

Associated Press 


M illie Bobby Brown may use brute force 
against demon monsters in “Stranger 
Things,” but the teenage actress relies more 
on intelligence to outsmart the 500-foot-tall 
behemoths in the new Godzilla film. 

Brown, 15, plays Madison Russell, the quick-witted 
14-year-old daughter of divorced scientists who are each 
thrust in the middle of an epic earth-shattering battle in 
“Godzilla: King of the Monsters.” 

“The characters are completely different. One’s got 
superpowers, and one doesn’t,” said Brown, who portrays 
the mysterious Eleven, who wields telekinetic superpow¬ 
ers in the Netflix sci-fi series “Stranger Things.” 

“I’ve never played a daughter before, so that was actu¬ 
ally really quite different,” she said. “Usually I’m like 
adopted or like an orphan or something like that. I’ve 


never had a good upbringing in a project I’ve done.” 

The film is the first starring film role for the British 
actress. 

Vera Farmiga, who plays Madison’s mother. Dr. Emma 
Russell, called Brown a professional who made the jump 
from TV to the big screen in a “confident stride.” 

“She’s an old pro at it,” Farmiga said of Brown. “She’s 
a student. If she wasn’t on screen, she was at the screen 
like looking at the different ratios of film and studying 
everything. She’s a quick study.” 

“Godzilla: King of Monsters” is a follow-up to 2014’s 
“Godzilla” reboot and the 35th film in the franchise that 
began in 1954. The sequel highlights the battle between 
Godzilla and other monstrous creatures called the titans 
including Rodan, Mothra and his three-headed nemesis 
King Ghidorah. 

Brown said director Michael Dougherty helped her 
evolve in scenes where her character had to grow from 
being “pretty simple” to become “complicated.” The 


young actress will also star in the sequel “Godzilla vs. 
Kong,” which recently wrapped up filming and is ex¬ 
pected to be released next year. 

The films are part of Warner Bros.’ MonsterVerse 
featuring Godzilla and King Kong, which underwent his 
own big-screen makeover in 2017’s “Kong: Skull Island.” 

Brown said the new Godzilla film is a culmination of 
the cinematic legacy of the radiation-spewing reptilian 
monster, whom she jokingly called “a bit of a diva. Hard 
to work with occasionally, but all right.” 

O’Shea Jackson Jr., who plays a military officer, said as 
a child he would park in front of the television and watch 
Godzilla movies with his father, rapper Ice Cube, and 
brother and uncle. 

“I was bom to play in this film,” he said giddily dur¬ 
ing a recent interview. “I never thought in my wildest 
dreams, except for playing as a little kid knocking down 
Legos with Godzilla.” 

Brown said the new Godzilla is suited for fans like 
Jackson. 

“Imagine all the others that like, teenage boys have 
created in their bedroom with Legos, you know? So for 
me, it’s part of a love story with all of these incredible 
movies and these die-hard fans that literally come here, 
not to see any of us, but to see that monster. I think it’s so 
powerful,” she said at the film’s premiere. 

Dougherty said the new film is sort of a passion project 
because he’s been a fan of the Godzilla story since he was 
a child. He praised film production company Toho for 
originally creating Godzilla and pioneering the “concept 
of a cinematic universe.” 

“I grew up with the guy. I feel like I’ve been best 
friends with Godzilla since I was old enough to walk,” 
said Dougherty, who also co-wrote the film. “I used to 
draw Godzilla in my Bible in Catholic school. Much to 
the chagrin of the nuns. He was sort of my spirit animal 
growing up, in the weirdest way.” 

“Godzilla: King of Monsters” follows the efforts of 
the secret crypto-zoological agency Monarch as it faces 
off against the ancient monsters who were thought to be 
myths at first, but rise up to once again put humanity in 
jeopardy. The film touches on overpopulation and the 
monsters’ impact on climate change through radiation 
that causes earthquakes, forest fires, hurricanes and 
tsunamis. 

Kyle Chandler, who plays Madison’s father, said the 
monsters’ effect on climate change was “obviously a 
theme.” 

Dougherty said he wanted to highlight Godzilla and 
other monsters as iconic figures. He also felt the need to 
show compassion toward the main character, who he says 
is misunderstood. 

“You know with Godzilla and the other creatures, they 
have something to tell us if we are willing to listen,” he 
said. “They’re not just monsters for the sake of having 
monsters. They’re truly mythic. I really wanted to elevate 
the creatures in a way and really portray them as sort of 
these ancient deities. Go biblical with them. I just felt like 
that would make them resonate a little bit more than just 
seeing big animals, beating the crap out of each other, 
really giving them personalities and souls.” 


Godzilla is back and doing just fine in ‘King of the Monsters’ 



By Lindsey Bahr 

Associated Press 

It’s been a bit since moviegoers 
had the chance to catch up with 
Godzilla, five years in fact, which 
in cinematic franchise time feels 
like at least a few decades. In 
other words, it’s understandable 
if you go into “Godzilla: King of 
the Monsters” a little rusty on 
just what went down in Tokyo 
and San Francisco back in 2014. 

But “Godzilla: King of the 
Monsters” is a sequel in the loos¬ 
est possible sense that requires 
minimal recall from the audi¬ 
ence, which is likely a good thing 
for those whose brains have 
been overloaded with “Game 
of Thrones,” Avengers and 
Star Wars minutiae. Worry not, 
Godzilla is here to provide some 
old-fashioned summer spectacle, 
no CliffsNotes required. 

The filmmakers have even 
helpfully shifted the focus to 
another family entirely for this 
installment, from the inert Bro- 


dys (Aaron Taylor-Johnson and 
Elizabeth Olsen) to the Russells, 
a now-broken family of scientists 
who lived in San Francisco dur¬ 
ing the 2014 attack. There are 
a few holdovers though, mostly 
employees of Monarch, the secret 
multinational organization that 


studies the titans, like Dr. Ser- 
izawa (Ken Watanabe) and Dr. 
Graham (Sally Hawkins), who are 
being accused of hiding Godzilla 
from world governments who’d 
rather just destroy them all. 

As far as the newcomers go. 

Dr. Emma Russell (Vera Farmi¬ 


ga) also works for Monarch and 
has developed a machine called 
the Orca, which simulates the 
sounds of the various titans. 

She believes this can be used to 
help manage them. Emma lives 
with her 14-year-old daughter, 
Madison (“Stranger Things’” 
Millie Bobby Brown), who is 
precociously enchanted by her 
mother’s work and admires the 
primordial creatures. 

Madison’s father Mark Russell 
(Kyle Chandler) is not really 
in the picture, having left after 
the San Francisco incident, but 
is drawn back in when Emma 
and Madison (and the Orca) 
are kidnapped by some militant 
eco-terrorists led by Jonah Alan 
(Charles Dance). 

This group wants to use the ti¬ 
tans, of which there are now “17 
and counting” including a pretty 
dazzling Mothra and a less-en¬ 
chanting three-headed “Monster 
Zero,” to help reset the planet 
and reverse climate change and 
overpopulation. There’s some 


convenient explanation of why 
the radiation from the titans ac¬ 
tually helps revitalize vegetation, 
which, like many of the silly plot 
devices in this movie, you kind of 
just let slide. 

Michael Dougherty has taken 
the directing reins this time, 
from Gareth Edwards, and has 
done a fine job capturing the 
grandness of the titans, keeping 
the action coherent and balanc¬ 
ing the human element thanks to 
a terrific cast that also includes 
O’Shea Jackson Jr. and Thomas 
Middleditch. His script is also 
pleasingly light and often funny, 
although Bradley Whitford’s Dr. 
Stanton goes a little overboard 
trying to be the comic relief 

But even that is easy to give 
a pass to. “Godzilla: King of the 
Monsters” is turn-your-brain-off 
summer fun, and doesn’t need to 
be anything more than that. 

“Godzilla: King of the Monsters” is 
rated PG-13 for sequences of monster 
action violence, and for some language. 
Running time: 131 minutes. 












Friday, May 31,2019 


•Stars and Stripes* 




Page 25 


WEEKEND: MOVIES 


BEYOND THE MUSIC 

‘Rocketman’ weaves Elton John’s hits into a larger story 


REVIEW 

‘Rocketman’ is a uniquely wild ride 


By Peter Sblendorio 

New York Daily News 


W hen Sir Elton John takes the 
stage, his music isn’t the only 
thing that’s loud. 

The pop superstar’s outland¬ 
ish outfits are almost as enduring as his 
amazing melodies, so in a new movie about 
his life, it’s crucial that his Technicolor 
threads pop off the silver screen. 

As “Rocketman” hits theaters, it’s up 
to Taron Egerton to hit all the right notes 
as the singer, and up to costume designer 
Julian Day to make sure he looks smashing 
— and authentic — while doing it. 

“All costumes are significant, but I think 
they’re very significant in telling the story 
of his life,” Day told the Daily News. “Obvi¬ 
ously we’ve got his stage-wear and his exag¬ 
gerated lifestyle. All of that comes into play. 

“There’s just a connection with some of 
the songs and the outfits. Like ‘Goodbye 
Yellow Brick Road,’ it’s all about the idea 
of ‘[The] Wizard of Oz,’ the ruby red slip¬ 
pers, the Lion’s coat, the Tin Man’s shirt, 
the Scarecrow hat.... I just tried to put other 
references into the film.” 

“Rocketman” follows John’s meteoric rise 
to global fame, and his personal struggles 
along the way. 

The movie isn’t a straight-up biopic, but 
rather a fantastical musical that weaves 
John’s many hits into a larger story covering 
his stardom, substance abuse and sexuality 
in a time when being gay could have torpe¬ 
doed his career. 

“Elton really encouraged Dexter (director 
Fletcher) and Taron to go for the stuff that 
was real but not flattering, and very vul¬ 
nerable and very personal,” Bryce Dallas 
Howard, who stars as John’s mother, Sheila 
Eileen, told The News. 

“He’s connected to this part of himself 
that is raw and truthful and wild and brave. 
Because he’s someone who is so inspiring, it 
is absolutely important to get an audience to 
experience as close a journey to what Elton 
experienced himself. His sexuality is a huge 


part of his identity. ... He had relationships 
that were really defining in his life, and 
showing and revealing the nature of those 
relationships is a huge facet of this story.” 

To fully commit, Egerton, 29, sang classic 
John hits including “Tiny Dancer,” “Bennie 
& The Jets” and “Crocodile Rock” that are 
featured in the film. 

John, who is also executive producer, 
stopped by the set one day to meet the heads 
of every department. Day said. 

“I showed him all the concept drawings I 
was doing for his 
looks, and he ap- 

'Because he’s f" 

. Day explained. 

someone _who great, it 

is so inspiring, was very good to 

it is absolutely have him down 

important to get *ere and just 

.. . sort of get some 

an audience to feedbalkfrom 

experience as him, and just 

close a journey see that he liked 

to what Elton them That was 

experienced my mission to 

. _ make sure Elton 

himself. liked everything 

Bryce Dallas Howard he saw in the 

costar, “Rocketman” film.” 

The relation¬ 
ship between 

John and his longtime songwriting partner 
Bernie Taupin — who is played by Jamie 
Bell — is also explored in the movie. 

Howard, 38, was with Taupin this month 
at the Cannes Film Festival in France, 
where “Rocketman” got a standing ovation. 

“I said to Bernie, ‘Is this surreal? And 
he was, like, ‘Yeah.’... Then he paused and 
he goes, ‘You know, we’re not dead yet.’ It 
was this really funny thing of, these kinds 
of celebrations often happen after the fact,” 
Howard said. “For them to be alive and well 
and to be able to participate in it, and to 
guarantee the authenticity of it, that’s very 
unique, and really special and really fun. So 
of course, seeing their reactions after seeing 
the film and stuff, it’s really amazing.” 


By Katie Walsh 

Tribune News Service 

With the success of last year’s 
Queen biopic “Bohemian Rhap¬ 
sody,” it might feel too soon for 
another film about a queer British 
rock star who soared to fame in the 
1970s. But the Elton John biopic 
“Rocketman” is no “Bohemian 
Rhapsody” — it’s better. Wilder, 
louder and with a clear creative 
vision, this dizzy, delirious jukebox 
musical has the energy and visual 
dynamism to truly reflect the out¬ 
landish aesthetic and performance 
style of its subject. 

Dexter Fletcher, who took over 
for Bryan Singer on the last few 
weeks of “Bohemian Rhapsody,” 
gets to truly show what he’s got 
in “Rocketman.” And he doesn’t 
hold back. From the opening 
scene, in which Welsh actor Taron 
Egerton, playing John, marches 
into a group therapy session in full 
sequined, platformed, feathered 
regalia, it’s obvious that the film 
embraces roundabout and creative 
storytelling. 

The therapy session serves as a 
framing device for John’s life story 
that we revisit throughout the 
film. Slowly, he sheds pieces of his 
costume, which has become the 
colorful, clownish armor he’s built 
up around himself after a lifetime 
of searching for love and never 
receiving it. From his remote war 
veteran father (Steven Mackin¬ 
tosh) to his seemingly uncaring 
mother (Bryce Dallas Howard in 
full campy cockney mode) and an 
emotionally abusive relationship 
with his lover/manager John Reid 
(Richard Madden), Elton gives 
love to those who won’t return it. 

So he drowns his sorrows in booze, 
cocaine and shopping, pounding 
out his naked emotions on the 
piano. The only loving relationship 
in his life is with his best friend 
and songwriting partner Bernie 


Taupin (Jamie Bell). Their soulful 
creative connection is palpable, 
giving their greatest songs new 
shades of meaning. 

“Rocketman” is no staid biopic 
— it’s a full-blown rock musical, 
a parade through Elton John’s 
greatest hits, and his best outfits. 
Fletcher and writer Lee Hall use 
John’s songs as exposition, mov¬ 
ing the story along with expertly 
choreographed and colorful musi¬ 
cal numbers. The film frequently 
explodes into song-and-dance 
fantasy, expressing the emotional 
twists, turns and turmoil of each 
moment in John’s remarkable life. 

The anchor and the engine of 
“Rocketman” is a powerhouse 
performance by Egerton as John, 
quite possibly the role he was born 
to play, and the only actor who 
could pull off the acting and the 
vocal ability required by the role. 
Egerton sings all the songs himself 
in the film, no easy task, and one 
he tackles energetically. The live- 
performance sequences are en¬ 
hanced often by fantasy to capture 
the essence of the moment. 

Fletcher’s extravagant aesthetic 
and Egerton’s intense perfor¬ 
mance synergistically captures 
the spirit of John’s music and 
style. But fundamentally, the film 
is about John’s journey to finding 
love — self-love. The fantastical 
style allows for John to confront 
his past demons and embrace his 
inner child. Anally finding fulfill¬ 
ment from within. The film shapes 
John’s complex life into this easily 
digestible narrative, but because 
it’s working within the musical 
genre, where emotions are big and 
characters arcs are clear, it makes 
sense. “Rocketman” gives Elton 
John a biopic that is as wild and 
unique as he is. 

“Rocketman” is rated R for language 
throughout, some drug use and sexual 
content. Running time: 121 minutes. 
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DIG DEEP 


Interesting concept behind Heaven’s Vault 
takes a while to grab you, but stick with it 


Join archaeologist Aliya Elasra 
and her robot sidekick Six as 
they uncover a forgotten past 
and decipher a lost language 
in Heaven’s Vault. 

Photos courtesy of Inkle 


By Christopher Byrd 

The Washington Post 

L earning a language can lead to a pro¬ 
found transformation of how one inter¬ 
acts with the world. But the struggle to 
acquire a basic proficiency is enough to 
deter most of us from stretching our linguistic 
abilities. Heaven’s Vault is a visual novel that dra¬ 
matizes the grind and reward that comes from 
studying a foreign language, where progressing 
through the game’s worlds of robots and space¬ 
ships is dependent upon adding to its heroine 
Aliya Elasra’s vocabulary. 

Aliya lives in a society that doesn’t value his¬ 
tory and takes very little interest in anything 
but its immediate affairs. Most believe that the 
pattern of life follows a looping path of death and 
rebirth, and everything that has happened before 
will happen again. Aliya’s work as an archeologist 
is looked down upon by many of the people around 
her who think she fritters away her time looking 
into the past. Considering that we live in an era 
when humanities departments are shrinking. 
Heaven’s Vault plays like an 
ode to humanistic pursuits. 

Aliya’s story begins at the 
University of lox where she 
is summoned by Professor 
Myari to help find a member 
of the faculty, a roboticist, 
who has gone missing. 

The women share a rocky 
personal history. Myari took 
Aliya, as a teenager, from a 
grim orphanage on the moon 
of Elboreth — a place known 
for its poverty and slave 
market — and brought her 
to lox, the power seat of the 
known universe. Aliya is not 
overtly grateful for Myari’s 
intervention in her life. She 
doesn’t feel at home with the 
prosperous people on lox, 
and most of the people on 
Elboreth no longer see her as 
one of their own. 

Protest as she might, 

Myari assigns Aliya a robot 


to accompany her on the expedition to learn of 
the roboticist’s whereabouts. Casually derisive, 
Aliya names the robot Six on account of the pre¬ 
vious robots she’s had and lost. Though Six calls 
Aliya “mistress,” and is generally deferential, he 
is not wholly servile. His “ethical core” prevents 
him from allowing Aliya to undertake hazardous 
actions that place her in grave jeopardy. 

Banter lies at the heart of their odd-couple rela¬ 
tionship. Aliya’s brusque personality is contrasted 
with Six’s ongoing insightful, ironic commentary. 

I found the pair more endearing as I got deeper 
into the game, which was a slow burn. Heaven’s 
Vault is a celebration of the fact that all things 
come to an end. It holds archaeology up for admi¬ 
ration because it specializes in determining how 
things ended. 

As Aliya follows the trail of the roboticist, she 
learns that he was trying to prevent the recur¬ 
rence of a past cataclysmic event. Her knowledge 
of archaeology and talent for learning an ancient 
script proves essential to uncovering the events 
that led to the collapse of a previous civilization. 


Aliya’s journey bears little resemblance to the 
swashbuckling adventures of Lara Croft, the most 
famous archaeologist in video games. Aliya’s 
work rarely sees her performing daring physi¬ 
cal acts. Mostly, she travels to different places, 
collects objects, and tries to formulate a timeline 
based on the inferences that she observes. Many 
of the artifacts she comes across are inscribed 
with an ancient hieroglyphic script, which players 
must do their best to translate by studying the 
relationships among symbols. 

Aliya’s friend Huang, a scholar at the Univer¬ 
sity of lox, serves as a referee for her translations 
as does her friend Tapi on Elboreth who runs a 
disreputable business in antiques. Both men as¬ 
sist Aliya with her translations by comparing the 
lines of text she finds with similar lines from the 
items in their collections. 

Like an agitated student just back from sum¬ 
mer vacation, at first I wasn’t into the trial and 
error involved in guessing the meaning of differ¬ 
ent glyphs. But about a dozen hours in, I found 
myself looking forward to conversations with 
Huang and Tapi. Apparently, Heaven’s Vault 

boasts an array of branching 
narrative paths. Alas, I ran 
into a few hiccups. 

Once, while steering 
Aliya’s ship. Six said, “We’re 
going in circles!” Then sec¬ 
onds later, as our destination 
was coming into sight, “We 
found it.” 

On another occasion Huang 
asked me to send Six from the 
room. Then he relayed to me 
a bit of information which he 
had no trouble bringing up a 
moment later after I exited the 
room and returned with Six. 

Quibbles notwithstand¬ 
ing, I enjoyed Heaven’s Vault 
after I put in some effort and 
got over my early fidgets. If I 
ever decide to study ancient 
Greek, I’m sure I’ll think of it. 

Platforms: PC, PlaySta¬ 
tion 4 

Online: inklestudios.com/ 
heavensvault 



More game reviews at stripes.com/games 
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The Merchant's Bridge in Erfurt, Germany, is lined with houses and shops. The bridge is one of the last inhabited bridges left in the world, with about 80 occupants. 


By Martin E gnash 
Stars and Stripes 

E rfurt, a relatively undis¬ 
covered (by Americans) 
gem, is one of the best- 
preserved medieval 
city centers in Germany and is 
located only a few hours’ drive 
north of U.S. Army Garrison 
Bavaria. 

Erfurt is the capital of the 
Thuringia region of Germany, 
which is seldom visited by ser- 
vicemembers, compared to the 
often- and over-visited Bavaria. 

Thuringia itself is a beautiful 
area with vast forests. But Erfurt 
is really the gem of the region. 

The city owes much of its lore 
to its university, the oldest in 
Germany. The university’s most 
famous student, Martin Luther, 
who later lived in the city’s St. 
Augustine Monastery, went on to 
start the Protestant Reformation. 

Erfurt Cathedral, also known 
as St. Mary’s Cathedral, domi¬ 
nates the main town square. It is 
where Luther was ordained. The 
outside is a very pretty cluster 
of gothic spires on top of a small 
hill, while the inside is strewn 
with relics and treasures, like 
the largest medieval bell in the 
world and a bronze candelabra, 
named Wolfram, which is the 



Erfurt Cathedral, also known as St Mary's Cathedral, left, sits atop a small hill overlooking the Erfurt's main town square, right. 


oldest free-standing cast work in 
Germany. 

If history isn’t your thing, then 
note this: It’s very pretty, too. 

The cathedral is next door to 
the St. Severus Church, which 
is adorned with walls of stained 
glass. 

The little hill the two churches 
sit on overlooks a beautiful 
town square with old buildings, 
Thuringian restaurants and cof¬ 
fee shops. The buildings on the 
square are all unique, and some 


feature intricate details like suits 
of armor carved atop windows or 
elaborate paintings on the walls. 

Nearby is the Petersberg 
Citadel, one of the largest and 
best-preserved town fortresses 
in Europe, which has several 
museums and a great view over 
the town. 

A little tip: Hidden around 
one of the defensive walls is a 
swing set, where you can swing 
over the city while taking in the 
scenic views. 


Another famous site in Erfurt 
is the Merchant’s Bridge. This 
cobblestone pedestrian bridge 
is one of the few bridges left in 
the world that have inhabited 
buildings on it. About 80 people 
still live in the houses on it, in 
between the bakeries and shops. 

The bridge, which dates to 
1325, is lined with picturesque 
half-timbered shops that sell 
artisanal goods, bread and spe¬ 
cialty foods in addition to some 
bars and restaurants. If you take 


a seat in one of them, you will 
most likely get treated to a fan¬ 
tastic view over the Breitsrom, a 
branch of the Gera River. 

Erfurt can’t be reduced to 
merely one or two megasites. It’s 
mostly about the atmosphere. 

The real tourist joys are found by 
walking the old streets, admir¬ 
ing the hundreds-of-years-old 
structures and just getting into 
the medieval spirit of the place. 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 
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Exploring Slovenia's romantic Alpine retreat 


T iny Slovenia, nestled where the 

Alps meet the Adriatic Sea, is one 
of Europe’s most unexpectedly 
charming destinations, with spec¬ 
tacular natural beauty and a fascinating 
recent history — yet much of it is still far 
off many tourists’ radar. One of its bright¬ 
est gems is a romantic getaway that once 
entertained emperors and presidents: 

Lake Bled. 

Nestled up against the northeast side 
of the rugged Julian Alps, just south of 
the Austrian border. Lake Bled is almost 
certainly the most photogenic, relaxing 
spot in Slovenia (and that’s saying a lot). 
The picture-perfect lake laps up against a 
tiny church-topped island, sheer cliffs that 
lead to an improbably perched medieval 
castle, and the bare feet of toe-dipping 
vacationers. Since the Hapsburg days, this 
is where Slovenes have taken their guests 
— whether kings or cousins — to show off 
their nation’s natural wonders. 

The four-mile path that rings the lake 
is an understandably popular route for a 
stroll. At a leisurely pace, the path takes 
about an hour and a half on foot, but I’d 
allow more for snapping photos of the 
ever-changing views. While walking the 
lakeside is slo-mo bliss, biking lets you 
fast-forward through the scenery. Either 
way, you’ll pass several grand villas, most 
of them built by local aristocrats in the 
early 19th century. The most notewor¬ 
thy is the former residence of Yugoslav 
president-for-life Marshal Tito — today 
the Hotel Vila Bled, a fine place to have a 
coffee and pretend that Tito has invited 
you to drop by. 

No visit to Lake Bled is complete 
without a trip to its steeple-capped island, 
which nudges the lake’s quaintness level 



Cameron HEWixT/Ricksteves.com 

Visitors enjoy a scenic ride to a Lake Bled island on a traditional pletna boat. 


over the top. The most romantic route to 
the island is on one of the lake’s unique 
fiat-bottomed pletna boats. Like the equal¬ 
ly distinctive gondolas of Venice, these 
boats carry on a tradition dating back gen¬ 
erations. Locals still build their pletnas 
by hand with larch wood from a design 

passed down from 
father to son for 
centuries. Since 
the boats have no 
keel, the skilled 
oarsmen must 
work hard to steer 
them with each 
stroke. Watching 
them row is a spe¬ 
cial experience 
— but a pletna 
ride is expen¬ 
sive, and the oarsmen stick close to their 
30-minute waiting time on the island. 
Fortunately, you can rent a simple wooden 
rowboat for much less money (and enjoy 
the pletna boats from the outside). 

The pretty Church of the Assumption, 
atop the tiny island’s summit, stands on 
the site of an eighth-century Slavic pagan 
temple. It’s a popular spot for weddings — 
even though tradition dictates that grooms 
carry their bride up the 99 steps leading 
from the boat dock up to the church door. 
According to local superstition, ringing 
the church bell three times with one big 
pull on the rope that hangs down to the 
altar will grant you a wish. 

If you have at least a few hours to spend 
here, you could follow one of the hiking 
paths lead up into the hills surrounding 
the lake. From these hills you can peer not 
just down into the lake, but up to the sur¬ 


rounding Julian Alps, which are crowned 
by the triple peaks of Mount Triglav: 
Slovenia’s highest point and national 
symbol. And the big mountain behind the 
town of Bled, called Stol (“Chair”), is part 
of the Karavanke range that defines the 
Austrian border. Bled is a great jumping- 
off point for scenic mountain drives and 
other worthwhile side trips, such as the 
more rugged region around Lake Bohinj. 

Even on a short visit. I’d make the short 
hike up to Bled Castle for a little bit of 
history and lots of big views. The various 
sights at the castle — a decent history 
museum, frescoed chapel, old-fashioned 


printing press and wine cellar — are cute, 
but the real reason to come up here is to 
bask in the sweeping panoramas. 

No matter what, be sure to try the 
town’s sweet specialty, a cream cake 
called kremna rezina: a layer of cream 
and a thick layer of vanilla custard 
artfully sandwiched between sheets of 
delicate, crispy crust. For many Slovenes, 
the chance to sample this famous dessert 
is reason enough to visit Bled. 

Rick Steves (ricksteves.com) writes European 
travel guidebooks and hosts travel shows on public 
television and public radio. Email him at rick@ 
ricksteves.com and follow his blog on Facebook. 



Rick Steves 


TOP TRAVEL PICKS 



Courtesy of dinnerinthesky.be 


Dinner in the Sky allows patrons to experience fine dining at a table 
suspended by a crane in Brussels. Available June 13-23. 


Africa Festival in 
Wuerzburg, Germany 

Often imitated but never sur¬ 
passed: Wuerzburg, Germany’s 
Africa Festival is billed as both 
the oldest and largest festival for 
African music and culture in all 
Europe. Last year’s 30th anni¬ 
versary edition attracted some 
95,000 visitors to its traditional 
home turf by the banks of the 
Main River. 

The festival offers a vivid 
patchwork of things to do both 
day and night. The bazaar con¬ 
sists of a handicrafts market and 
dozens of food stands. On stage, 
musicians play and models take 
to the catwalk at a fashion show. 
Drinks are served in a club-like 
atmosphere as D Js provide the 
soundtrack. Children can enjoy 
storytelling and other activities 
geared to their interests. Other 
areas of the festival are set up 
for film screenings and wine 
tastings. 

By night, a circus tent is the 
venue for concerts performed 
by popular artists from Africa 
and the Caribbean, along with 
European acts inspired by their 
sounds. This year’s crop of 
performers enjoying top bill¬ 
ing includes Moonlight Benja¬ 
min, Anna & Saliou Cissokho, 
Kokoroko, Femi Kuti, BCUC, 
Thabile, Mokoomba, Lucibela, 
Toure Kunda, Memoria, Leila 
Akinyi, Jahcoustix, Sista Awa 
and Gentleman. 

A variety of ticketing options 



Karen Bradbury 



are available: concert tickets, 
festival tickets and multi-day 
passes. Tickets to the evening 
concerts begin at 35 euros; 
holders to the evening concerts 
can also take advantage of free 
entry to the festival on the day 
their concert takes place. Tickets 
to the festival zone only are 
available for 8 euros adults and 
6 euros students; a family day 
ticket goes for 25 euros. A pass 
valid for all concerts and all days 
of the festival goes for 109 euros. 
The festival grounds open at 11 
a.m. daily. Online: africafestival. 
org 

Leonardo da Vinci 
exhibition in London 

In 1519, Leonardo da Vinci 
died at the age of 67. The 500th 
anniversary of the multitalented 
genius’ death is being heralded 
with exhibitions in Milan, Rome 


and France’s Loire region. 

Another not-to-be-missed ex¬ 
hibition runs through Oct. 13 of 
this year. “Leonardo da Vinci: A 
Life in Drawing” is currently on 
show at The Queen’s Gallery in 
Buckingham Palace in London. 
The exhibition displays more 
than 200 of the master’s greatest 
drawings from the Royal Col¬ 
lection, making this the largest 
exhibition of Leonardo’s work in 
more than 65 years. 

Leonardo drew to work out his 
ideas and search for the univer¬ 
sal laws governing creation. The 
collection provides insight into 
Leonardo’s mindset and refiects 
the vast range of his interests, 
from painting to architecture, 
anatomy and engineering. The 
exhibition is accompanied by a 
side program of lectures, work¬ 
shops, performances and even an 
escape game. 

Tickets are online and go 
for 13.50 pounds (about $17.10) 
adults and 6.70 pounds for those 
under 17; 5 and under are free. 
Online: tinyurl.com/yydwfik3 

Lofty ambitions 

Those with no fear of heights 
might want to mark their calen¬ 
dars for the following happen¬ 
ings: 

Brussels: Dinner in the Sky 
represents the opportunity for 
22 patrons to dine on exquisite 
dishes prepared by a top chef 
while seated on a platform that’s 
been hoisted high up in the air 
by a crane; three to four sessions 


are available daily June 13-23; 
seatings cost from 295 euros per 
person. Online: dinnerinthesky. 
be 

London: Zip Now London is 
the chance to ride on the biggest, 
fastest city-center zipline in the 
world. From a 115-foot-high 
launch tower, riders travel 740 
feet, achieving speeds of more 
than 30 miles per hour. Riders 
must be 8 or older and weight re¬ 
strictions apply. Ages 8-15 must 
be accompanied by an adult. Zip 
Now operates June 12-Sept. 15. 
Rides cost 27 UK pounds per go. 
Online: zip-now.co/london2019 

Luxembourg: the City Skylin- 
er, at 265 feet the world’s highest 
mobile observation tower, will be 


set up on the Place de la Con¬ 
stitution in the Grand Duchy’s 
capital June 29 through Aug. 18. 
Its rotating platform provides 
stunning views of the cityscape 
and Petrusse Valley. Entry costs 
7 euros for adults and 4 euros for 
ages 4-12. Online: tinyurl.com/ 
yxnjj3kl 

Copenhagen: We’re still 
awaiting word as to the official 
opening date of Copenhill, a 
new center for urban mountain 
sports including climbing, skiing 
and snowboarding; the long- 
anticipated event is slated for 
this summer. The complex will 
include one of the world’s highest 
artificial climbing walls. Online: 
copenhill.dk 
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WEEKEND: FOOD & DINING 


After Hours: Germany 


By Martin E gnash 
Stars and Stripes 

I f you’re stationed in the 
Tower Barracks in Grafen- 
woehr, you’ve likely seen 
the two doner kebab restau¬ 
rants right outside the rear gate 
of the base, on Alte Amberger 
Strasse. The doner places stare 
directly across the street into 
the meat-cooking eyes of their 
competition. 

Doners, known as gyros in the 
U.S., are one of the most popular 
street foods in Germany. The 
restaurants of these sliced-meat 
sandwiches command fierce 
loyalty over who makes the best 
doners. 

But who’s got the greatest 
gyro in Graf? Who dishes out 
the dankest doner in this part of 
Deutschland? 

I’ve taken it upon myself to 
settle, for good and all, who holds 
sway over Grafenwoehr’s doner 
kebabs: Anadalu Kebabhaus or 
Marmaris Grill. 

Absolutely none of the sol¬ 
diers I’ve ever spoken with has 
known the name of either of 
these places, so for your refer¬ 
ence, Anadalu Kebabhaus is the 
one on the left side of the street 
when you leave the base, and 
Marmaris Grill is opposite it, 
attached to Ed’s Bar. 

Both shops serve up basically 
the same thing. The mainstays 
at both are the sliced rotisserie 
meat in a bun or wrap, with veg¬ 
etables and sauce. Both also have 
dishes like pides (Turkish pizza), 
hamburgers and chicken nuggets 
(for some reason). 

For this competition, I am lim¬ 
iting the choices to doners. You’ll 
have to get somebody else to try 
their chicken nuggets. 

Marmaris’ attachment to Ed’s 
Bar gives it points in the eyes 
of the many soldiers who find 
themselves hungry after a night 
out partying. Not only is the 
smaller doner place a few feet 



Above: The outside of 
Anadolu Kebabhaus, which 
offers table seating inside 
and a small outdoor patio. 

Right: An Anadolu kebab. 

out the door of the pub, 
but Marmaris is also open 
much later. In fact, it’s your 
only option late at night. 

Anadalu, however, has a 
larger seating area. Mar¬ 
maris can seat only two 
people inside, and awkwardly at 
that. Whereas Anadalu has ac¬ 
tual tables, as well as an outdoor 
patio. Overall, I’d say Anadalu 
looks like the kebab hostess with 
the mostest from the outside. 

Marmaris has fewer toppings 
on the doner, too. You basically 
get meat, lettuce, tomato, onions, 
that purple cabbage, and sauce. 
Cheese is extra, but worth it. 
Anadalu’s has this same com¬ 
bination. However, you also get 
this cool shredded cucumber 
mix thrown in there that adds 
some pop. 

I also just feel like there’s 
more in a Marmaris doner. It’s 
almost hard to eat, it has so much 
in it. I think when functionality 
is chucked out of the window 


to add more ingredients, it’s a 
good thing. Maybe that’s just me, 
though. 

But what surprises me is that 
even though you seem to get 
more stuff at an Anadalu doner, 

I find myself enjoying every bite 
more with my Marmaris Grill 
gyro. 

I’m not sure why, but the meat 
just seems juicier to me. More 
packed with that street-meat 
fiavor that I’m looking for when 
I’m hankering for a doner. 

The meat, the red cabbage, the 
sauce ... everything just works. 

All logic points to Anadalu 
Kebabhaus, but for some reason, 
I prefer Marmaris Grill. 

egnash.martin(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: (i)Marty_Stripes 






Photos by Martin EoNASH/Stars and Stripes 


A doner kebab from Marmaris Grill, in Grafenwoehr, Germany, has 
so many goodies stuffed inside that it’s hard to eat. 

Below: Marmaris is attached to a bar, and open late. 



ANADALU KEBABHAUS, 
MARMARIS GRILL 


Address: Alte Amberger 
Strasse, Grafenwohr 
Directions: A straight shot out 
the rear gate of Tower Bar¬ 
racks, down Alte Amberger 
Strasse. Walking distance. 
Hours: Anadalu Kebabhaus 
hours not listed; Marmaris 


Grill 11 a.m. to 1 a.m., later on 
weekends 

Drinks: Soft drinks and beer 
Food: Doners, fries and 
chicken nuggets 
Prices: Around $5 per meal 
Dress: Casual 

— Martin Egnash 


Gaby Cooking fans don’t need cable TV to tune in 


By Alicia Rancilio 

Associated Press 

Almost every Monday night. Gaby 
Dalkin, hosts a live cooking demo from her 
home in southern California on her Insta- 
gram account. What’s Gaby Cooking. 

The show is under an hour and Dalkin’s 
husband, Thomas Dawson, records it and 
reads out questions and comments from 
viewers. 

Dalkin, who went to culinary school and 
has worked as a private chef, will offer 
tips for de-boning salmon, cleaning mush¬ 
rooms, and joke about her polka dot sweat¬ 
suit that Thomas says resembles pajamas. 
It’s all very casual and doable, which 
Dalkin said is the point. 

“It’s like you’re cooking alongside your 
best friend in the kitchen,” said Dalkin in 
a recent interview. “I don’t want to spend 
five hours cooking a meal and I know ev¬ 
eryone else doesn’t. Let’s show people how 
to make something simple and delicious 
and go about our lives.” 

It turns out there is an audience who 


make tuning in a ritual. 

“We have people in India where it’s their 
morning when they’re watching,” said 
Dalkin. 

She recently got a message from a 
viewer’s husband who said every Monday 
night he falls asleep listening to her voice 
because his wife is watching as they go to 
bed. He wanted to not like her, but now he’s 
a fan. 

She also encourages her followers to 
make the recipes throughout the week and 
tag her on Instagram, which as Dalkin 
notes, is free marketing and publicity. 

Thomas may be heard and not seen in 
the cooking demos, but he’s earned his 
own devotees. There’s an Instagram ac¬ 
count, What’s Thomas Eating, where he’s 
often poking fun at his wife. He sometimes 
posts his own videos when he’s home alone 
and cooking her recipes. 

“He started What’s Thomas Eating as a 
total joke and I think sometimes he’s more 
influential than I am,” laughed Dalkin. 

Dalkin says she’s not looking for a tradi¬ 
tional cooking show because she feels like 


she’s already doing that online. 

“Back in the day, all I wanted was to be 
the ‘Next Food Network Star.’ I applied 
three years in a row and got denied three 
years in a row. Yes, we would do some sort 
of TV series, but I would need it to be a lot 
more animated and fun and maybe even 
lifestyle and travel-related.” 

Dawson is in the process of transition¬ 
ing from his day job in advertising to work 
with Gaby full-time. The goal is to ramp 
up their content and produce more videos 
for her website, YouTube and Instagram 
accounts. Dalkin also has two cookbooks, 
“Absolutely Avocados” (fans know she se¬ 
riously loves avocados,) and “What’s Gaby 
Cooking: Everyday California Food.” She’s 
now working on a third. 

“I haven’t taken a day off in the last prob¬ 
ably five years,” confesses Dalkin. “Some¬ 
times I’ll have a full meltdown because I 
can’t think of any recipes and Thomas is 
good about being like, ‘Let’s go for a walk 
and remove ourselves from the kitchen 
and where we normally work.’” 

Online: whatsgabycooking.com 



Chris Pizzello/AP 


Gaby Dalkin, shown April 10 at Santa 
Monica Downtown Farmers Market in 
Santa Monica, Calif., is the chef behind 
the popular website and social media 
accounts What's Gaby Cooking. 
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‘Game of Thrones’ leaves a lasting legacy in Northern Ireland 


By Meredith Blake 

Los Angeles Times 

T he Europa Hotel in Belfast, Ireland, was once 
known as the most bombed hotel in Europe, 
but on a Friday morning in April, it’s bustling 
with tourists enjoying a hearty breakfast buf¬ 
fet. Almost no one recognizes Conleth Hill, the actor 
who plays Varys, the bald eunuch and royal adviser 
whose cunning enabled him to survive nearly eight 
seasons on one of TV’s bloodiest shows, “Game of 
Thrones,” without ever lifting a sword. 

The anonymity (aided by the reappearance of his 
thick, silver hair) doesn’t appear to faze him. Here 
he’s just another local who lives an hour away in Bal- 
lycastle, the seaside town where he grew up, another 
customer who is indulging in a gut-busting breakfast of 
bacon, eggs, sausage, potato bread and white pudding. 

“Game of Thrones” ended its wildly popular run on 
HBO on May 19. Roughly 75% of the series was filmed 
on soundstages and in otherworldly locations around 
Northern Ireland. 

The most ambitious and most honored show of the 
decade “has pumped more than $250 million into the 
local economy since 2009, provided jobs and training 
for hundreds of crew members and spawned a thriving 
tourism trade. It helped transform Belfast into one of 
Europe’s most vital entertainment industry hubs and 


remade Northern Ireland’s image across the world. 

It’s a dramatic lift for a country that was once syn¬ 
onymous with intractable sectarian violence. Tensions 
between Irish nationalists, who are predominantly 
Catholic and favor a united Ireland, and British loyal¬ 
ists, who are mostly Protestant and want to remain part 
of the United Kingdom, have existed for hundreds of 
years but came to a head from the late ’60s until the 
Good Friday Agreement of 1998 — a period known, 
almost euphemistically, as the Troubles. During three 
decades of bloodshed, an estimated 3,600 people were 
killed. 

Although the country has been largely free of vio¬ 
lence for 21 years, Brexit has raised the possibility of 
new tensions at the border. 

“Game of Thrones” has helped the 1.8 million resi¬ 
dents of Nothern Ireland contemplate a future beyond 
grim headlines. The show, says Hill, has been “life¬ 
changing,” a sentiment shared by many. 

Helen Sloan, who grew up in a small village called 
Ahoghill and spent eight seasons as the show’s stills 
photographer, recalls how people used to ask if she was 
a member of the IRA when she traveled abroad; now 
they ask her about “Game of Thrones.” 

“We’ve come so far as a people and now we have this 
jewel in the crown to be so proud of,” she says, acknowl¬ 
edging what may be the greatest legacy of the series: 
hope. 


“You can’t really overstate the difference between 
the screen industry in Northern Ireland before ‘Game 
of Thrones’ and the screen industry after ‘Game of 
Thrones,”’ says Richard Williams, chief executive of 
Northern Ireland Screen, an agency that promotes the 
local film and television industry. 

Ten years ago, there were no full-time studio facili¬ 
ties in the country. The former site of the Harland 
and Wolff shipyard was a derelict patch of land on the 
Belfast waterfront distinguished only by Samson and 
Goliath, a pair of towering yellow cranes. 

But nearby was a cavernous building known as the 
Paint Hall, once used to put the finishing touches on 
huge ocean liners, including the doomed RMS Titanic. 
It was “scruffy and unpleasant,” Williams recalls, but 
it was big, with 90-foot ceilings that comfortably fit six 
“Game of Thrones” soundstages. 

In addition to this space. Northern Ireland offered 
relatively inexpensive labor and housing, and a wide 
array of natural scenery and centuries-old ruins within 
a 90-minute drive of central Belfast. (The show also 
filmed in Iceland, Croatia, Spain and Morocco, among 
other countries.) 

A project of this magnitude in a country with about 
as many people as Idaho means nearly every taxi 
driver has a story to share about someone who was 
involved in a pivotal way. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31 
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About 13,000 people were cast 
as extras, and, for many, the 
role of background actor offered 
entry to a lifestyle they could 
never have imagined before 
the start of the series. Extras 
planned vacations from work 
so they could come back to the 
series each season. They were 
known to be fiercely loyal to their 
fictional roles; some background 
actors who were cast as mem¬ 
bers of the Night’s Watch have 
been around since the pilot. 

Other shows have followed 
the lead of “Game of Thrones” 
in Northern Ireland, including 
the Syfy series “Krypton” and 
the BBC/RTE drama “Dublin 
Murders.” Locals are especially 
proud of “Derry Girls,” an irrev¬ 
erent sitcom that follows a group 
of Catholic schoolgirls during the 
Troubles (available on Netfiix). 
HBO also ordered a pilot for a 
“Game of Thrones” prequel, set 
to film this summer in Northern 
Ireland. 

Meanwhile, “Game of 
Thrones” tourism is booming 
(350,000 visitors contributed 
at least $64 million to the local 
economy in 2018), in sometimes 
unexpected ways. The Dark 
Hedges, a lane of undulating 
beech trees in County Antrim 
that appeared once, fleetingly, 
in the Season 2 premiere, has 
become so popular with the 
Instagramming hordes that local 
authorities had to close the road 
to traffic. 

Fans can go “glamping” 

— glamorous camping — at 
“Winterfell” (aka Castle Ward in 
County Down), wear medieval 
costumes on a group tour of 
filming locations or opt for a DIY 
tour via iPhone app. As of next 
spring, pilgrims will be able to 
visit the Game of Thrones Studio 
Tour, a permanent attraction 40 
minutes from Belfast featuring 
sets, costumes and props from 
the series. 

But even though it’s likely that 
“Game of Thrones” will continue 
to draw visitors for some time, 
the loss of the show is still pro¬ 
found. Says Williams, “I would 
never want to diminish the story 
of ‘Game of Thrones’ by pretend¬ 
ing it can just be replicated.” 

At the Ulster Museum, an in¬ 
stitution dedicated to the culture 
and history of Northern Ireland, 
a 250-foot linen tapestry tells the 
story of the first seven seasons of 
“Game of Thrones.” It is hand- 
embroidered in a style inspired 
by the 11th century Bayeux Tap¬ 
estry that contrasts amusingly 
with the show’s premium cable 
storylines. 

Sloan, 37, the show’s principal 
stills photographer, is one of the 
few crew members who inter¬ 
acted with virtually everyone 
involved in “Game of Thrones,” 
from actors and producers to 
painters and plasterers. 

The long, intense hours on 
set inevitably led to a lot of 
“Troubles chat” between people 
who grew up on different sides, 
she says. “It’s easy to work with 
people who don’t share your 
views when you’re working 
together for a common goal. All 
that stuff had already started to 
fall by the wayside, and I hope by 
the time my daughter is my age, 
all of that’s going to be a distant 
memory, that she brings her kids 
to listen to granny talk about all 
that weird stuff that happened 
here 60 years ago.” 
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By Aya Ichihashi 

Stars and Stripes 

A fter Golden Week, Okinawa 
usually marches into tsuyu, 
or rainy season, which lasts 
until late June. 

For some, the gloomy sky and con¬ 
stant rain makes them feel blue. Oth¬ 
ers may appreciate the little break 
from the blazing sun, because after 
the rainy season is over, Okinawa is 
officially in summer. 

As for me, as soon as the Japan 
Meteorological Agency announces 
that Okinawa is in rainy season, it’s 
time to hit the road to the Yohena 
Hydrangea Garden to see some 
pretty fiowers. 

Located in the Izumi neighbor¬ 
hood of Motobu, the garden’s 10,000 
hydrangeas welcome visitors from 
around the world. During the peak 
season, as many as 300,000 fiowers 
can be seen there. 

The founder, Uto Yohena, original¬ 
ly tended a tangerine grove. At age 
60, she started the garden with just 
a few hydrangeas from a relative. 

She kept expanding her hydrangea 
garden and soon the hydrangeas 
took over the field. 

In 2001, she opened her garden for 
everyone to enjoy. 

Now the garden offers as many 
as 40 types of hydrangeas and 100 
species of other fiowers, including 
begonia, Medinilla maginifica and 
bird-of-paradise. 

When I visited last week, the 
gardenia was fully bloomed and 
spreading its amazing scent. 

May 20 to early June may be the 
peak season for hydrangeas this 
year; however, it all depends on the 
weather, and you can visit a few 
times during the season. 

I make it a tradition to visit the 


garden during the rainy season, 
which gives me a reason to look 
forward to the rain, rather than 
complain about it. 

When I pull up to the parking lot 
and sneak a peek of the garden from 
outside, my heart jumps every time. 
The layers of greens, blues, purples 
and pinks seem to reach out and 
grab me. If it’s raining, it’s even bet¬ 
ter, because the rain drops make the 
blues even bluer and the greens even 
greener. 

The soil composition determines 
the color of the hydrangea flower. 

If the soil is acidic, the flower turns 
blue; but if the soil is neutral to alka¬ 
line, the flower turns pink. 

Because of this, you can have both 
pink and blue hydrangeas by chang¬ 
ing the soil. 

The garden sells small potted 
hydrangeas for you to take home. 

After walking through the garden 
and seeing the beautiful fiowers, I 
am ready for some fresh tankan- 
tangerine juice, made from locally 
grown tangerines and served at a 
small cafe. It’s available only during 
the hydrangea season. 

The tankan juice is so refreshing 
and delicious, especially while con¬ 
templating the amazing view from 
the cafe. 

Seated there, I cannot help but 
look for Ms. Uto in the garden. 

I loved to see her chatting with 
visitors or greeting guests with her 
gentle smile. 

Unfortunately, Ms. Uto died in 
April last year, after a fulfilling 100 
years of life, including nearly four 
decades nurturing her beloved fiow¬ 
ers. Her family is now taking care 
of the garden and carrying on her 
accomplishment and legacy. 

ichihashi.aya(I)stripes.com 




Uto Yohena 
started Yohena 
Hydrangea 
Garden on 
Okinawa at age 
60 with just a 
few hydrangeas 
from a relative. 
Now visitors 
from around 
the world flock 
to see the 
hydrangeas. 
The peak 
season to view 
the hydrangeas 
at the garden 
is expected to 
last through 
early June this 
year. 


Aya Ichihashi 

Stars and Stripes 



ON THE QT 

DIRECTIONS 

Address: 1312 Izumi, 
Motobu, Kunigami District, 
Okinawa 905-0221 

TIMES 

Open daily, 9 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. This year the garden 
will be open until late June. 

COSTS 

400 yen (about $3.60) for 
adults; 200 yen for elemen¬ 
tary through high school 
students. Free parking. 

FOOD 

Shaved ice 250 yen, passion 
fruit juice 350 yen, tankan 
tangerine juice 350 yen 

INFORMATION 

Online: yohenagjisaien. 
sakura.ne.jp/index.html 
Note: Shoes with heels 
aren’t recommended. The 
ground might get slippery 
from rain; and there are 
some hills throughout the 
garden. 

— Aya Ichihashi 
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Photos by Seth RoBSON/Stars and Stripes 

La Soffitta Pizzeria in Tokyo’s Shibuya district touts authentic Italian pizza and imported pasta and wine. 


After Hours: Japan 



The Genovese pie at La Soffitta Pizzeria has a soft, thin crust and 
about the right amount of cheese, sauce, garlic and potato. 


By Seth Robson 
Stars and Stripes 

rowds of pink-haired 
locals shopping for the 
latest fashions, cos¬ 
tumed tourists navigat¬ 
ing Tokyo traffic on go-karts and 
YouTubers pulling dumb pranks 
in the streets are all par for the 
course in Tokyo’s trendy Shibuya 
district. 

If you happen to be in the area 
— perhaps you’ve got friends in 
town who’d like to see this sort 
of stuff—you might want to 
take a break from all the weird¬ 
ness. Finding a quiet spot near 
Shibuya Station—just steps 
from the world’s busiest intersec¬ 
tion — isn’t as hard as it might 
seem when you’re struggling to 
think over the clatter of pachinko 
parlors. 

All you have to do is navigate 
with thousands of others across 
that busy intersection and 
wander down a few back alleys 
to arrive at a staircase leading to 
Pizzeria La Soffitta, which touts 
authentic Milanese pies and im¬ 
ported Italian pastas and wines. 

La Soffitta serves several types 
of pizza, including the staff- 
recommended Margherita and 
Funghi e Mortadella, which they 
say “has a lot of mortadella and 
mushrooms.” Beverages options 
include beer, wine, cocktails, cof¬ 
fee and soft drinks. 

The restaurant, according to 
the Savor Japan website, boasts 
that Italian people living in 
Tokyo often visit “to enjoy the 
authentic taste of their coun¬ 
try.” It says a specially-ordered 
brick oven from Italy is used to 
bake the pizza at high heat using 
firewood. 

I went for a 1,000-yen (about 
$9.10) lunch set that included an 
approximately 12-inch Genovese 
pizza, salad and a drink. My pie 



The rustic interior of La Soffitta 
Pizzeria is a stark contrast to 
the hustle and bustle of Shibuya. 


had a soft, thin crust, about the 
right amount of cheese, garlic, 
basil sauce and potato. It tasted 
pretty good and packed enough 
calories to power me through 
another foray into the madding 
crowds outside. 

This lodge-like pizzeria offers 
both indoor and outdoor seat¬ 
ing. If it’s a nice day, the wooden 
deck at the top of the staircase 
is a good option. You can watch 
locals and tourists file past in 


PIZZERIA 
LA SOFFITTA 

Location: 16-12 2F Uda- 
gawacho, Shibuya, Tokyo, 
150-0042 

Hours: Monday through 
Friday, 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 
Weekends and holidays, 11 
a.m. to 11 p.m. 

Prices: Lunch sets will set 
you back about 1,000 yen. 
Dress: Casual 
Directions: About a 5- 
minute walk from Shibuya 
Station’s Hachiko Exit. 
Information: 050-5269-7833 
— Seth Robson 


the lane below or observe felines 
frolicking in a cat cafe across the 
street. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 




Stacy Zarin GoLOBERc/For The Washington Post 

Quick pickling of almost any vegetable is fast and easy. 


It doesn’t take much time 
to make, eat great pickles 


By Becky Krystal 
The Washington Post 

A ctually, you can pickle 
that. 

I’m not suggesting 
you go to the outra¬ 
geous lengths of pickling an 
old shoe or parking tickets 
(although that would be cathar¬ 
tic), as depicted in a “Portland- 
ia” sketch, but if you’re looking 
at a vegetable and wondering 
whether it can be pickled, the 
answer is probably yes. 

At least it is if we’re talk¬ 
ing about quick pickles, which 
allow you more flexibility 
with less work and less stress 
while still delivering the same 
enticing vinegar tang, crunchy 
texture and salty punch you’d 
get in more traditional pickling. 

“There’s a lot more freedom 
with quick pickles,” says cook¬ 
book author Marisa McClellan, 
who, in her latest book, “The 
Food in Jars Kitchen: 140 Ways 
to Cook, Bake, Plate, and Share 
Your Homemade Pantry,” calls 
quick pickling her favorite way 
to pickle cucumbers. 

In quick pickling, raw or 
minimally cooked ingredients 
are merely covered with brine 
and refrigerated, as opposed to 
traditional water-bath canning, 
which involves boiling in water 
to vacuum-seal a jar. 

Your fruit or vegetable of 
choice can retain better snap 
since it won’t undergo a boil¬ 
ing water bath. The ease and 
convenience of quick pickling 
makes it a great way to use 
up and extend the shelf life of 
extra produce. And it creates 
versatile — not to mention tasty 
— foods, with no special equip¬ 
ment or skills. 

Here are some tips for get¬ 
ting yourself into all kinds of 
(quick) pickles. 

Pick your pickle. You can 
quick pickle just about any 
vegetable, or even fruit, you 
want. Cucumbers, onion, car¬ 
rots, peppers, tomatoes? Yes, of 
course. Cranberries, rhubarb 
and avocados? You bet. McClel¬ 
lan’s dark horses include snap 
peas and broccoli or broccolini 
(broccoli rabe). 

Prep the veg. Clean your 
produce, and avoid using 
anything that has already 
gotten moldy or limp. Cut the 
vegetables in a way that makes 
sense for how long you’re will¬ 
ing to wait. Sliced jalapenos or 
cucumbers can be ready in a 


matter of hours, whereas whole 
vegetables or larger pieces will 
need longer to chill out. 

If you’re using firm or dense 
vegetables, such as carrots, 
broccoli, asparagus or green 
beans, McClellan says you 
should give them a quick 
blanch first, boiling for about 
30 seconds to a minute before 
dunking them in a bowl of ice 
water or rinsing them under 
cold water. This helps open up 
the vegetable pores so the brine 
can begin to seep in. 

Build your brine. McClellan 
recommends starting with the 
universal pickling brine and 
then customizing from there. 
The proportions are one part 
water to one part vinegar, plus 
salt. You’ll need 1 tablespoon 
salt for every cup of water/vin¬ 
egar (no need to get pickling 
salt, so use what you prefer). 
You have some flexibility to 
adjust the salt, but McClel¬ 
lan says try not to go below 
1 teaspoon per cup of water. 

The salt is there for more than 
flavor, helping to preserve the 
vegetables and achieve the 
right texture. One tablespoon 
of sugar in the brine per each 
cup of water is good for flavor 
balance and color retention. 

Add spices and herbs to suit 
your whims. Whole spices such 
as peppercorns, mustard seeds, 
cloves and cumin seeds are 
great. Ditto dried dill or thyme. 
Or if ground is what you have 
and like, go for it since you 
don’t need to worry about keep¬ 
ing the brine perfectly clear, 
McClellan says. Turmeric, for 
example, adds color and flavor. 

Pack and pour. Be sure 
you’re using a clean container 
to pack your pickles, though 
you don’t need to sterilize it. 

Fill the jars with enough 
brine so that the vegetables 
are almost completely sub¬ 
merged. Don’t worry if a few 
tips are sticking out. Let the 
pickles cool to about room 
temperature, put on the lid and 
refrigerate. 

Wait a little while. Typical 
pickles often require a few 
weeks to properly cure after 
a spin through a water bath. 

The turnaround is much faster 
with quick pickles. Still, “even 
the quickest of quick pickles 
is going to want to be made 
an hour or two before eating,” 
McClellan says. For even better 
flavor and texture, an overnight 
rest is ideal. 
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SHORE TO PLEASE 

‘Dr. Beach’ names Oahu’s Kailua Beach best in 
the US; 2 Fla. beaches make top 10 list for 2019 


By Caleb Jones 
Associated Press 

I n Kailua, the sand is soft and white, 
the water is clear and calm, and 
the view is exactly what you would 
expect from a beach in the Hawai¬ 
ian Islands. 

Those are among the reasons Oahu’s 
Kailua Beach Park has been selected as 
the best stretch of sand for an annual list 
of top U.S. beaches. 

Stephen Leatherman, a coastal scien¬ 
tist and professor at Florida Internation¬ 
al University, has been drafting the list 
under the alias “Dr. Beach” since 1991. 

Leatherman uses 50 criteria to evalu¬ 
ate beaches, with the most important 


categories being water cleanliness, 
safety and management of the beach en¬ 
vironment and its facilities. Leatherman 
uses data from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency to grade the beaches 
on water quality and has been to all the 
beaches on his list. 

Beaches in Hawaii are consistently 
ranked high, sometimes at the top of his 
list. 

“I love Waikiki Beach. No question 
about that — a world-famous beach 
— but Kailua is a lot smaller and qui¬ 
eter,” Leatherman said. “It’s so much 
more peaceful.... You don’t have big 
high-rises and all that. Kailua is on the 
other side of the mountains. It’s like a 
different world.” 


In recent years, Leatherman has been 
giving extra credit to beaches that pro¬ 
hibit smoking, which all Oahu beaches 
do. He thinks other beaches around the 
state and country should follow suit. 

Leatherman also looks for powdery 
soft white sand, something Kailua Beach 
Park has in abundance. 

Vari Singh and her family were visit¬ 
ing Oahu from Los Angeles and spent a 
day in Kailua. 

“The color of the sea is something like 
we’ve never seen before. The sand is 
super soft and fun to play with; it makes 
good sandcastles,” she said as her daugh¬ 
ter wiped sand from her face. “And the 
scenery is beautiful. You just come over 
the hill and it’s just this mqjestic scene of 
green ocean.” 

Leatherman acknowledged that not 
everyone appreciates the publicity his 
lists give to top beaches. 

“I get a lot of people who are very 
happy about it. They like to know where 
to go,” Leatherman said. But “I always 
get some pushback. Oh yes, people say, 
‘Oh no; we already have too many people 
coming here. What are you doing?’ It’s 
almost like they think it’s a secret beach 
or something. (Kailua) is not quite a 
secret beach. It is a real gem, though.” 

Braden Marquez, 18, who grew up in 
Kailua, says he is worried about over¬ 
crowding but is also hopeful about the 
future of his hometown. 

“This beach is pretty special to me 
just because my family has been coming 
here for years and years,” he said, noting 
that the area has changed a lot since his 
childhood. 

“(My) biggest concern would be losing 
the locals because of the influx of people,” 


he said during a recent visit to the beach. 
“But other than that. I’m pretty excited 
about all the new things to come.” 

For the first 25 years of ranking, any 
beach that won the top spot on Leather- 
man’s list was ineligible for inclusion in 
subsequent years. But in 2015, Dr. Beach 
cleared the slate to allow any beach in 
the nation to once again be eligible, re¬ 
setting the clock — and perhaps the rel¬ 
evance — involving his annual contest. 

Kailua was named the best beach in 
1998, making it a two-time winner. 

Leatherman is again retiring new win¬ 
ners and posting them on his website. 

The other beaches on this year’s list 
are Ocracoke Lifeguarded Beach on 
North Carolina’s Outer Banks in second 
place, followed by Grayton Beach State 
Park in the Florida panhandle; Coo¬ 
pers Beach, Southampton, N.Y; Duke 
Kahanamoku Beach, Oahu; Coast Guard 
Beach, Cape Cod, Mass.; Caladesi Island 
State Park, Dunedin-Clearwater, Fla.; 
Hapuna State Beach Park, Hawaii’s Big 
Island; Coronado Beach, San Diego, 
Calif; and Kiawah Beachwalker Park, 
Kiawah Island, S.C. 

Leatherman’s goal in producing the 
list each year, he says, is to reward high- 
quality, safe beaches that balance nature 
with accessibility and amenities. He 
hopes beaches that haven’t made his list 
will make changes for a better experi¬ 
ence and a healthier coastal ecosystem. 

Online: drbeach.org 

Oahu’s Kailua Beach Park has been 
chosen as the best stretch of sand on 
an annual list of top U.S. beaches. 

AP photos 
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By Mark Kennedy 
Associated Press 

T ime has certainly not dampened the urgency 
in Mavis Staples’ voice. Now 80, the Grammy- 
winning legend and social activist has one clear 
enemy on her new album: the status quo. She 
sings the word “change” some 20 times. 

The terrific “We Get By” opens with the song 
“Change” and ends 10 tracks later with “One More 
Change to Make.” Along the way, she urges action: 

“Can’t stay the same,” “Something’s got to give” and 
“Grab hold of the days.” 

All the songs on this, her 12th studio album, were writ¬ 
ten by Ben Harper, and their union is both fruitful and 
moving. Harper has given Staples some tunes that show 
off her vulnerable side and others that make you move, 
with some funk and folk and soul and blues, the guitars 
often shimmering. He joins her in singing the dynamic, 
soulful “We Get By.” 

The Staples-Harper collaboration dates back to when 
he wrote the terrific song “Love and Trust” for her 2016 
album, “Livin’ On a High Note.” She thanks him for all 
his new work in the liner notes: “I love you. Baby Bruh.” 
He has three Grammys, but Harper might put that ca¬ 
reer achievement first. 

Harper has written and produced an unrushed and 


The Head and the Heart 

Living Mirage (Warner Bros. Records) 

On the heels of bands like the Avett Brothers and 
Mumford & Sons, the Head and the Heart arrived into 
the folk-rock scene at just the right time. Their self-titled 
debut — self-released in 2009 and later released by 
record label Sub Pop in 2011 — resonated with fans who 
delighted in their organic sound. From the tight harmo¬ 
nies to sparse production, the album was vulnerable and 
pure. 

Fast-forward 10 years and the Head and the Heart 
have headed down a different path entirely. Fans looking 
for the folksy rock they fell in love with will be disap¬ 
pointed by the clean, heavily produced fourth record, 
“Living Mirage.” 

The album contains only a glimmer of the magic 
held within the Head and the Heart’s first two albums. 
The band’s third release, “Signs of Light,” hinted at the 
group’s transition toward pop, but it isn’t until the first 
two songs of “Living Mirage” that this identity shift is 
fully realized. 

Those tracks — “See You Through My Eyes” and 
“Missed Connection” — are arguably the album’s weak¬ 
est. Gone are the idiosyncrasies that colored the group’s 


quietly brooding album 
for Staples, one that puts 
her expressive voice at 
the center and the instru¬ 
ments turned down. Two 
songs — “Never Needed 
Anyone” and “Heavy On 
My Mind” — sound like 
the band was in another 
room down the hall. 

In between calls for 
change. Staples sings 
about love. On “Chance 
on Me,” she is needy: “I 
don’t need a symphony /1 
just need one violin.” On 
the tender, bluesy “Hard 
to Leave,” she’s longing: “Softly reaching over / For your 
touch upon my sleeve.” 

Then there’s the standout “Stronger,” an irresistible 
rocking track where Staples’ voice stretches and soars 
and the guitar keeps up with her. “Don’t need a house on 
the hill / Don’t need my face on a dollar bill,” she sings. 

Now that’s an idea. Staples might not need her face on 
our money, but perhaps it’s the least we can do to thank 
her. Hey, George Washington has had a long run. Who’s 
down with Staples on the $1? Change can be good. 


early work. The rough 
edges of Jonathan Rus¬ 
sell and Charity Rose 
Thielen’s voices have 
been polished to perfec¬ 
tion, and with them, 
the texture and charm 
eradicated. 

The Head and the 
Heart are the strongest 
with songs like “Glory 
of Music,” where the 
production is stripped 
back and the raw vocals shine through. The title track 
is a breath of fresh air as the harmonica trickles in and 
Russell croons, “When I give in to you / Every word that 
you say rings true.” 

The album has some other moments of brilliance, but 
they seem fleeting or lost among a collection of songs 
that don’t hold the same weight as the past work of the 
band. 

Simply put, the heart is gone from the Head and the 
Heart. 

— Ragan Clark 
Associated Press 


Jepsen remains 
the cult queen 
of the lovelorn 

By Mikael Wood 

Los Angeles Times 

Carly Rae Jepsen has found success by never quite 
going all the way. 

In 2007, this smiley singer from British Columbia 
made it to the semifi¬ 
nals of “Canadian Idol” 
before getting the boot. 

In 2012,she topped 
the Hot 100 with the 
chipper and contagious 
“Call Me Maybe,” then 
struggled to create 
another radio hit. For 
2015’s “Emotion,” she 
reinvented herself as 
an indie-disco queen 
with help from mem¬ 
bers of Blood Orange 
and Vampire Weekend; 
the album earned rave 
reviews — and sold like 
something posted on 
Bandcamp. 

Remarkably, Jep¬ 
sen has never seemed too bummed out by these near 
misses, perhaps because not sealing the deal is what 
her music is all about. In songs suffused with nostalgia 
for an era before she was born, the 33-year-old almost 
exclusively describes the quest for romantic bliss — not 
the thing itself, but the exquisite pain of longing for it. 

“I need to find a love to love me with no hesitation,” 
she sings in “Right Words, Wrong Time,” a throbbing 
cut from her new record, “Dedicated,” and what comes 
across as always is that she’s addicted to the chase. 

So is her audience. More than any other current 
pop act’s (with the possible exception of Rita Ora’s), 
Jepsen’s ultra-devoted fans — including a very enthu¬ 
siastic bloc in the LGBTQ community — are fixated 
on the idea that their hero is underappreciated. They 
speak admiringly of the hundreds of songs she writes in 
order to land on the perfect dozen or so for each album; 
they wonder why her dogged work ethic hasn’t led to 
the A-list status they’re convinced she deserves. 

That sense of injustice is so central to Jepsen’s appeal 
that it’s hard to know whether folks would still love her 
if she actually went and grabbed the platinum ring. 

Well, no reason to worry: To listen to “Dedicated” is 
to hear a cult-fave singer rated exactly as she should be. 

Glossier than “Emotion” but less eager than 2012’s 
“Kiss,” the album is an expertly designed effort from 
a skilled classicist who appears little interested in the 
stylistic adaptation required for superstardom; in¬ 
deed, in a moment defined by Billie Eilish and Ariana 
Grande, “Dedicated” might be the least hip-hop-at- 
tuned pop record we’ll hear this year (unless Taylor 
Swift delivers an album as saccharine as “Me!”). 

In “Julien,” she sings over rubbery early-’80s bass 
about a dream in which her man is running away; 
“Want You in My Room” urges the dude to “slide on 
through my window” amid bright Pointer Sisters vocal 
harmonies. 

Having broken up with her boyfriend during the 
making of “Dedicated,” Jepsen co-wrote the album’s 
electro-ballad closer, “Real Love,” with James Flan- 
nigan, an English studio pro with whom she’s now in 
a relationship. (Other songwriters and producers in 
the mix include Jack Antonoff, Captain Cuts, John Hill 
and Roget Chahayed.) Even here, though, her crush 
remains characteristically out of reach: “All I want is 
real, real love / But I don’t know a thing about it.” 

Occasionally, as in “The Sound,” Jepsen musters 
enough feeling in her high, slightly raspy voice that 
you can understand why her fans view her with a kind 
of protectiveness; only Robyn does crying-in-the-club 
more vividly. And any record nerd has to smile at 
“Everything He Needs,” which interpolates the chorus 
of one of Harry Nilsson’s tunes for Olive Oyl from 
Robert Altman’s 1980 “Popeye” movie. (Talk about cult 
favorites.) 

But too much of “Dedicated” blurs together in a mix 
of lovelorn confessions and throwback grooves you’d 
have to listen to obsessively to differentiate. For some, 
that’s just the invitation they crave. 



Mavis Staples 

We Get By (Anti- Records) 




Carly Rae Jepsen 

Dedicated 

(School Boy/Interscope 
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40 years after they became MTV stars by playing 
rockabilly, the Stray Cats are ready for a comeback 


enduring, memorable melodies. Go 
back and listen to "Stray Cat Strut," 
which, for all its goofiness (meee-owl), 
contains one of the best bridges in all 
of pop music. There’s also "I Won’t 
Stand In Your Way," a gem in both its 
full band and a cappella versions. 

One new song delivers the melodic 
goods: “Desperado” shines with soar¬ 
ing, aching musical lines from Setzer. 
Yet those come from his guitar, not 
voice, in this instrumental. That’s no 
knock against it, but you can almost 
hear him singing with his guitar and 
wonder what it would have been like 
with words. 

Bottom line? The Stray Cats can 
slink down the alley any way they 
choose. And this collection shows 
they’ve still got some life (lives?) left. 
Still, it feels like a bit of a missed 
melodic opportunity when you know 
what else this trio can do. 

— Jeff Karoub 
Associated Press 


By Geoff Edgers 

The Washington Post 

G etting back together may sound 
easy enough, but for decades, the 
Stray Cats usually sniffed at re¬ 
union talk. Or at the idea of talking 
at all. 

In the aftermath of the band’s initial split, in 
1984, Brian Setzer hung up his Gretsch for a 
12-string acoustic and tried to recast himself 
as a Johnny Cougar-meets-Bruce roots rocker. 
Drummer Slim Jim Phantom married Swed¬ 
ish actress and former Bond girl Britt Ekland, 
posed for People magazine and, eventually, 
delivered a chatty memoir that laid bare the 
friction between the Cats. Bassist Lee Rocker 
started a family and released more than a dozen 
albums of his own. 

But now, with each of them pushing 60, the 
conflicts seemed ancient and downright silly. 
Their own projects could wait. The Stray Cats, 
who sold millions of records during Ronald 
Reagan’s first term by playing greased-up 
rockabilly, were ready for a comeback. 

It actually began last year when Phantom, in 
a phone call with Setzer, mentioned that the trio 
played their first gig in 1979. 

“That’s 40 years,” Setzer says now. “That got 
me. I said, ‘Shoot, it’s time.’” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 37 


Above: The Stray Cats’ 1983 album, 

“Rant n’ Rave.” The band, from Massapequa, 
N.Y, put their own stamp on rockabilly music 
from the 1950s and became bona fide rock 
stars in a time dominated by legwarmers. 
Members Only jackets and synthesizers. 

Top, from left, drummer Slim Jim Phantom, 
guitarist/vocalist Brian Setzer and bassist 
Lee Rocker have put aside old conflicts and 
solo projects in favor of new songs, their first 
album in 26 years and their most ambitious 
tour in years. 

Courtesy of Russ HARRiNCTON/Ihe Washington Post 


Stray Cats 

40 (Surfdog/BMG) 

After 26 years, the Stray Cats are 
back with a new album. And the sea¬ 
soned felines are in mostly fine form. 

The boys who brought rocka¬ 
billy back into the mainstream in the 
1980s haven’t lost a spare snare. 

The simple, elegant rhythm section 
of drummer Slim Jim Phantom and 
bassist Lee Rocker remains, providing 
a solid foundation for guitarist/singer 
Brian Setzer. Setzer’s guitar still shim¬ 
mies and sways and the voice is still 
there — although understandably a 
little huskier as time marches on. 

No doubt, they’ve got the throw¬ 
back sound down on “40,” named to 
celebrate their anniversary. Fans look¬ 
ing for a good time will find it, includ¬ 
ing on the lead-off “Cat Fight (Over A 
Dog Like Me).” Like the Cats classic 
“Rock This Town,” there’s dancing, 
drinking and fighting. Well, this time 
it’s mostly fighting — two women tus¬ 
sling over the affections of the narrator, 
the aforementioned “dog like me.” The 
music rocks so joyously, you can deal 
with the tomcat-foolery. 

Another highlight, “Cry Danger,” of¬ 
fers a tight musical groove and inverts 
the Beatles’ “Day Tripper” riff. Coupled 
with a boppin’ bass and tambourine 
shake, you’ve got an original that’s a 
worthy callback to the 1965 hit by 
another rockabilly-besotted band. 

So, If “40” rocks ’n’ rolls, then 
what’s lacking? Something that Setzer 
and Co. have also done so well: craft 
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But he didn’t want to just play 
old songs. Phantom agreed. 

The drummer asked for one 
of those Gene Vincent, swinging 
things. Setzer delivered a demo 
for a song called “Three Times a 
Charm.” How about some Eddie 
Cochran? No problem. Setzer 
banged out “Rock It Off.” 

“Once you get two or three, 
you start rolling,” Setzer says. 

Which is how the Stray Cats 
got to Nashville late last year 
and, over 11 days, recorded a 
new album titled “40,” their 
first since 1992. Next month, 
Setzer, Phantom and Rocker will 
embark on their most ambitious 
tour in years, starting with dates 
in Europe before returning to the 
States in August. 

Green Day bassist Mike Dirnt, 
a longtime fan, saw the band 
play a show late last year meant 
to test the waters. He talked to 
Rocker afterward and couldn’t 
believe the Cats had practiced so 
little before the gig. 

“They really knocked it out,” 
Dirnt says. “I would love to see 
how great they’ll be after they 
get a couple of shows under their 
belt.” 

Upsetting 
the apple cart 

One way to start explaining 
the Stray Cats is with a photo. 

It was snapped as they played 
their hit “(She’s) Sexy + 17” at 
the huge Rockpalast Festival in 
Germany in 1983. The image, 
black-and-white and blurry 
in spots, features Setzer, the 
singer and leader, swinging his 
Gretsch, eyes closed, air between 
his white shoes and the ground 
below. Rocker isn’t wearing a 
shirt and has his back to the 
camera, suspended in the air as 
he balances one boot on a stand- 
up bass adorned with the word 
“Dangerous.” Phantom is out of 
the frame but we know what he’s 
up to. He’s standing — the drum¬ 
mer always stood — pounding 
his snare like Joe Frazier on the 
heavy bag. 

The look, the chops, the total 
package. It’s why Rocker, now 
58, can reasonably declare, with¬ 
out pause, “We are the best band 
that has ever played this music.” 

If you weren’t around, it may 
be hard to understand the rise 
of the Stray Cats. It’s as if they 
appeared from outer space, or 
at least a Pomade-smeared time 
machine packed with hot rods, 
tattoos and Eddie Cochran licks. 
That a rockabilly trio could 
top the MTV stable in 1982, 
the same 1982 stuffed with leg 
warmers. Members Only jackets 
and synthesizers, would seem not 
merely unlikely, but impossible. 

“I wasn’t prepared,” says Jeff 
Beck, the British guitar hero who 
first saw the Stray Cats as an 
unsigned band at a London club 
in late 1980. “Slim Jim had one 
snare drum, Lee Rocker on bass 
and then Brian. I’m not putting 
down other rockabilly bands, but 
so many of them sounded great, 
but the lead guitarist isn’t really 
special. Brian was. Right in the 
face of silly clothes and one-fin¬ 
ger synthesizer, they came and 
just upset the apple cart.” 

They came from Massapequa, 
N.Y., a small town on Long Is¬ 
land. Lee Rocker was born Leon 
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The Stray Cats perform a concert in Orange County, Calif., on Aug. 16, 2018. 


Drucker, the son of Stanley, the 
longtime principal clarinetist 
of the New York Philharmonic. 
Years later, Leonard Bernstein 
would approach Rocker and 
tell him how much he loved the 
descending bass line in the Cats’ 
“Runaway Boys.” 

“Growing up, there was really 
one rule and very little disci¬ 
pline, but the rule was that you 
took music lessons,” Rocker says. 
“Whatever you wanted, but you 
had to take them.” 

James McDonnell (aka Phan¬ 
tom) lived just down the block, 
the son of a firefighter. He met 
Drucker in fourth grade at Fair- 
field Elementary, and the friends 
started jamming. The Druckers 
pulled their cars out of the ga¬ 
rage and replaced them with an 
upright piano and drum set. 

McDonnell loved music, 
whether the Beatles or the 
Stones. But as he got older, he 
started noticing the song credits. 
That Aerosmith adapted ’50s 
rocker Johnny Burnette’s “Train 
Kept a-Rollin’” and that the 
Beatles played a killer version 
of Carl Perkins’ “Honey, Don’t.” 
Humble Pie did Cochran’s 
“C’mon Everybody.” 

“Lee and I had always played,” 
Phantom says. “We had some 
older guys that we played with, 
and we knew all the blues and 
Jimmy Reed and those kinds of 
songs. But at the same time, we 
were trying to find something 
that was a little bit different.” 

Enter Brian Setzer. He was 
two years older and had been 
taking guitar lessons since he 
was 8. By his 16th birthday, 
Setzer already had the look. 

He could play the guitar better 
than anybody they knew. He 
could also write music. And if he 
wasn’t quite the loner reported 
in some of the early Stray Cats 
stories, Setzer did want out of 
Massapequa. 

“I knew what I liked and it 
wasn’t anything around me,” he 
says. 


^We are 
the best 
band 
that has 
ever 
played 
this 
music.’ 

Lee Rocker 

Stray Cats bassist 


Sometime in the mid-’70s, 
Setzer heard Gene Vincent’s 
“Be-Bop-a-Lula” playing on a 
jukebox at CBGB, a punk rock 
club in New York. That got him 
hooked on the music that had 
emerged in the 1950s by loosely 
combining R&B and the raw 
energy of hillbilly music. He 
would play local bar gigs with 
his younger brother, Gary, on 
drums. One night, they had a 
fight and Gary stomped out. 
Setzer noticed Phantom standing 
there. 

“He’s leaning on a post with 
his sticks and a cowboy hat,” 
Setzer says. “Nobody looks like 
that. He looked like Johnny Cash. 
I go, ‘You play drums?’ He had 
his kit in the trunk of his car.” 

They were the Tom Cats and 
then the Stray Cats, and then, 
in 1980, they decided to go 


overseas after seeing how the 
British music magazines pushed 
rockabilly when American club 
managers seemed confused 
by it. They slept on benches 
in Hyde Park and squatted in 
crowded flats, but soon cre¬ 
ated a buzz. Beck, Mick dagger, 
Keith Richards, the Clash’s Joe 
Strummer and the Pretenders’ 
Chrissie Hynde saw them. So 
did Dave Edmunds, the Welsh 
guitarist and singer and Rockpile 
member. 

“They were so young, looked 
so good, and it wasn’t just a 
revival band,” Edmunds recalls. 
“It was new. They made it new 
again. I couldn’t believe what I 
was seeing.” 

Record labels began to hover. 
The Cats picked Edmunds, a 
rockabilly lover best known for 
his top-10 cover of “I Hear You 
Knockin’,” to produce them. 

On their U.S. debut, 1982’s 
“Built for Speed,” the Cats are 
standing in front of Setzer’s ’57 
Chevy at an auto body shop in 
Massapequa. Side One kicks off 
with “Rock This Town,” driven 
by a slap bass line straight out 
of 1950s Memphis and a video 
that highlighted their distinc¬ 
tive look. The song would crack 
the Billboard Top 10. “Stray Cat 
Strut,” also on the record, was 
an irresistible, slinky jazz ballad 
that would rise to No. 3 early in 
1983 and include a Setzer solo 
ranked by Guitar Player maga¬ 
zine as one of the top-100 ever. 
The Stray Cats would open for 
the Rolling Stones, tour the world 
and become video stars during 
the glory days of MTV. 

“There was nothing like 
them,” says bassist Johnny 
Bradley, who today plays in Gary 
Clark Jr.’s band and remembers 
seeing the Stray Cats on his TV 
as a kid in Texas. “And Brian 
Setzer, he was kind of like a 
rockabilly prince. No one else 
played or looked like that dude.” 


Wre still 
the torchbearers’ 

As long as it’s been since the 
Stray Cats were genuine rock 
stars, they still act like them, 
operating with a kind of friendly 
caginess reserved for celebri¬ 
ties who have learned, too many 
times, how a dramatic quote can 
be taken or repurposed out of 
context. 

In person, Setzer is respect¬ 
ful, shy and sometimes evasive. 
He lives in Minneapolis with his 
third wife, Julie, and will talk 
endlessly about the music he 
loves, take out his Gretsch and 
even let you hold it. But he’s not 
about to invite you over to meet 
the dogs. In an interview in a 
Minneapolis hotel, Setzer didn’t 
want to go into much detail about 
the dynamic described in Phan¬ 
tom’s book, in which the drum¬ 
mer flat out states that Setzer 
and Rocker didn’t get along and 
described himself as the peace¬ 
maker. In the decade after the 
original break, the Stray Cats 
would occasionally regroup to 
make a record, but the tensions 
remained. 

“Put it in this order,” Setzer 
says. “Youth, success, separation, 
alcohol. All of that. I don’t really 
need to get into it.” 

Setzer says he hasn’t read 
Phantom’s memoir, and these 
days, the drummer downplays 
the tension. It’s as if his pals 
were listening when he also 
wrote, “Now, more than ever, the 
need to be friends with someone 
in your band is unnecessary. 
There has never been a problem 
on the stage and, at this point, 
everybody loves it, and we have 
nothing left to prove.” 

“I think the bigger picture 
really has come into focus,” says 
Phantom, who lives about two 
hours from Rocker in Los Ange¬ 
les. “If we scrutinize it, the ‘why’ 
will become we love this music. 
We’re still the torchbearers for 
Eddie Cochran.” 

That comes through on “40,” 
which includes plenty of rocka¬ 
billy but also a driving handclap- 
per (“Cry Danger”), written with 
longtime Tom Petty guitarist 
Mike Campbell, and a Setzer 
instrumental (“Desperado”) that 
could have been plucked from 
one of Clint Eastwood’s spaghetti 
Westerns. 

Rocker says the reunion got 
rolling last year when they de¬ 
cided to play four gigs. They had 
no way of knowing whether the 
fans would return. Their last hit 
was six years before Taylor Swift 
was born. They also didn’t know 
how it would feel to play together 
again. 

In April 2018, the Stray Cats 
performed at the Viva Las Vegas 
Rockabilly Weekend festival. 
Rocker, who might be the most 
emotionally restrained of the 
three, admits that he felt some¬ 
thing as he stood in the wings. 

“It was just me, Brian and 
Jim,” he says. “‘C’mon Every¬ 
body’ on the sound system and 
20,000 people and the sound 
of that crowd. That was really 
something that I won’t forget. 
And I don’t even know what it 
was. But it definitely, it hit me. It 
was one of those moments that 
you know you just swallow and 
you go, ‘Wow.’” 
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Thomas Harris' 'Cari Mora' is no 'Hannibal' 


By Ron Charles 

The Washington Post 


G ourmand serial killer Hannibal 
Lecter may be off the menu, but 
how his creator, Thomas Harris, 
has added a new dish of terror. 
“Cari Mora” is Harris’ first novel since 
“Hannibal Rising” appeared 13 years 
ago. Fans of his best-selling books — and 
the movies and TV shows wrung from 
them — will taste familiar ingredients in 
“Cari Mora,” along with a touch of Stieg 
Larsson’s “Girl With the Dragon Tattoo” 
and even a dash of Carl Hiaasen’s Florida 
zaniness. But the whole thing would defi¬ 
nitely go better with some fava beans. 

The story is mostly a snooze: not so 
much “The Silence of the Lambs” as 
The Counting of the Sheep. It opens in 
Biscayne Bay at a mansion once owned 
by the late Colombian drug lord Pablo 
Escobar. After passing through the hands 
of playboys, filmmakers and speculators, 
this fabled house now sits unused, filled 
with monster mannequins, slasher-movie 
props, an electric chair from Sing Sing 
and something called “sex furniture.” 
Only one person has the nerve to work 


as a caretaker of this old house of hor¬ 
rors: a beautiful immigrant named Cari 
Mora. At the age of 11, Cari was captured 
by rebel guerrillas and used as a child 
soldier. But “she was quick and dexterous 
and strong,” Harris tells us, and managed 
to escape, though 
she remains deeply 
scarred. Now, she can 
make a mean rat soup, 
dispatch a muscled 
thug with her crucifix 
pendant and touch up 
her makeup on the fly. 
She seems to be tak¬ 
ing aim at being the 
next Lisbeth Salander. 
As Cari hides from 
U.S. immigration agents, nothing about 
Escobar’s creepy house frightens her. In 
fact, aside from passing tourists, the only 
people still interested in the building are 
a bunch of dopey gangsters who suspect 
a safe in the basement holds a thousand 
pounds of gold. While the novel plods 
along with a hodgepodge of macabre silli¬ 
ness, various crooks try to figure out how 
to open the safe without blowing them¬ 
selves to kingdom come. All Cari has to do 


is stay out of their way. 

The real terror at the center of “Cari 
Mora” is supposed to be a “totally hair¬ 
less” German named Hans-Peter Sch¬ 
neider who is determined to get the gold 
and Cari. He is definitely a nasty guy. As a 
kid, he locked his parents alive in a walk- 
in freezer until he could shatter them with 
an ax. Now, his specialty is amputating 
women according to the sexual fetishes 
of his deranged clients around the world. 
(He does a little side business in organ 
trafficking, too, because apparently there 
are still Hannibal Lecters out there look¬ 
ing for snacks.) But once a rival notes that 
Hans-Peter looks like a penis wearing 
glasses, it is hard to reclaim the dark side. 

Which is the central problem with 
“Cari Mora.” Despite all its ghastly go¬ 
ings-on, this creaky thriller constantly 
slips on banana peels of its own uninten¬ 
tional comedy — as though it craves to be 
“Nosferatu” but ends up like “What We 
Do in the Shadows.” With his usual lack 
of subtlety, Harris notes that Hans-Peter 
gives off “a whiff of brimstone.” And early 
in the novel, Hans-Peter extols the conve¬ 
nience of his most prized possession: a liq¬ 
uid cremation machine, which, he brags. 



is so much more ecologically friendly than 
those dirty burning crematories. “The 
liquid method left no carbon footprint, or 
print of any kind,” Harris says like he is 
channeling Mel Brooks. “If a girl did not 
work out, Hans-Peter could just pour her 
down the loo in liquid form — and with no 
harmful effect on the groundwater.” 

A couple of sentimental side stories 
eventually lead off to nowhere, but we 
finally get a climactic confrontation 
between Hans-Peter and Cari Mora that 
suggests just how exciting the rest of this 
story could have been. In the same way, 
every so often, there is a passage of real 
stylistic richness like this description of 
one victim “sitting against the tree, buz¬ 
zards on both his shoulders like the dark 
angels of his nature, mantling him with 
their black wings while they ate the soft 
parts of his face, his silvered canine teeth 
gleaming.” I was hungry for much more of 
that lavish, gothic prose. 

Toward the end of the novel, a man- 
eating crocodile in Biscayne Bay suffers 
a small bout of indigestion while passing 
one of the gangsters he ate. Readers of 
“Cari Mora” are likely to suffer similar 
but wholly temporary discomfort. 
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‘The Never Game’ 

Jeffery Deaver 

In ‘The Never Game,’ Sophie 
doesn’t fit the profile of a run¬ 
away, and her father believes 
she’s been abducted. He offers 
a $10,000 reward for her where¬ 
abouts, and that reward gets a 
new Deaver character. Colter 
Shaw, to look into the case. He 
possesses an uncanny ability 
to see details the experts miss. 

He makes money off collecting 
rewards, and he’s good enough to 
make a decent living at it. Shaw 
agrees that Sophie didn’t run 
away, and when he goes to the 
police to offer his help, he learns 
they haven’t started an investiga¬ 
tion. A quick probe finds Sophie’s 
cellphone near a site showing 
obvious signs of a struggle. 

Readers come to expect the 
unexpected in Denver’s novels, 
and this story proves to be no ex¬ 
ception. The first massive twist 
involves how quickly he solves 
the case, which in the hands of a 
lesser writer would be the entire 
tale. But Deaver is just getting 
started. 

Nothing is predictable in the 
case, and like a curvy mountain 
road, the twists are intense. 
Hopefully, more stories with 
Shaw are in the future. 

— Jeff Ayers/AP 


‘Deception Cove’ 

Owen Laukkanen 

Former Marine Jess Winslow 
came back from Afghanistan 
with a severe case of PTSD. 
While she was gone, her husband 
Ty drowned while he was drunk, 
leaving her in debt. 

Her only salvation has been 
her rescue dog, Lucy. But now 
Lucy has been seized by the local 
sheriff’s deputy Kirby Harwood, 
whose threats to Jess may have 
caused the therapy dog to attack 
him. The corrupt Kirby insists 
that Jess knows where Ty hid a 
package that he wants. 

Jess isn’t the only one con¬ 
cerned about Lucy. Mason Burke 
has one goal after finishing his 
prison sentence in Michigan 
— he wants to find out what hap¬ 
pened to Lucy, whom he trained 
while he was behind bars. When 
Mason finds out she may be eu¬ 
thanized, he travels to Deception 
Cove to save the dog. 

It would be easy for “Decep¬ 
tion Cove” to evolve into just a 
dog story about the power and 
love of a devoted canine. But it 
also insightfully explores the re¬ 
covery of former soldiers, prison¬ 
ers re-entering society and how 
one’s tough exterior can obscure 
fragile emotions. 

— Oline H. Cogdill/AP 


‘Orange World and 
Other Stories’ 

Karen Russell 

In Russell’s third story collec¬ 
tion, “Orange World,” her ease 
with her material, her sheer glee 
on the page, shines through in 
each piece. There are just eight 
stories here, but each one holds a 
tiny, complete vision: eight deli¬ 
cious wedges of an orange. 

Whether her characters are 
young women attempting to 
escape a m^estic Northwest 
ski lodge populated by ghosts, a 
boy who falls in love with a body 
preserved in a bog or a zombie 
doctor on the island of Corfu, 
their voices and personae grab 
readers and demand attention. 

But more than Russell’s odd 
characters and singular settings 
grabbed me this time. I was 
struck by how she pays homage 
to her fantasy and science-fiction 
predecessors. “Madame Bova- 
ry’s Greyhound,” at first sad and 
ultimately just, could have been 
written by Peter S. Beagle. “The 
Tornado Auction” put me in 
mind of Arthur C. Clarke, “The 
Bad Graft” of Ray Bradbury, and 
so forth. Russell’s assurance now 
extends to honoring those who 
helped her master a genre. 

— Bethanne Patrick 

Special to The Washington Post 


‘The Paris Diversion’ 

Chris Pavone 

In one of this novel’s many 
can’t-look-away scenes, a man 
wearing a suicide vest stops 
walking through the courtyard 
of the Louvre when he spots 100 
schoolchildren enjoying a day 
trip. Is this where he’ll detonate 
the vest? Does the suitcase he 
carries hold a dirty bomb? 

Scenes like this are ubiquitous 
in thrillers written since 9/11, 
and Chris Pavone takes advan¬ 
tage of what we now call the 
new normal in his multilayered 
fourth novel. 

Kate Moore, the American at 
the center of Pavone’s 2012 debut 
“The Expats,” is now living in 
Paris with her husband, Dexter, 
and their two young sons. She 
discovers that Dexter has moved 
the family to Europe so he can 
steal 500 million euros through 
a cyberhack. She comes back to 
life mopping up his mess. 

Kate believed she could start 
over but realizes she’s been 
fooled “by the delusional charade 
that she could have everything, 
that maybe she even deserves 
everything.” Like “The Expats,” 
“The Paris Diversion” is as much 
the story of a modern woman as 
it is a globe-hopping thriller. 

— Carol Memmott 

Special to The Washington Post 


‘Biloxi’ 

Mary Miller 

Miller’s fourth book is an 
entertaining, endearing story 
about a morose divorced guy who 
accidentally acquires a dog. 

Louis McDonald Jr. lives in Bi¬ 
loxi, Miss., in the same house he 
shared for years with his now-ex¬ 
wife, Ellen, and their daughter, 
Maxine. But Ellen has left him, 
Maxine has grown and gone, and 
Louis is feeling unmoored. 

Now 63, Louis has quit his job 
and spends his time drinking 
beer and watching reality TV. 

One morning on his way to 
Walgreens, he passes a sign that 
says FREE DOGS. 

The next thing he knows, he’s 
putting Layla, a black-and-white 
border collie, into his car. 

Louis finds himself singing 
nonsensical songs to Layla about 
how her belly smells like corn 
chips, and buying her too much 
stuff at PetSmart. Can such a 
whirlwind romance last? 

Miller’s novel grows compli¬ 
cated with con men and drunk¬ 
ards, minor story lines that go 
nowhere, and all kinds of implau¬ 
sible twists and turns. 

But the ride is so much fun 
that you’d be a spoilsport for 
demanding that it all add up. 

— Laurie Hertzel 
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) 
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NEW ON DVD 

“Trial & Retribution: The Com¬ 
plete Collection”: All you really 
need to know about this long-run¬ 
ning British production is it comes 
from Lynda La Plante, the creative 
force behind “Prime Suspect,” one 
of the finest detective series ever 
made. Just as in “Prime Suspect,” 
“Trial & Retribution” features com¬ 
plicated characters, smart plots and 
a captivating darkness. 

The set includes the 22 feature- 
length mysteries created and 
written by the BAFTA winner and 
Emmy nominee. If you are a fan 
of “Law & 

Order,” La 
Plante’s of¬ 
ferings follow 
a similar 
structure. 

Each case is 
followed from 
the scene of 
the crime to 
the courtroom 
verdict. The 
first case in 
Volume One is a 5-year-old girl 
who disappears. Pushed by a tight 
window to find the girl, the police 
launch a search, but that changes as 
more is revealed. 

La Plante’s style is to make sure 
the police elements are in line with 
what would happen in a similar 
real-life situation. She also makes 
sure to keep the human element of 
the story realistic, whether it be an 
early suspect or the members of the 
police dealing with the case. This 
results in complicated characters 
for David Hyman, Victoria Smurfit 
and Colin Salmon to play. 

Also available on DVD: 

“South Park: The Complete 
Twenty-Second Season”: The 10 
episodes include tales of Cartman, 
Kenny, Stan and Kyle having a 
memorable Halloween, super cereal 
with A1 Gore and trying to win the 
top prize in the town’s bike parade. 

“A Vigilante”: Sadie (Olivia 
Wilde) makes it her life’s mission 
to help free others in danger after 
escaping her violent husband. 

“Velvet: The Complete Series 
Box Set”: Includes four seasons of 
the Spanish production that looks 
at the clothing emporium of Velvet 
Galleries in the 1950s. 

“Climax”: Director Caspar Noe’s 
story of a party that descends into 
delirium during one wintry night. 

“Greta”: A woman begins to 
change after she finds a handbag 
in the subway. Chloe Grace Moretz 
stars. 

“Captain Marleau Vol. 1”: Cap¬ 
tain Marleau (Corinne Masiero) has 
an offbeat way of solving crimes. 
The DVD set includes episodes 1-6. 

“Boom!”: Richard Burton and 
Elizabeth Taylor star in this 1968 
adaptation of the work by Tennes¬ 
see Williams. 

“Miss Friman’s War”: A group of 
women is brave enough to take on 
the male ruling classes and a cor¬ 
rupt food industry. 

“When a Stranger Calls Back”: A 
woman faces new scares five years 
after being terrorized while baby¬ 
sitting. Initial release was in 1993. 

“Blood”: Adrian Dunbar and 
Carolina Main star in this family 
drama and psychological crime 
thriller about family, memory and 
the impact the past can have on the 
present. 

— Rick Bentley 
Tribune News Service 


By Greg Braxton 

Los Angeles Times 

^ ucifer” has been to hell and 

• • I back. 

I . The cast and producers of 
^L^Cthe drama about the Prince 
of Darkness who gets bored in hell and 
winds up in Los Angeles as a nightclub 
owner and police crime consultant are 
rejoicing over its resurrection by Netfiix, 
after a painful cancellation by Fox. 

The fourth season of the series dropped 
in May on the streaming service, which 
revived the show after a legion of fans in 
this country and abroad staged an intense 
Twitter campaign protesting its ouster and 
pleading for a reprieve by another network. 

The pickup is one of the first instances 
where Netfiix, which specializes in original 
series and films, has picked up a show from 
a m^or U.S. broadcast network. 

“It feels amazing, actually,” Tom Ellis, 
who stars as Lucifer Morningstar, says at 
Warner Bros. Studios in Burbank, Calif, 
where the show is filmed. “It was rather an 
upsetting experience to be canceled. I was 
not ready for the show to be over.” 

Adds executive producer Ildy Mondrov- 
ich: “We’re the little engine that could. 
When we were canceled, I cried in the 
closet for a couple of hours. But it’s actu¬ 
ally the best thing that’s ever happened to 
us, because we found out how people were 
really connected to the show.” 

Although “Lucifer,” based on a DC 
Comics character, is no longer bound by 
broadcast standards and regulations, don’t 
expect the series to be more devilish in its 
storytelling. Except for a brief shot of Ellis’ 
nude rear end in the first episode, the tone 
and fiavor of the series remains largely the 
same as the broadcast version. 

“It was important for us to remain true 
to the fans who saved us,” Mondrovich 


says. “... We did feel we could go deeper 
into the mythology and also tell more 
personal stories. And Netfiix encouraged 
us to have cliffhangers at the end of each 
episode and write to the serialized format a 
lot more. That was fun for us to do.” 

The other m^or switch is a shorter 
season. The first three seasons of the show 
weighed in with more than 20 episodes 
apiece, which is typical for broadcast net¬ 
work series, while the Netfiix version has 
only 10 episodes. 

“We can be leaner and meaner — we can 
get right down to telling our story,” Ellis 
says. 

That story reached a cliffhanger finale 
in the third season when Lucifer, whose 
usual form is a handsome playboy with a 
smooth English accent, changes physically 
into his demonic self, much to the horror 
of his partner — and potential love inter¬ 
est — Det. Chloe Decker (Lauren Ger¬ 
man), the one person immune to Lucifer’s 
charms. 

“We wrote that ending, because we just 
knew we were coming back,” says execu¬ 
tive producer Joe Henderson. “When we 
were canceled, we were crushed; just total 
devastation.” 

Ellis was attending a “Lucifer” fan con¬ 
vention in Rome when he got the bad news. 

“I had just come offstage from doing 
this Q&A,” he says. “I had been put on this 
pedestal for an hour and had gotten back 
on a minibus to get back to the hotel to have 
dinner with friends. I got a call from Joe 
that the show had been canceled.... The 
mood went from joy to deathly silence.” 

Fox executives first blamed the cancel¬ 
lation on ratings, saying that “Lucifer” was 
not drawing enough viewership to warrant 
a renewal. 

But later, then-Fox Television Group 
Chief Executive Dana Walden said eco¬ 


nomics had also played a role. The series is 
produced by Warner Bros. Studios in asso¬ 
ciation with Jerry Bruckheimer Television, 
and “we couldn’t justify the economics” of 
paying for a show from another studio, she 
said in interviews. 

Fans of the show were quick to register 
their anger on Twitter with the hashtags 
#SaveLucifer and #PickUpLucifer. Ac¬ 
cording to @twittertv, 3.64 million tweets 
and 5.63 million retweets included #Save- 
Lucifer between May 8 of last year and 
April 8 of this year. 

“There was this terrific fan uprising,” 
Henderson says. “We heard from Roma¬ 
nia, Egypt, Brazil,” Modrovich says. “It 
was truly moving. The fact that it actually 
worked speaks to a brand new landscape in 
television.” 

Ellis says he became quite emotional 
when he learned that Netfiix had picked up 
the series. 

“I sort of broke down,” Ellis says, recall¬ 
ing how he felt when Warner Bros. Televi¬ 
sion head Peter Roth called him with the 
news. “It was similar for the rest of the 
cast. When we got back together, we were 
just so grateful and thankful to have had 
this experience. Weirdly, if it hadn’t been 
canceled, none of us would have had an 
inkling of how popular and loved the show 
is.” 

Netfiix is also streaming the first three 
seasons, and Ellis as Lucifer provides a 
brief recap at the beginning of the new 
season. The original cast has returned, 
and this season brings two new characters 
— Eve (Inbar Lavi), Lucifer’s first love 
from the Garden of Eden, and Father Kin- 
ley (Graham McTavish), who is plotting to 
return Lucifer to hell. 

“What happened with the cancellation 
really energized us,” Ellis says. “I think it’s 
our best season yet.” 




“Lucifer” stars Tom Ellis 
as the Devil, who runs a 
nightclub in Los Angeles and 
assists the LAPD. 

Netfiix 


After banishment from Fox, Netfiix gives 'Lucifer' new home 


Synipathy 

for the c|^vil 
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PRIVACY MATTERS 

From code words to fake names, low-tech ways women 
can keep personal information safe on pregnancy apps 


By Drew Harwell 


The Washington Post 

W hen Heather Irvine used the Ovia apps 
to track her trying-to-conceive months 
and first pregnancy, she logged pretty 
much everything going on with her 
body, from the look of her cervical fluid to the days 
she was having sex. But after she gave birth, the 
app wouldn’t let her record it without entering her 
newborn’s name and birthday. 

So she just... didn’t. 

The app ended up thinking “I was pregnant 
for well over two years,” said Irvine, a 31-year- 
old journalist in Pennsylvania. “With me, I 
get it, I gave my personal information, that’s 
what I’d agreed to. But my kid? That’s none 
of your business.” 

After The Washington Post wrote about 
how some period- and pregnancy-track¬ 
ing apps share data with women’s bosses 
and insurance companies, we asked 
women how they felt about the surpris¬ 
ing ways their intimate health informa¬ 
tion was being captured, saved and 
shared. 

We received more than 100 respons¬ 
es from women who had used one of 
30 different tracker apps — or, in many 
cases, two or three at a time — and who 
often said they felt trapped by an unfair 
choice: They cared about privacy, but 
they also found the digital trackers too 
valuable to give up. 

To deal with that dilemma, many 
women said they had devised strategies 
to compel the apps to give them what they 
want while also keeping all of their most 
sensitive data to themselves. They used fake 
names, logged only scattered details and even 
fudged data to keep the tech companies and 
other potential snoops off their trail. 

Their stories highlighted one of the more 
nuanced ways people think about privacy in the 
modern internet age. Many are cautious about being 
exposed, misused or exploited — but they also love 
these apps for a reason, and they’re happy to fuzz 
the numbers until they feel they’re no longer at risk. 

Those experiences show people are getting wise 
to the tech world’s insatiable appetite for personal 
information, said Cooper Quintin, a senior staff tech¬ 
nologist at the Electronic Frontier Foundation who has 
researched pregnancy-tracking apps. 

“People are becoming more aware of the surveillance- 
capitalism business model, and becoming more aware 
of the massive amounts of data being taken by these 
companies... and they’re taking steps to minimize that 
wherever possible,” Quintin said. “Companies are Anally 
realizing that their customers want their privacy taken 
seriously.” 

Ovia declined to comment. But representatives at com¬ 
peting apps said the women who used them most often 
shared accurate information about themselves because 
they wanted the best results. Glow, a popular fertility¬ 
tracking app with more than 15 million users, said it 
doesn’t require women to give their legal names but does 
ask for an email address, and attempts to flgure out which 
pieces of submitted health information might be made up 
so it can treat any outlier data “as exactly that — noise,” 
as a spokeswoman there said. 

“The key issue is motivation,” said Virginia Vitzthum, 
the director of science research at the period-tracking 
app Clue. “People who track their cycles are typically 
highly motivated to input correct data because they want 
to know more about themselves.” 

Some women told The Washington Post that the period- 
and pregnancy-tracking apps’ personal benefits — help¬ 
ing them chart their health, understand their bodies and 
battle insecurities during one of the most confusing times 
of their lives — outweighed their potential worries of how 
the depersonalized, aggregated data would be used. 


Some said 
they had shared 
the tracked men¬ 
strual data with their doctors 
and spouses, and that they gave the apps a 
remarkable level of trust. One woman who 
wanted not to get pregnant said she had 
stopped taking birth-control pills because 
she believed so completely in the advice of her ovulation¬ 
tracking app. 

Only one app has been approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration to call itself a method of contraception: 
Natural Cycles, which uses a woman’s body temperature 
and other information to suggest the days when she most 
likely won’t get pregnant. It’s about 93 percent effec¬ 
tive for the average woman, clinical studies have shown 
— meaning seven women out of 100 who use it will still 
likely conceive within a year. 

Other respondents, however, said they didn’t feel the 
apps were worth the mental strain. “My body is the core 
of my privacy, and a lot of tracking didn’t seem to help me 
medically,” one woman wrote. It “just led to microman¬ 
aging my body and habits, which led to stress.” 

Women who did use the apps found ways to obscure 
their identity, using a system of aliases and throwaway 
email addresses or only recording scraps of information 
without giving away the full picture of their health. 

One woman who said she had miscarried while track¬ 
ing her pregnancy said she stopped using the app, and 
started using another, for fear the information could be 


misused by health-care providers to prioritize other pa¬ 
tients. She said she also hated being reminded of her loss. 

Respondents were especially resistant to the apps’ 
requests for early health data on their children, which 
several of the apps have advertised will help parents 
chart and assess their newborns’ growth. Some said 
they felt the data collection was a way of infringing on 
their children’s privacy before they could understand or 
consent. “I want them to have autonomy with their digital 
footprint as much as possible,” one woman wrote. 

Some respondents said their worries about tracking felt 
painfully acute: One woman living in the Bible Belt, and 
another in Brazil, said they worried that their informa¬ 
tion could be exploited by government authorities or end 
up falling into the wrong hands. 

Many of the women said they were realistic about 
the nature of the web, and they’ve long since resigned 
themselves to the fact that they’re tracked and targeted 
online. But their health information felt even more im¬ 
portant — and worth adopting unconventional measures 
to protect. 

“This is beyond shopping habits and purchase points,” 
one woman wrote. “This is someone’s life.” 
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Travel, skydiving alternatives to milestone parties 


By Beth Whitehouse 

Newsday 

L ou Dearstyne of Mass- 
apequa Park, N.Y., could 
have taken the less fright¬ 
ening way out and thrown 
his daughter, Meghan, a high 
school graduation party. Instead, he 
jumped out of a plane with her. 

“I get a little uneasy cleaning 
out the gutters at the house, let 
alone going up 10,000 feet,” says 
Dearstyne, 51, who works in the 
finance department for a credit card 
company. But skydiving with Dad 
was what Meghan wanted to mark 
her graduation from Massapequa 
High School in 2016. 

Long Island is the home of the 
big bash to celebrate teenage 
milestones, whether it’s upcom¬ 
ing June graduations, a Sweet 16, a 
quinceanera or a bar/bat mitzvah. 
But such festivities aren’t the right 
choice for every family. Other fami¬ 
lies have feted their children by tak¬ 
ing family and friends somewhere 
more exotic. 

Deborah Clark, 42, a stay-at-home 
mother from Franklin Square, N.Y., 
told her daughter, Mia, that an over- 
the-top Sweet 16 costing upward 
of $10,000 for venue, DJ and dress 
wasn’t in the cards because the 
family already devoted thousands 
every year to Mia’s competitive 
gymnastic extracurriculars. “I told 
my daughter, ‘If I’m going to take 
out a loan, it’s going to be to send 
you to college,”’ Clark says. 

She says she suggested Mia take 
one friend with them on a less costly 
family cruise to Bermuda. Besides, 
Mia says, “I don’t really like the 
whole attention-on-me part of it.” 

A bonus was that extended family 
also opted to go on the cruise, which 
left from New York on May 12. A 
captain’s dinner celebrated Mia’s 
birthday; she wore a dark pink 
high-low dress. And she enjoyed jet 
skiing and parasailing. 


Mikaelah Gregory of Oceanside, 
N.Y., also has opted for a trip to an 
island for her Sweet 16 — her family 
has visited Atlantis in the Bahamas 
every summer since she was a tod¬ 
dler, and the Gregorys will bring 
four friends with her for a week 
beginning Memorial Day weekend. 
It will cost the family about $13,000 
to fiy everyone down and host them, 
but it’s to 
enjoy six 
days instead 
of four hours, 
says mother 
Carine 
Konda- 
Gregory, 47, 
a practice 
manager for 
a pediatri¬ 
cian. 

“All of my 
friends are 
turning 16 
this year,” 
Mikaelah 
says. “I 
didn’t want 
to do a Sweet 
16 because 
we have a 
Sweet 16 

every week.” The Bahamas are her 
favorite place, she says. “I totally 
want to share that experience with 
my friends.” 

Ericka Uribe Carey, 50, has 
already asked her 12-year-old 
daughter, Brianna, if she wants a 
quinceanera party to celebrate her 
15th birthday, a tradition in Latino 
culture. “I told her when I was 15 
my dad gave us a choice to have a 
party or take a trip,” Carey says. 
“She wants to travel.” Brianna’s 
dream destination: Paris. 

The choice Seth Newman’s fam¬ 
ily made for his bar mitzvah also 
entailed a plane ride and let him 
celebrate in shorts — they fiew to 
Israel and participated in a tour 
for families marking the occasion 


on Masada, an ancient fortress on 
a rock plateau. “We just felt we 
wanted to do something highly 
memorable,” says mother Robin 
Gorman Newman. 

Dara Warshaw made the same 
choice for her daughter, Lily, in 
December. “Being in Israel was a 
m^or thing,” Dara says. “It’s the 
Holy Land of the Jewish people. We 
saw the Dead Sea, we rode camels 
and donkeys and made hummus.” 
Says Lily: “I thought it was abso¬ 
lutely amazing. It was definitely a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience.” 

Other Long Island families have 
created memories closer to home. 
Angela Shanerman, 50, a divorce 
coach from East Northport, N.Y., 
took 20 of daughter Victoria’s 
friends to lunch at Oheka Castle to 
mark her Sweet 16 five years ago. 
“They all got dressed up,” Shaner¬ 
man says. “It was just so beautiful 
there. It was a very different experi¬ 
ence.” 

Maureen Kass, 54, treated daugh¬ 
ter Meredith and 35 friends to tick¬ 
ets to Blue Man Group on Broadway 
when Meredith turned 16 in 2017. 
They rented a bus to take them to 
Manhattan, and they had a catered 
Chinese meal at their home. 

Carol Vallone, 52, took her daugh¬ 
ter and five friends on an overnight 
trip to Mystic, Conn. “It was my 
daughter’s idea,” Vallone says of 
Jordan. “She did not want a big 
to-do.” 

The group spent one day at Mys¬ 
tic Seaport and the next day at the 
Mystic Aquarium and had a birth¬ 
day dinner at a restaurant. “She had 
a blast,” Vallone says. 

Karen Neilson says her daughter 
has always known she would have 
to come up with something creative 
for her Sweet 16. “I told her when 
she was really little, ‘We’re not 
doing a wedding without a groom,”’ 
Neilson says. Nicole opted for a 
Yankees vs. Boston Red Sox game 
on June 1. 


I I told her 
^ when she 
was really 
little, “We're 
not doing 
a wedding 
without a 
■ groom.” ^ 

Karen Neilson 

who took her 
daughter to a 
Yankees baseball 
game instead of 
hosting an 
expensive 
Sweet 16 party 


THE MEAT AND 
POTATOES OF LIFE jf^ , ’"jji 

Lisa Smith Molinari 

No kidding: Goat yoga 
for Grammy’s birthday 

I t seemed like a terrific idea... at the time. 

Grammy was coming to visit for her birthday. 
Over the years, we’d given her every lousy present 
from ill-fitting sweaters, to redundant casserole 
dishes, to hardware store gift cards, to complicated elec¬ 
tronics she would never use. It was high time we put real 
thought into Grammy’s special day. 

It hit me while I was driving past a local farm. “What 
if we surprised Grammy with a goat yoga session for her 
birthday?” I suggested to my daughters, Anna and Lilly, 
seated in the car with me. 

“That would be SO fun!” Anna exclaimed. We were un¬ 
able to contain our own selfish excitement at the prospect 
of snapping selfies with adorable goats in the name of 
Grammy’s birthday. 

While most 70-something grandmothers would not 
want a cloven farm animal standing on her back, Gram¬ 
my had always been fearless with all manner of bugs, 
reptiles and furry creatures ... and, oddly, fascinated with 
their scatology. So, Anna, Lilly and I surprised her. “In 
honor of your birthday, we’re having ‘Girls’ Night Out,’ 
complete with Sunset Goat Yoga followed by dinner at a 
Thai restaurant!” 

Although it sounded like the perfect girls’ night to us, 
Grammy’s stunned expression begged for more informa¬ 
tion. “Don’t worry. Mom,” I assured her, “we’re going to 
a quaint, historic farm, and as the sun kisses the horizon, 
we’ll be meditating on yoga mats in a fiowered meadow 
while adorable baby goats frolic around us ... Doesn’t that 
sound fabulous?” 

Grammy smiled uneasily. 

We piled out of the car at the farm and waited outside 
the barn as instructed, as the farm hands retrieved goats 
on leashes for each of us. Lilly was assigned Herb, Anna 
had Daisy, Grammy had Wilson, and I had Sugar. I had 
expected curious and compliant goats, but these young 
kids pulled fiercely on their restraints, bleating to the 
hills to be returned to the comfort of their dung-heaps. 

The farm hands told us to walk our goats up a muddy 
road to the field at the top of the hill, where the yoga 
instructor would teach our class. They advised, “If they 
run, run with them. If they resist, pick them up. But 
watch the horns!” 

I looked down at Sugar, straining on her lead. “Is that 
mud running down the backs of her legs?” I wondered, 
resolving to not carry her. The scene soon looked like an 
old Keystone Cops reel, each of us trying desperately to 
coax our goats up the hill, getting tangled in each other’s 
leashes, sporadically running, and trying awkwardly to 
pick up the animals. 

I finally resorted to carrying Sugar, with my head 
turned reluctantly toward her caked backside to keep 
from having my eyes poked out. By the time we all 
reached the yoga location, we were sweating, traumatized 
and smudged with poo. 

We rolled mats out between the cow pies, and our yoga 
instructor began, “Today, we will experience real life 
with all its beauty and distractions.” A giggle erupted 
when a goat urinated. “Yes, the goats are funny, but let’s 
be mindful of our bodies now. Feel the breeze, hear the 
birds, smell” — 

A goat hopped onto Anna’s lap, and Lilly hooted and 
fumbled to snap photos. A goat nibbled on Grammy’s hair. 

“He thinks it’s hay!” my mother joked, and the entire 
class cracked up. 

The hilarity continued through lotus position, down¬ 
ward-facing dog, grasshopper and warrior pose, while 
the goats hopped, bucked, gnawed, yanked and tugged 
their way into our hearts. Even mucky Sugar won me 
over when she nuzzled my neck and nibbled my ponytail. 
Meditation and mindfulness seemed impossible, but sud¬ 
denly I became very mindful when I realized Sugar had 
my entire ponytail down her throat. Clearly, laughter was 
the best therapeutic technique under the circumstances. 

Over green curry and sake, I asked Grammy what she 
thought of goat yoga. She mustered her inner diplomat: 
“Hmm, well, I must say, it was VERY authentic.” 

Read more of Lisa Smith Molinari’s columns at: 

themeatandpotatoesoflife.com 

Email: meatandpotatoesoflifedJgooglemail.com 
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NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD 

HOOK-UPS 

BY NATAN LAST / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ 


ACROSS 
I “Full Frontal With 
Samantha Bee” 
channel 

4 Counterpart of 
“highway” in an 
m.p.g. rating 
8 Little rapscallions 
12 Weapon that’s thrown 

17 Male buddy, in slang 

18 Source of some 

penetrating notes 

19 Infiltrator 

20 In two pieces 

21 Took a chill pill 
23 Danger for coastal 

residents 

25 He hosted the second- 

ever episode of 
“Saturday Night 

26 Event in nuclear 

physics 

27 It “should comfort 

the disturbed 
and disturb the 
comfortable,” 
according to a 
saying 

28 Incompetent sort, 

slangily 

29 Reveals 

30 Braves’ division, 

briefly 

31 Pirouette 

33 War loser, usually 

34 Like beer and baking 

dough 


35 Try Sinatra at 
karaoke, say 
37 Boost 

40 Member of a South 

Asian diaspora 

41 Format 

accommodating poor 

43 Fate, in Greek myth 
46 Like some sheets 

51 Requests 

52 Depiction in Bosch’s 

“The Garden of 
Earthly Delights” 

53 Presage 

54 “I kid you not!” 

55 Vietnamese soup 

56 Went white 

57 Vittles 

58 For the most part 

59 1972 Bill Withers hit 
61 The miser’s daughter 

in Moliere’s “The 
Miser” 

63 Cuddly-looking bear 

64 They’re full of hot air 

66 Shoe with lots of 

holes 

67 Fleet-footed 
69Crash site? 

72 Alternative to 

Corinthian 

73 First word in many a 

limerick 

74 H. H, Munro’s 

pseudonym 

75 _Club 

76 “You’ve gotta be 

kidding” 

77 It may lead to tax- 

evasion charges 

78 Sci-fi subgeme with 

“retrofuturistic” 

technology 


80 Blabbed 
82 Widespread umest 

84 Shield of Greek myth 

85 Facebook users’ 

multitude 
88 Doppelganger 
90 Oscar winner for 
“Shakespeare in 

92 Language family that 

includes Crow and 
Lakota 

93 Helms 

94 Rain unsteadily 

95 Digital world 
98 French toast 

100 Hot chili designation 

102 Not like the odds 

103 Steinbeck novel 
featuring the madam 
Dora Flood 

104 Title in “Monty 
Python and the Holy 
Grail” 

105 Hoodwink 

106 Comedic actor 
Wareheim 

107 “Wonder Woman” 
antagonist 

108 Over 

109 Feature of an old- 
fashioned swing 

110 Peace Nobelist 
Walesa 

lllWhat the Czech 
word “ano” 
means in English, 
paradoxically 

DOWN 

1 Gym rat’s development 

2 High pitch, maybe 

3 1984 Steve Perry hit 


4 Act overprotectively 

toward 

5 Bygone Apple laptop 

6 Word with boom or 

7 Ache 

8 Acher’s lament 

9 Ragtag 

10 Lumbers (along) 

11 One working on an 

12 Role for a biology 

grad student, 
perhaps 

13 Works with numbers 

14 One might be thrown 

from a horse 

15 Elotilla of merchant 

16 Hospital tube 

17 Animal with tusks 

21 Worker with numbers, 

for short 

22 Erench fashion icon 
24 Does groundbreaking 

work? 

26 The “Aladdin” song 
“A Whole New 
World” takes place 

29 Approx. 1,055 joules 
32 Refuses to share 

34 What a cake candle 

often represents 

35 Give it up, so to speak 

36 Reckless 

38 Eencing sword 

39 Like “mailman” and 

“waitress” 

40 Clobber 

42 Cowboys and Spurs 
44 Barbra Streisand 

cdbum “A Love Like 



45 “Uh ... sure” 

47 Like the central 

planet in “Dune” 

48 Surprised 

49 Not 100% 

50 Rival of BAL and BOS 
56 Gave extra juice 

58 Family business 
60 Tres y tres 

62 Actress Petty of “A 

League of Their 

63 What might get you a 

“ladle” drunk? 


64 Handyperson’s inits. 

65 Sushi topper 

66 Quaff quickly 
68 Engineer who 

coined the term 
“horsepower” 

70 Hilton alternative 

71 Sounds of 

disappointment 
73 Larrups 

75 Something journalists 
may work on 
79 Its wingspan can 
reach 30 feet 


81 Problem usually 

encountered at night 
83 Aetna’s business: 
Abbr. 

85 Say uncle 

86 Searched for truffles, 

87 Delightful event? 

88 Stretching or 

tightening muscle 

89 Dangling part of a 

rooster 

91 Isle named for a 
Gaelic goddess 


92 Shade of black 

93 Capital once known 

as Thang Long 

(“Ascending 

Dragon”) 

94 Like some booms 

96 Bow-wielding god 

97 Mini manufacturer 

99 Winnow 

100 Meter reading 

101 Erato’s instrument 
103 Bit of old-fashioned 

animation 


GUNSTON STREET 


RESULTS FOR ABOVE PUZZLE 



“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com. Online: gunstonstreet.com. 
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Following Franklin’s lead 

After canceled flight, Jennifer Hudson drove nearly 13 hours 
for luncheon honoring Pulitzer Prize winners, Queen of Soul 


By Mesfin Fekadu 

Associated Press 

With bad weather in Chicago on Monday and 
her flight canceled, Jennifer Hudson fretted at the 
thought of missing her performance at Tuesday’s 
Pulitzer Prize awards ceremony to pay tribute to 
honoree Aretha Franklin. 

But then Hudson said she felt the spirit of the 
Queen of Soul — who refused to fly but traveled by 
tour bus to concerts and events — and drove nearly 
13 hours to New York to make the luncheon. 

“I looked up and I thought, ‘You know what, it’s 
like Aretha’s spirit is in me. She didn’t believe in fly¬ 
ing; she would drive,”’ Hudson told The Associated 
Press. “I got here in time, five minutes early to sing, 
because I wasn’t going to miss it. Honey, I said, ‘If I 
got to walk, if I got to crawl. I’m going to get there.’ 
And here I am — so it’s in my heart.” 

Hudson embodied Franklin’s spirit and vocal 
prowess as she brought the ceremony to church with 
a rousing, fiery performance of “Amazing Grace.” 

“She’s always with me, I feel,” Hudson said of 
Franklin. “I always keep her in my mind and in my 
heart, and try to lead in a way that I know that she 
would want me to.” 

Franklin, who died last August at 76, was posthu¬ 
mously awarded the Pulitzer Prize Special Citation 
honor Tuesday, becoming the first individual woman 
to earn a special citation prize since the honor was 
first awarded in 1930. The Pulitzer board said the 
award was given to Franklin for “her indelible con¬ 
tribution to American music and culture for more 
than five decades.” 

Collaborator and close friend Clive Davis and 
longtime publicist Gwendolyn Quinn accepted the 


honor on behalf of Franklin’s family. 

South Florida’s Sun-Sentinel won the prize in pub¬ 
lic service for its coverage of last year’s mass shoot¬ 
ing at the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Fla., where 17 students and staff were 
killed. 

Hudson posed for photos with Parkland school 
students at the luncheon held at Columbia Univer¬ 
sity, which also featured performances by Damien 
Sneed and Brandie Inez Sutton. 

She also spoke to the students backstage about 
the effects of gun violence. One of the students told 
singer that experiencing a mass shooting is a club no 
one wanted to be a part of 

“Exactly. And you have no choice,” said Hudson, 
whose mother, brother and 7-year-old nephew were 
shot to death in 2008. “No one knows when it’s gonna 
happen or who it’s gonna happen to, and you never 
know how life-changing it is until it happens, but 
the only way we can ever make a difference is for 
those who have not experienced it, to look from the 
perspective of those who have. And that’s when the 
change will happen, you know?” 

Hudson, an Oscar and Grammy winner, will play 
Franklin in an upcoming biopic. She said she always 
felt connected to Franklin. 

“Even when I auditioned for ‘American Idol,’ I 
sang ‘Share Your Love with Me’ by Aretha Frank¬ 
lin. ... I’m like, ‘Wow! It’s like her presence was al¬ 
ways there,’ ” Hudson said. 

“... (Aretha) called me when I was on Broadway 
and she was like, ‘And I’ve made my decision, and it 
is you.’ I was like, ‘Yes ma’am. I’m ready. I will give 
it every bit of my all,”’ Hudson continued. “That’s 
why I had to get on that road trip last night to get 
here, because if I said I’m in. I’m in.” 



Bebeto Matthews/AP 


Jennifer Hudson sings “Amazing Grace” in tribute to Aretha Franklin, 
who received a special music citation during the Pulitzer Prize 
awards luncheon at Columbia University on Tuesday in New York. 


Moby backs off of claim, cancels book tour 


Daniels; 'Mockingbird’ 
'the role of a lifetime’ 

Early in the morning on a two-show 
day on Broadway, Jeff Daniels reluctantly 
talks about his Tony Award nomination. 

He doesn’t want to get his hopes up, 
so he prefers to “remain neutral” on the 
nod, his third. As for the role that got him 
there, well, that’s another story. 

Daniels perks up when the conversation 
turns to his portrayal of Atticus Finch, 
the small-town attorney immortalized in 
the Harper Lee novel “To Kill a Mocking¬ 
bird,” adapted now for the stage. 

Lee chronicled the innocence and trag¬ 
edy of her childhood in the classic novel, 
shinning a light on the Jim Crow-era 
South as well as injustice in a small Ala¬ 
bama town. 

Nearly 60 years after the novel was pub¬ 
lished, Daniels sees the play embrace the 
same values. 

“I think the big thing that it did in the 
’60s, that it also does now, is it slaps white 
America in the face,” Daniels said. 

The novel won the Pulitzer Prize for lit¬ 
erature in 1961, and the film version took 
home three Oscars, including a best actor 
award for Gregory Peck. 

That pedigree makes stepping into the 
shoes of Finch a daunting task, one that 
required a careful balance of research for 
Daniels. 

“I watched the movie once, and then put 
it away. I read the book once, and again 
with highlighting Atticus’ stuff,” Daniels 
said. 

That was just the starting point. From 
there, Daniels immersed himself in un¬ 
derstanding 1930s-era Alabama so he 
could focus on the period, rather than 
imitating Peck, or, as he puts it, “climbing 
Mount Gregory Peck.” 



Jeff Daniels 


Daniels approached it like he was 
originating the role. “Peck either did the 
definitive, can’t-imagine-anyone-else-in- 
this-performance, or he was the only guy 
who got to do it. So, if you’re going to do it, 
that’s the approach you have to take and 
roll the dice and see what happens,” Dan¬ 
iels said. 

“It’s the role of a lifetime, and all I’m 
trying to do is give the performance of my 
life every night. Because I know what I 
got. I know how precious this role is, and 
that’s why I said yes to it for a year,” Dan¬ 
iels said. 

Eight times a week, Daniels feels the 
pulse of the play in front of a live audience. 
While Jim Crow laws have gone by the 
wayside, he said the story is still relevant 
today when it comes to racial bigotry. 

“It’s probably as pronounced as racism 
has been in decades,” he said. “We have 
to decide whether there is goodness in 
everyone. Whether there is compassion 
and generosity and civility and respect for 
others in everyone. Atticus believes that, 
and he comes to find out that that may not 
be the case. And I think as we look around 
today, that’s an arguable point.” 

From The Associated Press 


From wire services 

Then the book tour fell apart. 

Moby, who claimed in his memoir, 
“Then It Fell Apart,” that he dated actress 
Natalie Portman — who later disputed the 
claim — has seemingly decided it’s time 
to lie low for a while. 

The musician responded to a storm of 
criticism and mockery after Portman 
said they had a “creepy” 
friendship when she was 
18 by posting an apology 
on his Instagram on May 
25. 

And now he’s bailing 
on his book tour with four 
stops in the UK. and Ire¬ 
land still on the schedule, 
according to a note on his 
website. 

Moby initially pushed back on Port- 
man’s claims that they didn’t date, posting 
a picture of himself shirtless with Port- 
man and writing on Instagram that, “I re¬ 
cently read a gossip piece wherein Natalie 
Portman said that we’d never dated. This 
confused me, as we did, in fact, date.” 

He seemed to back off with the Insta¬ 
gram apology over the weekend, writing 
“it was truly inconsiderate of me to not 
let her know about her inclusion in the 
book.” 

He added, “I accept that given the dy¬ 
namic of our almost 14-year age difference 
I absolutely should’ve acted more respon¬ 
sibly and respectfully when Natalie and 
I first met almost 20 years ago,” slightly 
understating the age difference between 
the two, which is more than 15 years, ac¬ 
cording to publicly available birth dates. 


‘Chi’ actor loses MTV awards 
bid amid misconduct claims 

MTV on Wednesday cut Jason Mitch¬ 
ell from contention at next month’s MTV 
Movie & TV Awards following reports of 
alleged misconduct by “The Chi” actor. 

MTV announced that Mitchell was re¬ 
moved as a nominee for best performance 
in a show in light of recent developments. 

According to The Hollywood Reporter, 
Mitchell has been dropped from Show¬ 
time’s “The Chi” after he was fired in late 
April from the Netflix film “Desperado.” 

In a statement to The Hollywood Re¬ 
porter published Wednesday, “The Chi” 
showrunner Ayanna Floyd said there 
were multiple human resources com¬ 
plaints against Mitchell, including one she 
filed against the actor, after she became 
what she described as “a target of his rage 
and inappropriateness.” 

Debbie Harry says memoir 
reflects ‘a very full life’ 

Debbie Harry says her upcoming mem¬ 
oir, “Face It,” comes out Oct. 1, Dey Street 
Books announced Wednesday. The singer 
writes about her years in 1970s New York 
and her rise with Blondie, and shares sto¬ 
ries about everyone from fellow New York 
bands Talking Heads and the Ramones 
to encounters with Rita Hayworth and 
David Bowie. Blondie is known for such 
hits as “Heart of Glass” and “Call Me.” 

In a statement, Harry said parts of her 
life were funny and warm and others 
chilling “to the bone.” Writing the book 
led to her discovery that she had led “a 
very full life.” 



Moby 
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OPINION _ 

For Mueller, self-effacement is patriotic 


By Noah Feldman 

Bloomberg Opinion 

T he sphinx finally spoke. But much 
like his ancient predecessor, spe¬ 
cial counsel Robert Mueller didn’t 
resolve any mysteries. At his sur¬ 
prise news conference Wednesday to an¬ 
nounce his retirement, Mueller essentially 
repeated what he had written in his report. 
He didn’t take questions. He said he didn’t 
plan to say anything more in public. And 
he warned Congress that if called to tes¬ 
tify, he wouldn’t say anything beyond what 
was in the report — which he called “my 
testimony.” 

Just about the only new point that Muel¬ 
ler made was to stand up for his team and 
justify their investigation of obstruction of 
justice as part of the probe into Russian 
meddling in the 2016 election. But even 
this point was made very subtly, and is 
unlikely to deter President Donald Trump 
or his supporters from future attacks on 
Mueller and his staff 
What was the meaning of Mueller’s 
cryptic performance? Most fundamental¬ 
ly, Mueller wanted to take himself out of 
public discourse — forever. He could have 
pushed back on Attorney General Wil¬ 
liam Barr’s distortion of his report’s public 
reception. We know that Mueller wasn’t 
happy about that, because he both wrote 
to Barr and called him to express concern 
about Barr’s misleading summary. 

Yet in his one moment in the sun, Mueller 
was completely silent about his disagree¬ 
ment with the attorney general. He avoid¬ 
ed the topic altogether. He even expressed 
appreciation that Barr had released almost 
all of his report to the public. 

Muller didn’t praise Barr otherwise. Nor 
did he mention former Deputy Attorney 
General Rod Rosenstein, who both protect¬ 


ed his investigation and then participated 
in Barr’s summary of his work. 

These strategic silences strongly indicate 
that Mueller doesn’t want to be involved in 
any give-and-take with Barr or Rosenstein 
— or anyone else for that matter. 

Then there was Mueller’s rather re¬ 
markable statement that although there 
had been “talk” of an appearance by him 
before Congress, he would not be pre¬ 
pared under oath to amplify anything in 
the report. This was comprehensible only 
as a direct message to Democratic House 
leaders: If you subpoena me, I won’t say 
anything interesting. You won’t like the 
theater that follows, because I will refuse 
to answer your questions except by repeat¬ 
ing what’s in the report. 

Seen from a constitutional standpoint, 
this assertion is actually a little doubtful. 
If called to testify before Congress as a pri¬ 
vate citizen who has stepped down from the 
Department of Justice, Mueller wouldn’t 
have any obvious right or authority to re¬ 
fuse to answer legitimate questions. 

But that may not matter as a political re¬ 
ality. Mueller understands perfectly well 
that the House Democrats now have to 
make a political calculation about whether 
they would gain more by bringing Mueller 
in to testify and drawing renewed attention 
to Trump’s possible wrongdoing, or wheth¬ 
er they would end up losing ground if they 
appeared to be badgering Mueller. 

The second important meaning of 
Mueller’s minimalistic statement is that 
it can be counted as a win for the Trump 
administration. 

To be sure, Mueller made a point of say¬ 
ing that if he could have concluded that 
Trump didn’t commit a crime, he would 
have done so. And he reiterated the ex¬ 
tremely tenuous reasoning contained 


in the report to the effect that he would 
not have stated that Trump committed a 
crime, because doing so would be unfair to 
a president who would not get charged and 
so would not get a day in court to defend 
himself. 

Perhaps in Mueller’s mind—the mind of 
a lawyer’s lawyer — this arcane, legalistic 
explanation is meant to suggest that Trump 
may very well have been guilty of obstruc¬ 
tion of justice. Indeed, even with respect to 
collusion with Russia, Mueller stated only 
that his investigation didn’t reveal enough 
evidence to charge a conspiracy. 

But to the rest of the world, the upshot 
of Mueller’s choice of words is to enable 
Trump and his supporters to say that the 
report cleared the president. Which Trump 
did in a tweet, just a half-hour later. 

The third and final takeaway is surely 
that Mueller believes that his future si¬ 
lence is good for the republic. As a patriot 
and public servant, Mueller is doing every¬ 
thing he can to fight against becoming a 
politicized or partisan figure. 

No doubt there is some personal prefer¬ 
ence here. But Mueller is also trying to send 
the signal that true public servants avoid 
making the story about themselves — that 
self-effacement is a form of patriotism. 

This viewpoint is so archaic in the era of 
Trump that it may seem naive or deluded. 
It could easily be argued as a matter of 
realpolitik that by withdrawing from the 
public fight, Mueller is enabling Trump. 

Mueller, it seems, doesn’t care. He’s a 
throwback to the past — maybe the ancient 
past. The sphinx has spoken his mysterious 
truth. Now he just wants to be left alone. 

Noah Feldman is a Bloomberg"Opinion columnist. 

He is a professor of law at Harvard University and 
was a clerk to U.S. Supreme Court Justice David 
Souter. His books include “The Three Lives of 
James Madison: Genius, Partisan, President.” 


Will voters back message Trump is controlling? 


By Andrew Malcolm 

McClatchy Washington Bureau 

O ne distinctive characteristic of 
every presidency, regardless of 
party, is the powerful desire to 
control the flow of information 
about it. This is especially true during 
first terms, as the desire for a second one 
mounts. 

As you may have noticed. President Don¬ 
ald Trump seeks to manage the messaging 
from and the reporting on his White House 
by flooding the zone with news, usually of 
his own making and from his own mouth 
or cellphone. It worked in 2016. 

This is a precarious business in politics 
because like most humans, you see and 
hear exactly what you want to see and hear. 
Trump has gone through five communica¬ 
tions directors in 28 months and currently 
has none. Or rather, the director of com¬ 
munications is the president himself. 

An experienced user and consumer of 
both print and electronic media over many 
years. Trump thinks he knows better than 
any communications professionals. Actu¬ 
ally, he knows he knows better. Hence, you 
may also have noticed that Trump has dis¬ 
carded the almost-daily White House news 
briefing by a presidential spokesman. 

“The reason Sarah Sanders does not go 
to the ‘podium’ much anymore,” Trump 
tweeted as his cover story, “is that the 
press covers her so rudely & inaccurately, 
in particular certain members of the press. 
I told her not to bother, the word gets out 
anyway!” 

Of course, the word gets out because the 
president himself puts it out his way on his 
schedule, which often sets the day’s news 
agenda and sets it around guess who? 

He does this through tweets to his 61 


million followers and brief exchanges with 
pool reporters on the lawn or during activi¬ 
ties in the Oval Office or Cabinet Room. 

This strategy has the distinct advantage 
for Trump of going over the heads of an¬ 
tagonistic media representatives to deliver 
unfiltered news to his base relatively free 
of the professional interrogatory pushback 
during more formal news conferences. 

It also keeps the focus on Trump, which 
you may have additionally noticed is very 
important to him. Not always advanta¬ 
geous to him, but important. 

Take last week, for instance. The presi¬ 
dent was scheduled to meet with Demo¬ 
cratic congressional leaders to discuss a 
large spending measure for infrastructure 
repairs. Most everybody agrees this is nec¬ 
essary and seems to suit the political agen¬ 
das of both parties. 

Three minutes into the meeting, the pres¬ 
ident of the United States walked out, citing 
a pre-meeting charge by House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi that he’s engineering a “cov- 
erup.” That may well have been deliberate 
bait by Pelosi, who knows like everybody 
else that counterpuncher Trump can’t let 
any accusation go unanswered, even when 
it’s to his advantage to do so. 

Trump then announced that he would 
not be negotiating with Democrats on any¬ 
thing as long as they were investigating 
him, his family and his finances. Trump 
himself delivered the blunt message exact¬ 
ly as he wanted. No spokesman needed. 

The walkout and vow looked juvenile. 
His base loves such displays of tough 
talk, though, when the president tells off 
anybody with power in the D.C. swamp. 
Trump has conscientiously tended to that 
base. Polls show 90% of Republicans sup¬ 
port him, which is high. 

But here’s the problem: Republicans are 


a minority party; 90% of a minority party 
is an even smaller minority. Trump’s over¬ 
all job approval is bobbing in the low 40s 
and has never once been above 50%. 

Trump lost the 2016 popular vote to Hill¬ 
ary Clinton, 46% to her 48%. But his votes 
were in just the right places needed to cap¬ 
ture 57% of the Electoral College. 

Polls are not predictions, especially this 
far out. And naturally much of the 2020 
outcome depends on the Democrats’ ticket, 
its financing and its effectiveness on the 
campaign trail. But a combination of polls 
this month found that 54% said they would 
definitely not vote for Trump. 

The economy is finally humming, with 
3.2% annualized growth; unemployment is 
the lowest in six decades; and Islamic State 
has been forced to ground. What accounts 
for the 54% antipathy, especially among 
the slim but decisive slice of persuadable 
independents, is this president’s behavior. 
It’s unpresidential. It mattered less last 
time because the alternative was so lame. 

Trump’s base relishes his behavior. He 
relishes his base relishing it. And he knows 
he knows better than any director of com¬ 
munications on the market. 

Trump’s true believers are the mirror 
image of the Never Trumps. Both are so 
deeply invested in their belief it appears 
that nothing could convince them other¬ 
wise. That gives this president some free¬ 
dom to maneuver. He could with a daily 
dose of self-discipline keep those believers 
happy while recalibrating that behavior 
down a few notches to appeal to others. 

Short of that, Donald Trump seriously 
risks going down in history as president of 
a lone term of tumult. 

Andrew Malcolm is an author and veteran 

national and foreign correspondent covering 
politics since the 1960s. 
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OPINION 

What newspapers 
are saying at home 

The following editorial excerpts are se¬ 
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori¬ 
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates. 

What should happen when 
cybertools reach bad actors 
The Washington Post 

American taxpayers may be funding 
attacks on themselves. A report in The 
New York Times tracks the fallout from a 
2-year-old leak of a cache of National Se¬ 
curity Agency hacking tools — designed to 
target U.S. adversaries but harnessed by 
cybercriminals to attack people, business¬ 
es and governments all over the globe. 

The Times connects the NSA’s loss of 
control over malware called EternalBlue 
to the virtual kneecapping of Baltimore. 
Hackers are demanding roughly $100,000 
in bitcoin to restore access to thousands of 
computers and bring back essential servic¬ 
es to civilians. Some information security 
experts dispute the connection in this case, 
but the striking reality remains: The NSA 
built something that bad actors have used 
to cause billions of dollars in damage, and 
there are still no answers on how it hap¬ 
pened or who was responsible. 

The NSA routinely searches for security 
vulnerabilities in popular software. The 
question, when it finds one, is whether to 
inform the manufacturer of the flaw so 
that it may fix it — or keep the problem 
quiet and exploit it. EternalBlue harnessed 
a bug in Microsoft’s software, but the com¬ 
pany did not learn about it until more than 
five years after the NSA uncovered it, after 
the agency’s systems had been breached 
and the hacking tool stolen. 

It’s certainly true that malicious states, 
hacking collectives and individuals are 
hunting for vulnerabilities as rigorously 
as the NSA is, and it is possible that one 
of them would have found the problem if 
the U.S. government had not. It’s also true 
that institutions that have failed to install 
the patch that Microsoft provided to fix the 
flaw, two years later, bear some respon¬ 
sibility for remaining at risk. Even more 
important, especially when it comes to 
critical infrastructure, companies and cit¬ 
ies alike should try to ensure their systems 
are dependable before depending on them 
— setting them up to be robust against at¬ 
tack rather than just to work. 

But the NSA has a great responsibility, 
too. Weaponized computer code can be a 
crucial tool in counterterrorism and coun¬ 
terintelligence investigations, and in the 
case of EternalBlue, it was. Yet this code 
can also be crucial to enemies. The NSA 
has a process in place for evaluating when 
to disclose vulnerabilities, but the guide¬ 
lines dictating tool development, disclo¬ 
sure and protection deserve outside input 
and scrutiny. The country still needs an¬ 
swers on how these tools fell into the wrong 
hands in the first place. It also needs mech¬ 
anisms in place to keep them in the right 
ones going forward. 

Barr’s probe of the probe 
undercuts Trump’s argument 
San Francisco Chronicle 

President Donald Trump’s witch hunt 
has found its Cotton Mather, provocateur 
of the infamous Salem trials. Attorney 
General William Barr, determined to le¬ 
verage a lifetime of expertise on the na¬ 
tion’s laws to ensure they don’t apply to his 
boss, has begun pursuing Trump’s longed- 
for investigation of the investigators with 
all the know-how and follow-through the 
president lacks. 

The White House last week granted 



Mark Thiessen/AP 


The White House last week granted U.S. Attorney General William Barr, above, broad 
authority to declassify intelligence information as he probes the origins of special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s probe of the Trump campaign’s relationship with Russia. 


Barr broad authority to declassify intelli¬ 
gence information as he probes the origins 
of special counsel Robert Mueller’s probe 
of the Trump campaign’s relationship with 
Russia, arming him with another means of 
advancing the president’s conspiracy theo¬ 
ries of a “deep state” bent on political sabo¬ 
tage. Barr previously deputized the U.S. 
attorney for Connecticut to investigate the 
investigation on top of reviews by the Jus¬ 
tice Department’s inspector general. 

Americans should welcome objective 
examinations of law enforcement and in¬ 
telligence, but Barr’s record predicts noth¬ 
ing of the kind. The attorney general has 
signaled enthusiasm for Trump’s decep¬ 
tive and self-serving version of events by 
recklessly accusing authorities of “spying” 
on his campaign. That suggests Barr is 
embarking on a more competent iteration 
of California Rep. Devin Nunes’ misuse of 
declassified material to run interference 
for the president during the California Re¬ 
publican’s mercifully discontinued leader¬ 
ship of the House Intelligence Committee. 

Barr, who also served as attorney gener¬ 
al under George H.W. Bush, is a longtime 
champion of extreme and expansive views 
of presidential power. This ideology is at 
odds with constitutional checks and bal¬ 
ances but in line with a president who has 
shown scant regard for legal and ethical 
constraints. 

The attorney general’s reinvigoration 
of this witch hunt is a fitting sequel to his 
distortion of the Mueller report. Having 
recast the damning document of presiden¬ 
tial obstruction as an exoneration, he has 
turned his attention to sowing doubt about 
the investigation itself 

Taken together, however, Barr’s cam¬ 
paigns to obfuscate and undermine the 
Mueller report reveal the illogic of Barr 
and Trump’s position. An administration 
that insists the special counsel’s investi¬ 
gation vindicated the president is now en¬ 
gaged in a concerted effort to discredit that 
supposedly exculpatory investigation. 

Spinning the consequences of 
climate change is shameful 
Houston Chronicle 

With hurricane season officially begin¬ 
ning Saturday, it’s frightening that the 
Trump administration continues to ignore 
the role climate change plays in spawning 
increasingly horrific storms that threaten 
the lives and property of Texans and resi¬ 
dents of other Gulf states. 


The U.S. Climate and Health Alliance 
said Hurricane Harvey dealt Texas a 
harder blow two years ago because climate 
change produced stronger storm surges, 
increased precipitation and created more 
powerful winds. Harvey dumped nearly of 
52 inches of rain on parts of Harris County. 
Researchers said that was 40 percent more 
rain than a similar storm would have pro¬ 
duced decades ago. 

Not even scientists within President 
Donald Trump’s administration have been 
able to weaken his skepticism. He paid no 
attention to the latest National Climate As¬ 
sessment, which every four years evaluates 
the effects of climate change on the United 
States. The report said climate change had 
made Texas particularly “vulnerable to in¬ 
creasing temperatures, extreme precipita¬ 
tion and continued sea level rise.” 

The report meant nothing to Trump, 
who remains hell bent on reversing en¬ 
vironmental rules imposed by previous 
administrations to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions such as carbon dioxide that 
cause global warming. It’s bad enough that 
Trump ignores science, but he has also 
placed accomplices in key positions to hide 
the truth from the rest of us. 

One culprit is former astronaut James 
Reilly, who Trump appointed last year to 
head the U.S. Geological Survey, one of 
the federal agencies charged with keeping 
tabs on climate change and predicting its 
impact. Reilly, a geologist who also once 
worked for an oil exploration company, 
has ordered USGS scientists using com¬ 
puter-generated climate models to project 
the impact of climate change only through 
2040. 

If you think it’s mere coincidence that 
scientists say current emissions’ impact 
on global warming won’t be felt until after 
2040, you need to know more about Reilly. 
During last year’s confirmation hearings, 
he assured senators, “I’m fully commit¬ 
ted to scientific integrity.” Yet when asked 
specifically “when” more action should be 
taken to address global warming, Reilly 
suddenly became cryptic. 

“Interpretation of the ‘when’ is really the 
problem,” he said, “and the ‘when’ really 
is the problem in: What’s that spectrum of 
time for you? Time, in this regard, is prob¬ 
ably the same as what was best described 
in how you measure depth in a seismic sec¬ 
tion. That is, it’s basically numbers on a 
rubber band, and you’re doing one of these 
things, trying to figure out where’s the best 
fit.” 


Come again? His mutterings are remi¬ 
niscent of Bill Clinton debating the mean¬ 
ing of the word “is.” Only in this case, the 
consequences of denial are quite possibly 
apocalyptic. 

Truth becomes more complex when we 
don’t want to face it. All Reilly had to say 
is “now.” Now is the time to directly con¬ 
front global warming. Reilly shouldn’t be 
in charge of the USGS if he can’t admit 
that. If scientific integrity is as important 
to him as he said it is, he won’t make it a 
casualty to Trump’s insistence that global 
warming take a back seat to whatever busi¬ 
ness model he believes is more important 
than surviving catastrophic climate-re¬ 
lated events. 

Another of Trump’s sycophants. Secre¬ 
tary of State Mike Pompeo, shocked some 
participants at a recent meeting in Finland 
of the eight-nation Arctic Council when he 
seemed to suggest global warming is good 
because it is thawing a bonanza of un¬ 
tapped reserves of oil, gas, uranium, gold 
and rare minerals while opening up new 
shipping routes and fisheries. The words 
“climate change” never came out of Pom- 
peo’s mouth. 

NASA, which like the USGS studies our 
climate, says the damaging changes scien¬ 
tists expect to occur beyond 2040 include 
stronger, more frequent and longer-lasting 
hurricanes; rising sea levels due to melt¬ 
ing ice; and an “essentially ice free” Arctic 
Ocean. NASA says the southwestern United 
States should expect “declining water sup¬ 
plies, reduced agricultural yields, health 
impacts in cities due to heat, and flooding 
and erosion in coastal areas.” 

At this point, it appears unlikely that 
Trump will ever stop trying to weaken or 
get rid of environmental rules that would 
help mitigate these and other devastating 
consequences. He’s surrounded himself 
with yes men such as Reilly and Pompeo 
who won’t talk him down from his posi¬ 
tion. He doesn’t listen to anyone in Con¬ 
gress, Republican or Democrat, who might 
change his mind. 

So, it’s up to the American public to reach 
the president. He’s running for reelection, 
so he must care what voters think. Contact 
the White House and let Trump know you 
don’t want to live in fear of more storms 
even worse than Harvey. Tell the president 
it’s time to acknowledge human activity’s 
role in creating the greenhouse gases that 
cause global warming and to do something 
about it. 

Not airing show on same-sex 
marriage helped Ala. parents 
Dothan (Ala.) Eagle 

Alabama Public Television is defending 
its decision not to air an episode of a popu¬ 
lar children’s program, “Arthur,” because 
the episode includes a same-sex marriage. 

It’s unfortunate that APT officials feel 
the need to defend the move. For its audi¬ 
ence, it was the prudent course. 

“Arthur” is an animated children’s pro¬ 
gram featuring an 8-year-old aardvark 
that often explores issues that face fami¬ 
lies, such as illness. In the episode in ques¬ 
tion, one of the children’s teachers, Mr. 
Ratburn, is set to marry his partner, an 
aardvark named Patrick. 

APT officials chose to air a re-run in¬ 
stead — wisely so, in our view. 

Mike McKenzie, APT programming di¬ 
rector, said that airing the episode would 
violate the trust of parents who believe 
their children can watch APT’s children’s 
programming without supervision. 

That’s a valid position, particularly con¬ 
sidering the controversy the state experi¬ 
enced over the federal court’s ruling on 
same-sex marriage in recent years. 

It’s one thing for an educational televi¬ 
sion show targeting children from 4-8 to 
explore issues such as illness in the family. 
The nuances of sexuality and gender are 
best left to parents, who may choose when 
and how to broach the sensitive topic. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Fireplace residue 
4 Height of 
fashion? 

7 “Serpico” 
director 

12 Scary cry 

13 Oklahoma city 

14 Sports venue 

15 Takes too 
much, briefly 

16 First-rate 

18 Mafia boss 

19 “Once upon —” 

20 Send forth 

22 Author Umberto 

23 Hardly hirsute 
27 Do sums 

29 Composer 
Prokofiev 
31 New Zealand 
native 

34 Daydreamer 
Walter 

35 Hansel’s sister 

37 Center 

38 Round Table 
titles 

39 Jargon suffix 
41 Winds up 

45 Michelangelo 
masterpiece 

47 Have the flu 

48 First-rate 

52 Bikini top 

53 Worth 

54 Samovar 

55 Slugger Mel 


56 Brownstone 
feature 

57 “The Bells” 
author 

58 “See ya!” 

DOWN 

1 Home 

2 Sin city 

3 Egypt’s Mubarak 

4 “Funny!” 

5 Redacted 

6 Wizardry 

7 Chantilly, e.g. 

8 Web address 

9 “Give — break!” 

10 Em ha!ves 

11 Prof’s he!pers 
17 Med. p!an 

options 

21 Smai! fruit pies 

23 liiega! payment 

24 Literary rep 


25 Allow 

26 Hobbyist’s abbr. 
28 Conk out 

30 Outback bird 

31 Brit, sports cars 

32 Onassis 
nickname 

33 Not ’neath 

36 “Star Wars” 
royal 

37 Straight, 
for short 

40 Clinch 

42 Mogul 

43 Begrimed 

44 Roofing material 

45 Get ready, briefly 

46 “Rule, Britannia!” 
composer 

48 Den sets 

49 Feedbag bit 

50 Mideast org. 

51 Pair with an air 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



5-31 CRYPTOQUIP 


TE OKI D I L L X N H T H T K I D G O 


NKYQXH W NIDJNTU KIH KE W 

JWLRSWLX DHKLX, SJWH RK 

OKI RK? DUXWQ W HWYQ. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: A BLEARY-EYED 
RANCHER WALKED UP TO HIS STILL-AWAKE COW 
AND PROCLAIMED “IT’S PASTURE BEDTIME.” 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; D equals S 
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(/£ £t/0LI/eP TO g£ 
UOMTFRA A^J' &ATUF.RF.RA, 
3RUU. MOT TO UOLO 
PUOMFA AMP iPAPA 

pi/'tiT tip rn niip p/i/'cCl 


YOU &0TTA 
OUTSTRETCH YOUR 
ARMS OMCE IM A 
WHILE, m L 



..SECAUSE THAT WAY IT'S 
EASIER FOR YOU TO SEE 
MY PASSWORPSY 



WOULP YOU RATHER SECURE 
YOUR 3AMK ACCOUMTY OR 
WOULP YOU RATHER EMP 
UP LIKE THIS HEREY 




Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 America’s uncle 
4 “Dracula” 
author Stoker 
8 Leftovers recipe 

12 Chinese 
chairman 

13 Roof overhang 

14 Arizona tribe 

15 Samovar 

16 On the rocks 

17 Hurler Hershiser 

18 “Syriana” 

Oscar winner 

21 British ref. work 

22 Caribou kin 

23 Gold-loving king 

26 “See ya!” 

27 Scale abbr. 

30 Privy to 

31 “Of course” 

32 Cheer (for) 

33 Joke 

34 Chic, to Austin 
Powers 

35 Five dozen 

36 Droop 

37 lota 

381997 film starring 
Nicole Kidman 
and 18-Across 

45 Only 

46 Algeria’s 
neighbor 

47 Granada gold 

48 “Mamma 
Mia” group 

49 La Scala solo 


50 Apprehend 

51 Katy Perry 
hit song 

52 Adolescent 

53 Ninny 

DOWN 

1 Overconfident 

2 Bern’s river 

3 Stereo alternative 

4 Linen shades 

5 Sped 

6 Opposite 
of “sans” 

7 Musical mixes 

8 Trembled 

9 Undecided 

10 Duel tool 

11 Sly 

19 Reddish horse 

20 Flamenco cheer 

23 “Top Gun” target 

24 — jiffy 


25 Pooch 

26 Nap site 

27 Bagel topper 

28 Automaton, 
for short 

29 Hog haven 

31 Pad you bring to 
exercise class 

32 Ms. Moreno 

34 West of 
Hollywood 

35 Ape 

36 Asparagus unit 

37 Prove untrue 

38 Despot 

39 Vagrant 

40 Exile isle 

41 Give a darn 

42 Hawaiian 
coffee 

43 Historic 
periods 

44 Filches 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


M DHFKUW’O OBMWV HS OBA 

WGZA HS G SGZMKMGI NGQMD 

DBAZMDGK QFNQOGWDA. M 

BGU GW AKAZAWOGK NKHDV. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU 

SURREPTITIOUSLY POCKET A PUSHPIN OUT 
OF A HARDWARE STORE, WHAT DO YOU DO? 
SNEAK A TACK. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals L 
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SERVICE DIRECTORY 

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market 



Attorneys 


178 Transportation 


Court & C4irvrfil€t 


THE LOCAL CIVILIAN 
MILITARY DEFENSE FIRM 


(833) 446-UCIVIJ (x8265) 

www.militarylawfirm.com 


Dental 



AMERICAN 
DOCTORS 
& STAFF 

Creating ^{eaCtfuj SmiCes 


• Certified Orthodontics 

• American Dental 
Hygienists 

• Family Dentistry 


Ramstein Dental Care 
06371 406 230 
Poststrasse 1, 
66877 Ramstein 
Ramsteindental.com 


VEHICLE 

SHIPPING SERVICES 


• International Shipping 

• Import & Export 

• Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe) 

• Door to door pick-up/delivery service 


• Customs clearance 

• All Risk Marine Insurance 

• Auto Insurance (Germany only) 



yil 


LOC3ISTICS EUROPE GMBH 

f 


For Further Information Please Contact 


GERMANY 

Phone: +49-(0)6134-2592730 

Toll-free: 0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 

lnfo@transglobal-loglstlcs.de 
www.transglobal-logistlcs.de 


WEB: 


U.S.A 

-Hi-972-602-1670 Ext. 1701 
-Hi -800-264-8167 (US only) 
info@tgal.us 
www.tgal.us 


For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices/Agencies near Military instaliations 



Transportation 


944 


Ship Cars and Containers t ind from the USA 



0-522-6274 or 800-WSA-SHIP (972-7447) 

infoiSworldwide-ship.de 

www.worldwide-ship.de 


Off Duty? 
Amuse Yourself! 


Concerts, events, 
TV, movies, 
music, video games, 
celebrity antics... 


Get entertained with... 


STARSK^STRIPES 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARSK^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corT 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsI 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 




SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


us SPEC Vehicles 



STARS AND STRIPES 



Sell Your Stuff! 


Take the fuss out of packing up for your next 
PCS—sell everything with Stripes free classifieds! 


STARSK^STRIPES. 



Are you in the picture? 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a 
better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARSiaSTRIPES. 

In print* Online at stripes.com 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 








Round-the-world news for America s military. 




Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia 
and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. Also available on mobile apps for iPhone and Android and in a Tablet Edition for iPad. 


STARSK2^STRIPES, 

Mobile • Online • Print 


STARSK^STRIPES. 


To advertise in the next Relocation Guide, reach out to Michael Davidson at davidson.michael@stripes.com or call 202-886-0014. i 






Patricia Garcia 

Realtor®, MRP CalBRE #02037806 
Email me at sandiegomilitaryspecialist@gmail.com 
or call 619.372.9335 
www.gluurealty.com 

This program is specifically offered to help those who serve our community 
and go above and beyond to make our community and lives better, 

. FREE APPRAISAL • CLOSING COST CREDITS 

• FREE HOME WARRANTY • COMPLIMENTARY HOUSE WARMING PARTY 


KlilLOCATIXG 10 
IIAMPTOX KOAOSI, VA? 

Realty Services for Those Who Serve! 
Purchasesy SaleSy Rentalsy Prop Mgmt 
^ EllKl GAllHMJU CAPTUSNfRET) 

ASSOC. BROKER, REALTOR^ CRS, GRI, ABR 


& 


Cell: (757) 805-6235 
EricGardner@remax.net 

ww.FlyNavyHomes.com 
RE/MAX Alliance 




OVimt $5()K IN VIHT UEWrUinS 2(»17/18 


I Off Duty? Amuse Yourself ! 


Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, music, video games, 
celebrity antics... 

Get entertained with... 

STARSW;^STRIPES. 
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Round-the-world news for America’s military. 






Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, 
and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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STARS 

Presents 


kAND. 


STRIPES, 


A STARS AND STRIPES PODCAST 


A new podcast from the unique perspective only 
Stars and Stripes can provide. 

Join us as we examine the influence of private military 
contracting on today’s armed forces. 

Explore the culture, history, myths and facts of the new 
reality of modern warfare. 


Listen Now on 

w AppStore | GoogdePlay 

and on Stnpei 


Hosted by MJchelle Harven and 
Air Force veteran Desmon Farris 


Available Now 
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SlARS^ STRI PES. 

Unlimited 
Digital Access 

INTRO OFFER! 

FOUR WEEKS Web + Mobile 

When you subscribe to 
Stripes Digital Access... 

Get exclusive access to innovative digital 
features, interactive articles, award-winning 
photography and more. Enjoy unlimited 
access to the Stripes.com website and our 
Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low 
monthly or annual subscription. 


Stars and Stripes content features 

• Access to Stars and Stripes nnobile apps 

• Exclusive reports on military matters 

• Coverage of all military branches 

• Special features on current issues 

• Veterans topics 

• Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50 

• Archive Photo of the Day 

• Unbiased, First Amendment protected 
reporting from U.S. military bases around 
the world. 


Subscribe Today! 


stripes.com/subscribe 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Wednesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Optioned RHP 
Evan Phillips to Norfolk (IL). Sent DH 
Mark Trumbo to Bowie (EL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

BOSTON RED SOX - Placed IB Mitch 
Moreland on the 10-day IL, retroactive 
to Sunday. Optioned RHP Travis Lakins 
to Pawtucket (IL). Recalled RHP Colten 
Brewer and LHP Josh Taylor from Paw¬ 
tucket. 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Optioned RHP 
Carson Fulmer to Charlotte (IL). 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Optioned LHP 
Josh Smith to Columbus (IL). Selected 
the contract of RHP Zach Plesac from 
Columbus. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Placed 2B Josh Har¬ 
rison on the 10-day IL. Recalled OF Victor 
Reyes from Toledo (IL). 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Placed SS Carlos 
Correa on the 10-day IL. Recalled INF/OF 
Myles straw from Round Rock (PCL). 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Recalled RHP 
Ben Lively from Omaha (PCL). Sent IB 
Lucas Duda to Omaha for a rehab as¬ 
signment. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Optioned 
RHP Nick Tropeano to Salt Lake (PCL). 
Recalled RHP Jake Jewell from Salt Lake. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Sent C Mitch 
Garver to Pensacola (SL) for a rehab as¬ 
signment. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Reinstated LHP 
James Paxton from the 10-day IL. Sent SS 
DidI Gregorius to Scranton/Wllkes-Barre 
(IL) for a rehab assignment. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Placed INF J.P. 
Crawford on the 10-day IL. Recalled INF 
Dylan Moore from Tacoma (PCL). 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Sent C Mike 
Zunino to Charlotte (FSL) for a rehab as¬ 
signment. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Optioned LHP Kyle 
Bird to Nashville (PCL). Recalled OF Zack 
Granite from Nashville. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Reinstated 
RHP Elvis Luciano from the bereavement 
list. Placed RHP Jacob Waguespack on 
the 10-day IL, retroactive to May 28. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Optioned 
RHP Jimmie Sherfy to Reno (PCL). Select¬ 
ed the contract of RHP Stefan Crichton 
from Reno. 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Reinstated OF 
Matt Joyce from the bereavement list. 

CHICAGO CUBS - Sent RHP Pedro 
Strop to Iowa (PCL) for a rehab asslgn- 

CINCINNATI REDS - Returned LHP 
Cody Reed to Louisville (IL). 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Sent C Man¬ 
ny Pina to Wisconsin (MWL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

NEW YORK METS - Assigned OF Rajai 
Davis outright to Syracuse (IL). 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Optioned RHP 
Mitch Keller to Indianapolis (IL). 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Optioned OF 
Lane Thomas to Memphis (PCL). Recalled 
LHP Genesis Cabrera from Memphis. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Placed RHP 
Nick Vincent on the 10-day IL. Recalled 
LHP Williams Jerez from Sacramento 
(PCL). 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Optioned 
RHP James Bourque to Fresno (PCL). Re¬ 
instated RHP Anibal Sanchez from the 
10-day IL. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Released LB 
James Folston Jr. Claimed LB Pita Tau- 
moepenu off waivers. 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Placed G 
Landon Turner on waived/non-football 
illness list. Signed G Kofi Amichia. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Waived 
DL Stevie Tu’ikolovatu. Signed WR Xavier 
Ubosi. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Agreed to terms 
with DL Frank Herron. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Signed LB 
Montez Sweat. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

EDMONTON OILERS - Signed LW Joe 
Gambardella to a two-year contract ex¬ 
tension. 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Signed D 
Jarred Tinordi to a two-year, two-way 
contract. 

SAN JOSE SHARKS - Named Bob 
Boughner assistant coach. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

ORLANDO CITY - Named Marcelo 
Neveleff academy director. 

COLLEGE 

CREIGHTON — Senior G Davion Mintz 
withdrew from the NBA Draft. 

DUKE - Senior F Javin DeLaurier with¬ 
drew from the NBA Draft. 

FLORIDA — Sophomore G Andrew 
Nembhard withdrew from the NBA Draft. 

GONZAGA — Senior F Killian Tillie and 
sophomore F Filip Petrusev withdrew 
from the NBA Draft. 

MARYLAND - Senior G Anthony Cow¬ 
an Jr. withdrew from the NBA Draft. 


College baseball 

1 

College softball 

1 

Pro baseball 

1 

Pro soccer 


NCAA Tournament 

Regionals 

Double Elimination; x-if necessary 
At Morgantown, W.Va. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 - Duke (31-25) vs. Texas A&M 
(37-21-1) 

Game 2 - Fordham (38-22) at West 
Virginia (37-20) 

Saturday-Monday 
Winners and losers bracket games 

At Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — UNC Wilmington (32-29) at 
North Carolina (42-17) 

Game 2 — Liberty (42-19) vs. Tennes¬ 
see (38-19) 

Saturday-Monday 
Winners and losers bracket games 

At Greenville, N.C. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 - Campbell (35-19) vs. N.C. 
State (42-17) 

Game 2 — Quinnipiac (29-27) at East 
Carolina (42-15) 

Saturday-Monday 
Winners and losers bracket games 

At Louisville, Ky. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 - Illinois State (34-24) vs. In¬ 
diana (36-21) 

Game 2 - UlC (29-21) at Louisville (43- 
15) 

Saturday-Monday 
Winners and losers bracket games 

At Athens, Ga. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 - Florida State (36-21) vs. FAU 
(40-19) 

Game 2 — Mercer (35-27) at Georgia 
(44-15) 

Saturday-Monday 
Winners and losers bracket games 

At Atlanta 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Coastal Carolina (35-24-1) 
vs. Auburn (33-25) 

Game 2 - Florida A&M (27-32) at Geor¬ 
gia Tech (41-17) 

Saturday-Monday 
Winners and losers bracket games 

At Nashville, Tenn. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — McNeese (35-24) vs. Indiana 
State (41-16) 

Game 2 - Ohio State (35-25) at Van¬ 
derbilt (49-10) 

Saturday-Monday 
Winners and losers bracket games 

At Starkville, Miss. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Southern (32-22) at Missis¬ 
sippi State (46-13) 

Game 2 — Central Michigan (46-12) vs. 
Miami (39-18) 

Saturday-Monday 
Winners and losers bracket games 

At Oxford, Miss. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Clemson (34-24) vs. Illinois 
(36-19) 

Game 2 — Jacksonville State (37-21) at 
Mississippi (37-25) 

Saturday-Monday 
Winners and losers bracket games 

At Fayetteville, Ark. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — CCSU (30-21) at Arkansas 
(41-17) 

Game 2 - TCU (32-26) vs. California 
(32-18) 

Saturday-Monday 
Winners and losers bracket games 

At Baton Rouge, La. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Southern Miss. (38-19) vs. 
Arizona State (37-17) 

Game 2 - Stony Brook (31-21) at LSU 
(37-24) 

Saturday-Monday 
Winners and losers bracket games 

At Oklahoma City 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Nebraska (31-22) vs. UConn 
(36-23) 

Game 2 — Harvard (27-14) at Oklaho¬ 
ma State (36-18) 

Saturday-Monday 
Winners and losers bracket games 

At Lubbock, Texas 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Army (35-24) at Texas Tech 
(39-17) 

Game 2 - Florida (33-24) vs. Dallas 
Baptist (41-18) 

Saturday-Monday 
Winners and losers bracket games 

At Corvallis, Ore. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Michigan (41-18) vs. Creigh¬ 
ton (38-11) 

Game 2 — Cincinnati (30-29) at Oregon 
State (36-18-1) 

Saturday-Monday 
Winners and losers bracket games 

At Stanford, Calif. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Sacramento State (39-23) at 
Stanford (41-11) 

Game 2 — Fresno State (38-14-1) vs. 
UC Santa Barbara (45-9) 

Saturday-Monday 
Winners and losers bracket games 

At Los Angeles 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Loyola Marymount (32-23) 
vs. Baylor (34-17). 

Game 2 - Omaha (31-22-1) at UCLA 
(47-8) 

Saturday-Monday 

Winners and losers bracket games 


World Series 

At ASA Hall of Fame Stadium 
Oklahoma City 

Double Elimination; x-if necessary 
Thursday, May 30 

Game 1 — Washington (50-7) vs. Ari¬ 
zona (47-12) 

Game 2 — UCLA (51-6) vs. Minnesota 
(46-12) 

Game 3 - Florida (49-16) vs. Oklaho¬ 
ma State (44-15) 

Game 4 — Oklahoma (54-3) vs. Ala¬ 
bama 57-8) 

Friday, May 31 

Game 5 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 
winner 

Saturday, June 1 

7 _ Game 1 loser v^ 


winner 

winner 


8 — Game 3 loser \ 

9 — Game 6 loser \ 

10 — Game 5 loser 


;. Game 4 

5. Game 8 


Pro basketball 


WNBA 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 


Connecticut 

Atlanta 

Indiana 

Chicago 

New York 

Washington 


0 1.000 - 

0 1.000 '/2 

1 .500 1 

1 .000 l'/2 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
W L Pc 

Minnesota 2 0 l.OOi 

Las Vegas 1 0 l.OOi 

Seattle 1 1 .50( 

Dallas 0 1 .001 

Los Angeles 0 1 .00( 

Phoenix 0 1 .00( 

Tuesday’s game 
Connecticut 88, Indiana 77 
Wednesday’s game 
Minnesota 72, Seattle 61 

Thursday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Friday’s games 
Seattle at Atlanta 
Las Vegas at Phoenix 
Connecticut at Los Angeles 


AP sportlight 


May 31 

1927 — Detroit first baseman Johnny 
Neun records an unassisted triple play 
in the ninth inning to end the 1-0 win 
over the Cleveland Indians. Neun grabs 
a Homer Summa line drive, tags Charlie 
Jamieson at first and outruns Glenn My- 
att to tag second. 

1942 — Sam Snead wins the PGA 
Championship, beating Jim Turnesa in 
the final round 2 and 1. 

1949 - Sam Snead wins the PGA 
Championship, defeating Johnny Palmer 
in the final round 3 and 2. 

1965 — Jim Clark becomes the first 
non-U.S. driver in 49 years to win the In¬ 
dianapolis 500. 

1983 — The Philadelphia 76ers win the 
NBA championship with a 115-108 victory 
over the Los Angeles Lakers, completing 
a four-game sweep. 

1987 — The Edmonton Oilers win their 
third Stanley Cup by beating the Phila¬ 
delphia Flyers 3-1 in Game 7. 

1997 — lla Borders becomes the first 
woman to pitch in a regular-season pro¬ 
fessional baseball game, in the sixth 
inning of the St. Paul Saints’ Northern 
League game against Sioux Falls. She 
struggles, giving up three earned runs 
without getting an out. 

2001 — Pat Day becomes the third 
jockey to reach 8,000 wins by guiding 
Camcfen Park to a one-length ■ — 


|)layoff^h 


_ 29 27 

Toronto 21 35 

Baltimore 17 39 

Central Division 
Minnesota 37 17 

Cleveland 
Chicago 
Detroit 
Kansas City 18 37 

West Division 

Houston 
Oakland 

Texas 27 26 

Los Angeles 26 29 

Seattle 24 34 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
East Division 


26 29 


29 27 


W 


Pet GB 


Sunday, June 2 
Game 11 — Game 5 winner vs. Game 

9 winner 

Game 12 — Game 6 winner vs. Game 

10 winner 

x-Game 13 — Game 5 winner vs. Game 

9 winner 

x-Game 14 — Game 6 winner vs. Game 

10 winner 

Championship Series 
(Best-of-three) 

Monday, June 3: Teams TBD 
Tuesday, June 4: Teams TBD 
x-Wednesday, June 5: Teams TBD 


358 13 


_ . - — _ _..ngth victory 

^1 the turf in the sixth race at Churchill 
Downs. The 47-year-old Day trails only 
Laffit PIncay Jr. (9,147) and Bill Shoemak¬ 
er (8,833). 

-— LeBron James scores a career 

f-high 48 points to lead Cleveland 

_39-107, Game 5 win over Detroit in 

two overtimes. James is the first player 
to score 25 straight points for a team in 
the postseason while scoring 29 of the 
Cavaliers’ final 30 points. 

2008 — Usain Bolt sets the world re¬ 
cord in the 100 meters with a time of 9.72 
seconds at the Reebok Grand Prix in New 
York. Bolt is .02 seconds faster than the 
old record held by fellow Jamaican Asafa 
Powell. 

2009 — Rafael Nadal’s unbeaten run 
at the French Open ends when the four- 
time defending champion loses to Robin 
Soderling of Sweden 6-2, 6-7 (2), 6-4, 7-6 
(2) in the fourth round. Nadal’s record 
winning streak at Roland Garros ends at 
31 matches. 

2011 — Austrian player Daniel Koeller- 
er Is been banned for life by a tennis 


Philadelphia 33 22 

Atlanta 30 26 

New York 27 28 

Washington 24 32 

Miami 19 34 

Central Division 
Chicago 31 23 

Milwaukee 31 25 

Pittsburgh 27 27 

St. Louis 26 28 

Cincinnati 26 30 

West Division 
Los Angeles 37 19 

San Diego 29 27 

Arizona 28 28 

Colorado 27 27 

San Francisco 21 33 

Wednesday’s games 
N.Y. Yankees 7, San Diego 0 
L.A. Angels 12, Oakland 7,11 Innings 
Texas 8, Seattle 7 
Cleveland 14, Boston 9 
Detroit 4, Baltimore 2 
Tampa Bay 4, Toronto 3,11 innings 
Chicago Cubs 2, Houston 1 
Chicago White Sox 8, Kansas City 7 
Pittsburgh 7, Cincinnati 2 
Philadelphia 11, St. Louis 4 
Miami 4, San Francisco 2 
Washington 14, Atlanta 4 
Colorado 5, Arizona 4 
L.A. Dodgers 9, N.Y. Mets 8 
Thursday’s games 
Boston at N.Y. Yankees 
Minnesota at Tampa Bay 
Kansas City at Texas 
Cleveland at Chicago White Sox 
L.A. Angels at Seattle 
St. Louis at Philadelphia 
San Francisco at Miami 
Arizona at Colorado 
Milwaukee at Pittsburgh 
N.Y. Mets at L.A. Dodgers 
Friday’s games 

Boston (Rodriguez 5-3) at N.Y. Yankees 
(German 9-1) 

San Francisco (Pomeranz 1-5) at Balti¬ 
more (Cashner 5-2) 

Minnesota (Berrios 7-2) at Tampa Bay 
(TBD) 

Detroit (Turnbull 2-4) at Atlanta 
(Foltynewicz 1-3) 

Kansas City (Duffy 3-1) at Texas (Ju- 
rado 1-2) 

Cleveland (Bauer 4-4) at Chicago 
White Sox (Covey 0-4) 

Toronto (Jackson 0-2) at Colorado 
(Marquez 5-2) 

Houston (Peacock 5-2) at Oakland (Fl- 
ers 4-3) 

L.A. Angels (Skaggs 4-4) at Seattle 
(Leake 3-6) 

Milwaukee (Chacin 3-6) at Pittsburgh 
(Archer 1-5) 

Washington (Corbin 5-2) at Cincinnati 
(Mahle 1-5) 

Chicago Cubs (Darvish 2-3) at St. Louis 
(Mikolas 4-5) 

N.Y. Mets (Wheeler 4-3) at Arizona 
(TBD) 

Miami (Smith 3-2) at San Diego (Luc- 
chesi 3-3) 

Philadelphia (Arrieta 5-4) at L.A. Dodg¬ 
ers (Maeda 6-2) 

Saturday’s games 
Minnesota at Tampa Bay 
Cleveland at Chicago White Sox 
Kansas City at Texas 
Boston at N.Y. Yankees 
L.A. Angels at Seattle 
Houston at Oakland 
Milwaukee at Pittsburgh 
San Francisco at Baltimore 
Detroit at Atlanta 
Washington at Cincinnati 
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis 
Toronto at Colorado 
Miami at San Diego 
N.Y. Mets at Arizona 
Philadelphia at L.A. Dodgers 
Sunday’s games 
San Francisco at Baltimore 
Minnesota at Tampa Bay 
Washington at Cincinnati 
Detroit at Atlanta 
Milwaukee at Pittsburgh 
Cleveland at Chicago White Sox 
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis 
Kansas City at Texas 
Toronto at Colorado 
Houston at Oakland 
N.Y. Mets at Arizona 
L.A. Angels at Seattle 
Philadelphia at L.A. Dodgers 
Miami at San Diego 
Boston at N.Y. Yankees 

Calendar 

June 3 — Amateur draft starts, Secau- 
cus, N.J. 

June 13 — Detroit vs. Kansas City at 
Omaha, Neb. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

D.C. United 7 4 5 26 22 17 

Philadelphia 7 4 4 25 25 16 

Montreal 7 6 3 24 19 24 

Atlanta 7 5 2 23 17 11 

New York 6 5 3 21 21 16 

New York City FC 4 1 7 19 16 13 

Chicago 4 5 6 18 24 21 

Toronto FC 5 6 2 17 23 22 

Columbus 5 9 1 16 14 22 

Orlando City 4 7 3 15 19 21 

New England 3 8 4 13 15 32 

Cincinnati 3 9 2 11 11 25 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 10 1 4 34 36 11 

LA Galaxy 9 5 1 28 21 17 

Seattle 7 2 5 26 24 17 

Houston 7 3 2 23 20 13 

Minnesota United 6 5 3 21 21 21 

Real Salt Lake 6 7 1 19 21 23 

FC Dallas 5 6 3 18 18 19 

San Jose 5 6 2 17 20 24 

Vancouver 4 6 5 17 16 19 

Portland 4 6 2 14 17 23 

Sporting KC 3 5 5 14 23 24 

Colorado 2 9 3 9 21 33 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday’s games 
Atlanta 3, Minnesota United 0 
Montreal 2, Real Salt Lake 1 
Chicago 3, D.C. United 3, tie 
Colorado 1, Philadelphia 1, tie 
LA Galaxy 2, Sporting Kansas City 0 
Friday’s game 
Toronto FC at Vancouver 
Saturday’s games 
Orlando City at Montreal 
Chicago at Atlanta 
Real Salt Lake at New York 
New York City FC at Columbus 
San Jose at D.C. United 
Seattle at FC Dallas 
Cincinnati at Colorado 
Sporting Kansas City at Houston 
Los Angeles FC at Portland 
Sunday’s games 

Philadelphia at Minnesota United 
New England at LA Galaxy 

Wednesday 

Impact 2, Real Salt Lake 1 

Real Salt Lake 0 1-1 

Montreal 1 1-2 

First half— 1, Montreal, Browne, 2 
(Shome), 45th minute. 

Second half— 2, Montreal, Taider, 5 
(penalty kick), 68th: 3, Real Salt Lake, 
Johnson, 5 (Krellach), 84th. 

Goalies— Real Salt Lake, Nick Riman- 
do, Andrew Putna; Montreal, Evan Bush, 
Clement DIop. 

Yellow Cards— Montreal, Piette, 36th; 
Sagna, 83rd. Real Salt Lake, Kreilach, 
59th: Portillo, 60th. 

A-11,966. 

Fire 3, D.C. United 3 

Chicago 2 1-3 

D.C. United 1 2-3 

First half— 1, Chicago, Sapong, 6 
(Kronholm), 12th minute; 2, Chicago, Mi- 
hailovic, 2, 14th; 3, D.C. United, Segura, 2 
(Rooney), 43rd. 

Second half— 4, D.C. United, Segura, 
3 (Jara), 61st; 5, D.C. United, Acosta, 4 
(Jara), 81st; 6, Chicago, Calvo, 1 (Sch- 
weinsteiger), 90th. 

Goalies— Chicago, Kenneth Kronholm, 
David Ousted; D.C. United, Bill Hamid, 
Chris Seitz. 

Yellow Cards— Chicago, Frankowski, 
62nd. D.C. United, Canouse, 49th. 
A-14,201. 

Rapids 1, Union 1 

Colorado 0 1—1 

Philadelphia 1 0—1 

First half— 1, Philadelphia, Santos, 3 
(Monteiro), 26th minute. 

Second half— 2, Colorado, Lewis, 2 
(Shinyashiki), 72nd. 

Goalies— Colorado, Clint Irwin, Andre 
Rawls: Philadelphia, Andre Blake, Carlos 
Miguel. 

Yellow Cards— Colorado, Abubakar, 
50th: Rubio, 58th. Philadelphia, Elliott, 
86th. 

A- 14,207. 

Gaiaxy 2, Sporting KC 2 

Los Angeles 0 2—2 

Kansas City 0 0-0 

Second half— 1, Los Angeles, Alvarez, 
1 (Ibrahimovic), 55th minute; 2, Los An¬ 
geles, Ibrahimovic, 10 (Antuna), 86th. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, David Bingham, 
Matt Lampson; Kansas City, Tim Melia, 
Adrian Zendejas. 

Yellow Cards— Los Angeles, Gonzalez, 
33rd. Kansas City, Sanchez, 59th. 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Utah 4 1 1 13 7 3 

Washington 4 1 1 13 10 4 

Portland 3 1 2 11 13 10 

Chicago 3 3 2 11 13 10 

Houston 3 2 1 10 7 8 

Reign FC 2 1 3 9 6 7 

North Carolina 2 13 9 13 8 

Sky Blue FC 0 5 2 2 5 11 

Orlando 0 6 1 1 2 15 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
Washington at Utah 
Orlando at North Carolina 
Sunday’s games 
Seattle at Houston 
Portland at Chicago 
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AUTO RACING/NFL 


JGR still the power, but 
other teams have hope 


By Pete Iacobelli 

Associated Press 

CONCORD, N.C. 
artin Truex Jr. left no doubt at the Coca- 
Cola 600 that Joe Gibbs Racing remains 
the powerhouse team. 

Still, those chasing JGR have reason 
to be encouraged for the second half of the NASCAR 
season. 

Truex overcame a flat tire after hitting the wall 
early, then won a four-wide race on the final restart 
for the win, his second in four seasons in NASCAR’s 
longest race. Teammate Kyle Busch was close be¬ 
hind in third. 

The JGR racers have won eight of 13 races the 
first half of the season, including two of the most 
coveted races — Denny Hamlin in the Daytona 500 
and Truex at the 600. And Truex showed it’s not just 
behind the wheel where Gibbs’ talent lies. When 
Truex tagged the wall 74 laps in, he was certain his 
run was finished before it really got going. 

But crew chief Cole Pearn calmed Truex and his 
team went to work, adjusting and tweaking until 
Truex felt he had a winning car back in his hands 
the final two stages. 

“That’s hero stuff,” Truex cracked. 

Pearn knows this is no time to rest, no matter how 
impressive the results. The testing and planning re¬ 
sume at Pocono next Sunday, and all the way into 
the playoffs. 

“When you complement each other, it shows how 
good of a team we are,” Pearn said. 

All signs point toward JGR, led by newly named 
NASCAR Hall of Famer Joe Gibbs, maintaining its 
dominance. There’s evidence, though, the rest of 
NASCAR is ready to challenge down the stretch. 

Team Penske: Team Penske has been the most 
dynamic of the chase groups this season. Brad Ke- 
selowski has three victories and defending series 
champion Joey Logano one. Logano came a few feet 
from beating Truex to the front on that final restart, 
but could not match his rival when Truex found the 
clean air. It was Logano’s seventh top-five finish of 
the year, including a win at Las Vegas. 

Keselowski won the first two stages at Charlotte 


before fading. Ryan Blaney, a third Penske car, also 
spent much of the night in the top 10 challenging for 
the top. 

Hendrick Motorsports: Chase Elliott has the lone 
win that JGR or Penske does not have, finishing in 
front at Talladega last month. Elliott was also in the 
mix for the 600 win down the stretch before ending 
in fourth. Hendrick’s three other entries all finished 
in the top 10 with Alex Bowman seventh, struggling 
Jimmie Johnson eighth and William Byron ninth. 

Byron, at 21, became Charlotte’s youngest pole 
winner and led 31 laps. 

Johnson, the seven-time series champion, came 
to Charlotte concerned about his performances and 
chances to compete strongly moving forward. He 
left with more a sense of his old self, even though his 
winless drought grew to 72 races. 

“We stayed in the mix for most of the night, so that 
was encouraging,” Johnson said. “We’re going the 
right way.” 

Roush Fenway Racing: It has been a struggle for 
one of NASCAR’s flagship organizations. Still, Ricky 
Stenhouse Jr. and Ryan Newman made their pres¬ 
ence known at Charlotte — and not for Newman’s 
seemingly settled feud with Clint Bowyer at the All- 
Star Race a week ago. 

Stenhouse finished fifth in the 600, his best show¬ 
ing this season. Newman was there at the end when 
he gambled to take two tires on the last pit stop and 
started second on the final, race-deciding restart. 
Newman faded to 16th. 

Chip Ganassi Racing: Kyle Larson ended his win¬ 
less drought with a win at NASCAR’s All-Star Race 
at Charlotte last week. He raced among the leaders 
much of the night until he kicked off an accident in¬ 
volving seven cars 85 laps from the end. 

Stewart-Haas Racing: The biggest happening for 
this team at Charlotte was Tony Stewart’s inclusion 
in the latest NASCAR Hall of Fame class. Kevin 
Harvick, who won 14 races in his three previous 
seasons with the team, is winless this year. He had a 
strong car early yet finished 10th while Aric Almi- 
rola started second and ended 11th. Bet on Harvick, 
a past champion, to push his team and organization 
to get back on track. 




Chuck Burton/AP 


Martin Truex Jr., left, is congratulated by team owner Joe Gibbs in Victory Lane after winning the Coca- 
Cola 600 at Charlotte Motor Speedway on Sunday in Concord, N.C. 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


Raiders wide receiver Antonio Brown warms up during an official 
team activity Tuesday at the team’s headquarters in Alameda, Calif. 


Gruden challenges 
Brown in offseason 


By Josh Dubow 
Associated Press 

ALAMEDA, Calif — Antonio 
Brown’s credentials were well es¬ 
tablished long before he arrived 
in Oakland as the Raiders’ new 
No. 1 receiver. 

Brown posted six straight 100- 
catch seasons for the Steelers 
with quarterback Ben Roethlis- 
berger and was the NFL’s most 
prolific receiver before he forced 
his way out of Pittsburgh to join 
the Raiders in March. 

Those impressive credentials 
mean little to coach Jon Gruden, 
who is pushing Brown as hard 
as any of his other receivers as 
Oakland begins preparations for 
the 2019 season. It’s a similar ap¬ 
proach to the one Gruden took 
during his first stint in Oakland, 
when he inherited future Hall of 
Fame receiver Tim Brown and 
then added the game’s most pro¬ 
ductive receiver ever in Jerry 
Rice. 

“He challenged me from the 
meeting room to the field,” Brown 
said Tuesday of Gruden. “Lining 
me up at all kind of positions, 
hurrying up the offense’s tempo 
to see if I’m able to mentally pick 
up what I’m doing, where I’m lin¬ 
ing up really fast. So, it’s never a 
dull day with coach. Always chal¬ 
lenging, always high energy and 
always detailed and fundamental 
in regards to our assignment.” 

While Gruden is holding Brown 
to a high standard. Brown does 
the same to his fellow receivers 
on the roster. He has instituted a 
fine system for dropped passes in 
practice and wants to set an ex¬ 
ample with his strong work ethic 
for the rest of the players in the 
receivers’ room. 

Gruden had been enamored 
with Brown since his days as an 
announcer, calling him the hard¬ 
est-working player he had seen. 
Now the rest of the Raiders are 
seeing what Gruden meant. 

“He’s showed that when he’s 


been out here,” offensive coordi¬ 
nator Greg Olson said. “If you’re 
in that group, especially if you’re 
in that wide receiver group, you’re 
going to have to jump in and fol¬ 
low his lead. Again, he doesn’t 
ask them to do anything that he 
doesn’t do. That’s what’s real 
impressive about it. He hadn’t 
backed off a bit even though his 
experience in this league has 
been so long, he still practices at 
a very high level.” 

Brown has been one of the 
league’s most prolific players. 
He was an All-Pro four straight 
years from 2014-17 and is the first 
player with at least 100 catches 
and 1,200 yards receiving in six 
straight seasons. His 686 catches 
and 9,145 yards since 2013 are 
the most for any player in a six- 
year span. 

But despite that production, he 
wore out his welcome in Pitts¬ 
burgh and was acquired by Oak¬ 
land in March for picks in the 
third and fifth round of the 2019 
draft. 

Brown was benched by coach 
Mike Tomlin for the regular- 
season finale last year after the 
receiver went radio silent in the 
final 48 hours before the game. 
Brown arrived in a fur coat, 
hung out for a half and then dis¬ 
appeared from view until well 
after his teammates had cleaned 
out their lockers following a 9-6-1 
finish that left Pittsburgh on the 
outside of the playoffs for the first 
time since 2013. 

He then publicly criticized 
Tomlin and Roethlisberger, even¬ 
tually forcing his way out in the 
trade. He then got a new three- 
year contract worth $50,125 mil¬ 
lion from Oakland. 

“I’m extremely excited to be 
here,” Brown said. “Obviously, it 
was a challenge. I’m embracing 
the new. Excited about opportu¬ 
nities to put my condition on dis¬ 
play, work on my mentality with 
learning the plays and take it all 
in.” 
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COLLEGE BASEBALL/GOLF 


Rocker broke with family's 
tradition, thrives on mound 


By Teresa M. Walker 
Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — When 
Vanderbilt pitcher Kumar Rocker 
takes the mound with his 6-foot-4 
and 255-pound frame, the impos¬ 
ing freshman looms so large that 
it feels like Rocker’s almost half¬ 
way to the plate when he releases 
his 98-mph fastball. 

“He’s playing the wrong sport,” 
Vanderbilt catcher Ty Duvall 
quipped. 

Baseball is not the wrong sport, 
it’s just not part of the Rocker 
family sports legacy. 

Kumar played defensive end 
in high school before turning his 
focus solely to baseball. His fa¬ 
ther, Tracy, was the first South¬ 
eastern Conference player to win 
both the Lombardi Award and 
Outland Trophy at Auburn before 
four seasons in the NFL. Uncle 
David was a defensive tackle 
for the Los Angeles Rams in the 
early 1990s. 

Kumar chose baseball, prefer¬ 
ring the odds of fooling batters 
with a small white ball. 

“I think my chances are higher 
rather than walking up to 6-6, 
300-pound linemen,” Rocker 
said. 

That doesn’t mean the decision 
was easy for the teenager, whose 
mother chose his first name to 
honor her Indian roots and as a 
reminder that he comes from two 
cultures. Lalitha Rocker said her 
son kept his high school football 
helmet on the night stand for 
months until he had to return it. 
But Kumar was the youngster 
told to stop throwing rocks be¬ 
cause he always hit his targets, 
and both parents noticed how 
different Kumar became on the 


It’s a no brainer for 
me. At the end of 
the day, it was his 
decision. I’m happy 
he went to school, f 

Lalitha Rocker 

On her son’s choice of Vanderbilt 


mound — even as early as travel 
ball and Little League. 

Traipsing with his father 
through football locker rooms 
also made it seem like Rocker 
would follow the family football 
tradition. Then he started throw¬ 
ing in the high 80s the summer 
of his first year in high school. 
Rocker played football through 
his sophomore season just as the 
game started being fun for him. 

“That’s when my offers started 
coming in a little bit. I started to 
get noticed,” Rocker said, adding 
he was called ‘“Coach Rock’s kid’ 
a lot because of my name. And 
then I think my dad and mom saw 
what baseball had in store for me, 
and they were fine with that. My 
mom enjoyed driving me to the 
tournaments around the summer 
and all that.” 

Even his arrival at Vanderbilt 
came with another decision that 
wound up not much of an issue. 

The second-highest rated right¬ 
hander coming out of high school 
by MLB.com, Rocker was seen as 
a possible top-10 pick. His unwav¬ 
ering commitment to Vanderbilt 
is why he finally was drafted in 
the 38th round by Colorado. The 
importance of college had been 
driven home by both his father 


and his mother, whose parents 
valued education after emigrat¬ 
ing from India to Maryland in 
1965. 

Baseball also is the sport that 
gives players two chances at 
being drafted: The first coming 
out of high school and the second 
after the third year of college. 

“It’s a no brainer for me,” 
Lalitha Rocker said. “At the end 
of the day, it was his decision. I’m 
happy he went to school.” 

His father coaches the defen¬ 
sive line at Tennessee and also 
has been an assistant at his alma 
mater Auburn, Arkansas, Mis¬ 
sissippi and Georgia. Coach Tim 
Corbin lured Rocker to Vander¬ 
bilt with his history of producing 
MLB pitchers David Price and 
Sonny Gray and the Commo¬ 
dores’ winning tradition, includ¬ 
ing the 2014 national title. 

The Commodores (49-10) lead 
the nation in wins after winning 
both the Southeastern Confer¬ 
ence regular-season and tour¬ 
nament titles. They also are the 
No. 2 seed overall going into the 
NCAA Tournament. They host 
Ohio State in the Nashville Re¬ 
gional on Friday. 

The 19-year-old Rocker is 8- 
5 with a 4.14 ERA and is third 
on the team with 71% innings 
pitched. Corbin moved him from 
starting the third game of each 
SEC series to the second in mid- 
April, and Rocker has won six of 
his last seven starts. 

Corbin said Rocker adapted 
well to being thrown in early as 
a starter. Rocker’s pitches include 
that fastball, and he has added a 
change-up pitch around 85 mph 
since arriving at Vandy. Corbin 
said Rocker is like a sponge, 
learning all he can. 



Butch Dill/AP 


Vanderbilt pitcher Kumar Rocker throws against LSU during the 
Southeastern Conference tournament on Saturday. The freshman is 
8-5 with a 4.14 ERA and is third on the team with 71% innings. 



Jay LaPrete/AP 


Tiger Woods tees off on the 12th hole during the first round of the 
Memorial golf tournament Thursday. He has 81 career victories on 
the PGA Tour, just one short of the record set by Sam Snead. 


Forget Nicklaus’ major record - 
Woods is closer to Snead’s mark 


By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 

DUBLIN, Ohio—Winning the Masters gave Tiger 
Woods his 15th mqjor and allowed him to resume 
the pursuit of Jack Nicklaus and his 18 m^ors. 

It moved him even closer to another record that 
Rory Mcllroy believes should get more attention. 

Woods now is at 81 career victories on the PGA 
Tour, one short of the official record — as official as 
the tour can determine — that Sam Snead set from 
1936 to 1965. 

“Especially this day and age, I think it’s more im¬ 
pressive than his m^or tally,” Mcllroy said Wednes¬ 
day ahead of the Memorial. “Eighty-two wins ... if 
you’re around for 20 years, that’s four a year, every 
year. It’s very, very impressive. I think if you’re win¬ 
ning multiple times a year, you’re doing pretty well. 
So to have the average that he’s had — eight-win 
seasons, nine-win seasons — if he does pass that re¬ 
cord of Snead’s ... it’s almost more impressive than 
the 15.” 

Woods is a five-time winner at the Memorial, and 
the most recent victory at Muirfield Village (2012) 
was significant because it was his 73rd title on the 


PGA Tour, which tied him with Nicklaus for second 
on the career list. 

He looked like the Woods of old when he won at 
Augusta National by hitting all the right shots and 
letting everyone around him make the mistakes. A 
month later, without having played since the Mas¬ 
ters, he missed the cut at Bethpage Black in the 
PGA Championship. 

He rarely misses the Memorial except for in¬ 
jury or the death of his father in 2006, and Woods 
wants to start getting his game in gear with the US. 
Open at Pebble Beach just two weeks away. He shot 
a 2-under 70 in the first round of the Memorial on 
Thursday, his best opening round there since 2012. 

Woods had had 10 seasons of five victories or 
more — only Vijay Singh and Nick Price have had 
more than five wins in any season over the last 25 
years. Woods had 79 victories in 18 years and then 
was slowed by back surgeries to the point where he 
nearly didn’t return at all. 

“To get into those numbers, it takes longevity and 
hot years,” Woods said. “I think you need multiple 
winning seasons. You need to do that for decades. 
That’s something I’m proud of 
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David Vincent/AP 


France’s Eugenie Le Sommer lunges for the ball in a friendly match against the United 
States in Le Havre, France, earlier this year. If France wins the Women’s World Cup, it 
would mark the first time a country had the reigning men’s and women’s champions. 


Group A 

France 

FIFA Ranking: 4 

Qualification: Qualified as host. 

World Cup appearances: 2003 (9th), 
2011 (4th). 2015 (5th), 2019. 

Coach: Corinne Diacre 

Key players: Amandine Henry, Wendie 
Renard, Eugenie Le Sommer. 

What to know: Diacre surprised many when 
she left Marie-Antoinette Katoto off her roster. 
Katoto was the leading scorer in the French 
league this season while playing for Pahs Saint- 
Germain. Corinne Diacre was formerly coach of 
the second-tier men’s team Clermont, becom¬ 
ing the first woman to coach a men’s team in a 
competitive match in France. Nickname is Les 
Bleues. If the women can win the World Cup, 
it will be the first time a country has had both 
the men’s and women’s champions.at the same 
time. 

State of the game: France has a robust 
women’s league and Lyon advanced to the 
Champions League final against Barcelona. 

Nigeria 

FIFA ranking: 38 

Qualification: Won the 2018 Africa 
Women’s Cup of Nations. 

World Cup appearances: 1991 (10th), 
1995 (11th), 1999 (7th), 2003 (15th), 2007 
(13th), 2011 (9th), 2015 (21st), 2019. 

Coach: Thomas Dennerby 

Key players: Tochukwu Oluehi, Francisca 
Ordega, Onome Ebi 

What to know: Nigeria has won nine 
Women’s Cup of Nations titles, including the last 
four. The team has been to every World Cup, 
and made it to the quarterfinals in 1999 but was 
defeated by Brazil. The team is nicknamed the 
Super Falcons. Ordega played for the Washington 
Spirit of the National Women’s Soccer League in 
the U.S. Dennerby coached Sweden’s national 
team from 2005-12, including a third-place fin¬ 
ish in the 2011 World Cup. 

State of the game: The Nigeria Women 
Premier League has come under fire for player 
compensation and conditions, including transpor¬ 
tation for the teams. 


South Korea 

FIFA ranking: 14 

Qualification: Finished fifth at the 2018 AFC 
Women’s Cup. 

World Cup appearances: 2003 (14th), 
2015 (14th), 2019. 

Coach: Yoon Deok-yeo 

Key players: Ji So-yun, Cho So-hyun, Jang 
Sel-gi. 

What to know: South Korea went to the 
round of 16 at the 2015 World Cup in Canada 
but fell to France. It was the first time the team 
had reached the knockout stage. Ji, who plays 
for Chelsea, has 54 goals in 115 appearances 
with the national team. Yoon, coach since 2012, 
is a former player for the men’s national team 
and went to the 1990 World Cup. 

State of the game: South Korea has a 
women’s professional league called the WK 
League, which consists of eight teams. 

Norway 

FIFA ranking: 12 

Qualification: Won Group 3 of UEFA 
Qualification. 

World Cup appearances: 1991 (2nd), 
1995 (1st), 1999 (4th), 2003 (7th), 2007 (4th), 
2011 (10th), 2015 (10th), 2019. 

Coach: Martin Sjogren 

Key players: Caroline Graham Hansen, 
Maren Mjelde, Isabell Herlovsen. 

What to know: Norway is without its best 
player, Ada Hegerberg, the 2018 FIFA Bal¬ 
lon d’Or winner, because of what she says are 
differences in the way the federation treats the 
men’s and women’s teams. She still plays club 
football for Lyon. Norway won the World Cup in 
1995. Norway lost to England in the round of 
16 at the 2015 World Cup in Canada. Norway 
is one of just four countries to have won a World 
Cup, along with Japan, Germany and the United 
States. Norway won the 2019 Algarve Cup. 

State of the game: Norway’s football 
federation announced in 2017 that the men’s 
and women’s national team players would be 
compensated equally. 

— Anne M. Peterson, AP 


Group B 

Germany 

FIFA ranking: 2 

Qualification: Won Group 5 of UEFA 
qualification. 

World Cup appearances: 1991 (4th), 
1995 (2nd), 1999 (8th), 2003 (1st), 2007 (1st), 
2011 (6th), 2015 (4th), 2019. 

Coach: Martina Voss-Tecklenburg 

Key players: Alexandra Popp, Dzsenifer 
Marozsan, Almuth Schult. 

What to know: Germany has appeared in 
every World Cup and has won twice. In 2007, 
the team did not concede a goal during the 
competition. After Germany won in the 2016 
Olympics in Brazil, celebrated coach Sylvia Neid 
stepped down and former defender Steffi Jones 
took over. Jones was dismissed in 2018 and 
Voss-Tecklenburg, herself a former player and 
head coach of Switzerland’s national team, took 
over. Marozsan scored the winning goal in Brazil. 
Popp has played in two previous World Cups. 
Germany had 35 goals during qualifying, conced¬ 
ing only three. 

State of the game: The German federation 
banned women’s football from 1955-1970. The 
women’s national team was founded in 1982. 

China 

FIFA ranking: 16 

Qualification: Third at the 2018 AFC 
Women’s Cup. 

World Cup appearances: 1991 (7th), 
1995 (4th), 1999 (Runner-Up), 2003 (6th), 
2007 (5th), 2015 (8th), 2019. 

Coach: JIa Xiuquan 

Key players: Wang Shuang, Li Ying, Wang 
Shanshan. 

What to know: China is an eight-time AFC 
champion. Last May the team replaced coach 
Siggi Eyjolfsson with the 55-year-old Jia, a 
former defender for China’s men’s national team. 
Wang plays for Paris Saint-Germain. Li Ying 
scored seven goals during qualifying. The team is 
known as the Steel Roses. 

State of the game: China hosted the first 
Women’s World Cup in 1991. The professional 
Chinese Women’s Super League consists of eight 
teams. 


Spain 

FIFA ranking: 13 

Qualification: Won Group 7 of UEFA 
Qualification. 

World cup appearances: 2015 (20th), 
2019. 

Coach: Jorge Vilda 

Key players: Virginia Torrecilla, Amanda 
Sampedro, Marta Torrejon. 

What to know: The team is nicknamed La 
Roja. Spain was disappointed in the 2015 World 
Cup, finishing last in a group that included Brazil, 
Costa Rica and South Korea. Spain won all eight 
games in qualifying, scoring 25 goals. Jennifer 
Hermoso led the way with seven goals and nine 
assists. Under Vilda, the team won the Algarve 
Cup in 2017 and the Cyprus Cup the next year. 

State of the game: Spain’s top player, Vero 
Boquete, led a group of players in a protest fol¬ 
lowing the team’s poor performance at the 2015 
World Cup. New coach Vilda left her off the 
roster for the 2017 Euros and she has not played 
for the national team since. She now plays in the 
United States for the Utah Royals. 

South Africa 

FIFA ranking: 49 

Qualification: Second at the Africa Women’s 
Cup of Nations. 

World Cup appearances: 2019. 

Coach: Desiree Ellis 

Key players: Janine van Wyk, Thembi 
Kgatlana, Lebogang Ramalepe. 

What to know: This is the team’s first World 
Cup. Van Wyk, Kgatlana and Linda Motihalo all 
previously played for the Houston Dash of the 
National Women’s Soccer League in the U.S. 

Van Wyk has made 150 appearances for the 
national team. The team’s nickname is Banyana 
Banyana. Coach Ellis was one of the founding 
players of the national team, playing from 1993 
to 2003. Banyana Banyana played in the past 
two Olympics. 

State of the game: South Africa’s federa¬ 
tion has been criticized for not paying its national 
team players in a timely manner. Team members 
threatened to keep their uniforms in protest in 
2017. 


— Anne M. Peterson, AP 



Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP 


Germany forward Alexandra Popp has played in two previous World Cups. Germany 
has played in every tournament and won the event b^ce, the last time in 2007. 
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Nelson Antoine/AP 

Marta, the five-time world player of the 
year, will lead lOth-ranked Brazil’s bid for 
its first women’s World Cup title. 


Group C 

Australia 

FIFA ranking: 6 

Qualification: Runner-up at the AFC Women’s Asian Cup. 

World Cup appearances: 1995 (12th), 1999 (11th), 2003 (13th), 
2007 (6th), 2011 (8th), 2015 (7th), 2019. 

Coach: Ante Milicic 

Key players: Samantha Kerr, Lisa De Vanna, Steph Catley. 

What to know: Nickname is the Matildas. There has been some tur¬ 
bulence lately, with coach Alen Stajcic dismissed in January and replaced 
by Ante Milicic. The Australian federation said the decision was based on 
a confidential survey with players. Sam Kerr was among the players who 
spoke in support of Stajcic afterward. Kerr is considered among the best 
players in the world, and is known for backflips after goals. Kyah Simon 
was named a reserve. 

State of the game: Australia has a thriving women’s professional 
league, the W-League, with nine teams. The national team players boycot¬ 
ted matches in 2015 while fighting for better treatment and salaries, which 
they won. 

Italy 

FIFA ranking: 15 

Qualification: Won Group 6 of UEFA Qualification. 

World Cup appearances: 1991 (5th), 1999 (9th), 2019. 

Coach: Milena Bertolini 

Key players: Sara Gama, Laura Giuliani, Barbara Bonansea. 

What to know: Italy hasn’t been to the World Cup since 1999, coming 
close in 2015 but losing in a playoff. The team clinched the trip to France 
with a 3-0 victory over Portugal, but then fell in the final match of qualifi¬ 
cation to Belgium. Nickname is the Azzurre. Italy went to the final of the 
Cyprus Cup this year but fell to South Korea on penalties after a 3-3 draw. 
Sara Gama is the team’s captain. 

State of the game: The Italian Serie A league includes 12 teams, 
but it is a semi-pro league with a tight salary cap and some teams are still 
amateur. 


Brazil 

FIFA ranking: 10 

Qualification: 2018 Copa America Femenina Champions. 

World Cup appearances: 1991 (9th), 1995 (9th), 1999 (3rd), 2003 
(5th), 2007 (Runner-Up), 2011 (5th), 2015 (9th), 2019. 

Coach: Vadao 

Key players: Marta, Debinha, Cristiane, Formiga. 

What to know: Brazil has made the field of every World Cup but has 
yet to win one. Marta, the five-time world player of the year, is expected to 
play in her fifth World Cup. After the women’s team failed to medal at the 
2016 Olympics as the home team, Vadao was replaced by Emily Lima, the 
first female coach of the team. But Vadao was re-installed after 10 months 
and led the team through qualification. Brazil won all its Copa America 
Femenina matches, conceding just two goals. Formiga, 41, is the oldest 
player at the World Cup. 

State of the game: Women were banned from playing soccer in 
Brazil from 1941 to 1983. The country has what best could be described 
as a semi-pro women’s league, but players are paid only sporadically and 
often under the table. 

Jamaica 

FIFA ranking: 53 

Qualification: Finished third at the CONCACAF qualifying tournament. 

World Cup appearances: 2019. 

Coach: Hue Menzies 

Key players: Khadija Shaw, Jody Brown, Konya Plummer. 

What to know: Nicknamed the Reggae Giriz, the team’s benefactor 
is Bob Marley’s daughter, Cedella. Jamaica will make its World Cup debut 
after defeating Panama on penalties for third in the CONCACAF qualify¬ 
ing tournament. The team was disbanded in 2010 and fell out of the FIFA 
rankings but was revived in 2014. Jamaica is the first Caribbean nation to 
qualify for a World Cup. Brown had four goals in qualifying. 

State of the game: Jamaica has no women’s league, and the national 
team held fundraisers to help with the effort to get to France. 

— Anne M. Peterson, AP 


Group D 

Argentina 

FIFA ranking: 37 

Qualification: Defeated Panama in intercontinental 
playoff after fourth-place finish in the CONCACAF qualifi¬ 
cation tournament. 

World Cup appearances: 2003 (16th), 2007 
(16th), 2019. 

Coach: Carlos Borrello 

Key players: Sole Jaimes, Estefania Banini, Belen 
Potassa. 

What to know: Nickname is La Albiceleste. Argen¬ 
tina has made six appearances in the Copa America 
Femenina, winning it in 2006. Finished third in the Copa 
America, which earned the team the two-legged playoff 
with Panama to qualify for its first World Cup in 12 years. 
Argentina lost all three of its matches at the first Cup of 
Nations in Australia this spring. Carlos Borrello, reap¬ 
pointed as coach in 2017, was also coach of the team for 
its previous World Cup appearances. Estefania Banini is 
the team’s captain. 

State of the game: National team players threat¬ 
ened to strike in 2017 over conditions. Macarena San¬ 
chez, an Argentine club player, took legal action against 
her team to be recognized as an employee. In April, 
she signed one of the first pro contracts in the country’s 
women’s league. 

Japan 

FIFA ranking: 7 

Qualification: Won the 2018 AFC Women’s Cup. 

World cup appearances: 1991 (12th), 1995 (8th), 
1999 (13th), 2003 (10th), 2007 (10th), 2011 (Champi¬ 
ons), 2015 (Runner-Up), 2019. 

Coach: Asako Takakura 

Key players: Rumi Utsugi, Kumi Yokoyama, Saki 
Kumagai. 

What to know: Asako Takakura took over as coach in 
2016, replacing Norio Sasaki, who took the team to two 
World Cup finals, including the title in 2011 when Japan 
beat the United Sates on penalties. The U.S. team got 
revenge with a 5-2 victory in Canada in 2015. The team’s 
nickname is Nadeshiko. Japan won silver at the 2012 
Olympics. Rumi Utsugi plays for the Seattle Reign in the 
National Women’s Soccer League in the U.S. 

State of the game: Japan has a robust three-tiered 
women’s professional league. 


England 

FIFA ranking: 3 

Qualification: Won Group 1 of UEFA qualification. 

World Cup appearances: 1995 (6th), 2007 (7th), 
2011 (5th), 2015 (3rd), 2019. 

Coach: Phil Neville 

Key players: Jodie Taylor, Lucy Bronze, Steph 
Houghton. 

What to know: There were a lot of questions when 
Neville took over the team from Mark Sampson, who was 
fired because of inappropriate conduct. Neville, the former 
England fullback, had never coached a women’s team and 
most of his experience was as an assistant. But England 
has fared well under Neville and won the 2019 SheBe- 
lieves Cup, a tournament that included the United States, 
Japan and Brazil. Celebrities, including David Beckham 
and Prince William, announced the players on the team’s 
roster for the World Cup. Nickname is the Lionesses. 

Steph Houghton is the team’s captain. 

State of the game: There are 11 teams in the 
professional Women’s Super League, the top tier of the 
women’s game. 

Scotland 

FIFA ranking: 20 

Qualification: Won Group 2 of UEFA Qualification. 

World Cup appearances: 2019 

Coach: Shelley Kerr 

Key players: Kim Little, Rachel Corsie, Jennifer 
Beattie. 

What to know: Scotland is making its World Cup 
debut in France. The team made its debut in the Euros 
in 2017. Kim Little won the National Women’s Soccer 
League Most Valuable Player and Golden Boot awards in 
2014 while playing for the Seattle Reign. She now plays 
for Arsenal. Shelley Kerr is a former center back. As a 
coach, she led Arsenal to back-to-back FA Women’s Cup 
titles in 2013 and 2014. Scotland and England wound 
up in the same group in France and will play on June 9 in 
Nice. Rachel Corsie is the team’s captain. 

State of the game: In 2013, the federation pledged 
to invest more in women’s football, and the recent 
achievements of the team have been seen as the effort’s 
result. 

— Anne M. Peterson, AP 



Japan defender Rumi Utsugi hopes to lead her team back to the World 
Cup championship. Japan beat the US in 2015 for the title. 
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Group E 

Canada 

FIFA ranking: 5 

Qualification: Runner-up at the 
CONCACAF Qualification tournament 

World cup appearances: 1995 
(10th), 1999 (12th), 2003 (4th), 

2007 (9th), 2011 (16th), 2015 (6th), 
2019 

Coach: Kenneth Heiner-Moller 

Key players: Christine Sinclair, 
Kadeisha Buchanan, Ashley Lawrence. 

What to know: Sinclair is 
Canada’s most prolific scorer ever. 
Canada’s captain has 181 interna¬ 
tional goals, just three goals back of 
American Abby Wambach, who holds 
the record among men and women. 
Canada was led by John Herdman at 
the last World Cup, and he has moved 
on to coach the nation’s men’s team. 
Kenneth Heiner-Moller coached the 
Danish women’s national team from 
2006-13. Canada has won the bronze 
medal in the last two Olympics. 

State of the game: The Cana¬ 
dian federation pays the salaries for 
the national team players allocated 
to the U.S-based National Women’s 
Soccer League. 

Cameroon 

FIFA ranking: 46 

Qualification: Third at the 2018 
Africa Women Cup of Nations. 

World Cup appearances: 2015 
(11th), 2019. 

Coach: Alain Djeumfa 

Key players: Madeleine Ngono, 
Christine Manie, Gaelle Enganamouit. 

What to know: Cameroon 
advanced to the knockout round at the 
2015 World Cup before falling 1-0 to 
China. Nickname is the Indomitable 
Lionesses. The team is led by veteran 
defender Christine Manie, who plays 
professionally in Romania. Coach Alain 
Djeumfa replaced Joseph Ndoko in 
January, a move that was somewhat 
of a surprise because Ndoko had 
guided the team to its third-place 
finish at the Africa Women Cup of Na¬ 
tions last year. 

State of the game: Earlier this 
year, Gaelle Enganamouit opened 
a women’s soccer school, the Rails 
Football Academy, to train the next 
generation of players. 


New Zealand 

FIFA ranking: 19 

Qualification: 2018 OFC 
Women’s Nations Cup champions. 

World cup appearances: 1991 
(11th), 2007 (14th), 2011 (12th), 
2015 (19th), 2019. 

Coach: Tom Sermanni 

Key players: Erin Nayler, Katie 
Bowen, Sarah Gregorius, Abby Erceg. 

What to know: Sermanni, former 
coach of both the U.S. national team 
and the Orlando Pride of the U.S.- 
based National Women’s Soccer 
League, took over at head coach in 
October, just in time for qualifica¬ 
tion. Gregorius scored eight of new 
Zealand’s 43 goals in the Nations Cup. 
It was the team’s fourth straight title 
at the tournament, which was capped 
by an 8-0 victory over Fiji. The victory 
also qualified New Zealand for the 
2020 Olympics in Tokyo. Midfielder 
Daisy Cleverley plays at the University 
of California at Berkeley. Nickname is 
the Ferns. 

State of the game: The 

women’s national team won equal pay 
to the men’s team in 2018. 

Netherlands 

FIFA ranking: 8 

Qualification: Won a four-team 
UEFA playoff. 

World Cup appearances: 2015 
(13th), 2019. 

Coach: Sarina Wiegman 

Key players: Lieke Martens, 
Shanice van de Sanden, Loes Geurts. 

What to know: The Nether¬ 
lands won the 2017 Euros. Forward 
Martens was the FIFA women’s 
player of the year in 2017. Goalkeeper 
Geurts has 123 caps. Nickname is 
the Oranje. The Dutch played in the 
first FIFA-recognized women’s match 
in 1971 against France. Wiegman, a 
former Dutch international with 104 
caps, took over the team in January 
2017 and was named FIFA women’s 
coach of the year for her rookie 
season. 

State of the game: The Eredi- 
visie Vrouwen is the professional wom¬ 
en’s soccer league in the Netherlands, 
consisting of nine teams. 

— Anne M. Peterson, AP 



Andy Jacobsohn/AP 


Canada forward Christine Sinclair celebrates after scoring a goal in 
the 2018 CONCACAF women’s World Cup qualifying tournament. 
Sinclair has 181 international goals for No. 5 Canada. 



Chris Szagola/AP 


U.S. forward Megan Rapinoe, right, and Japan’s Risa Shimizu, left, go after the ball during a match in 
February. Rapinoe is one of 12 players for the defending champion who were also on the 2015 roster. 

Group F 


United States Chile 


FIFA ranking: 1 

Qualification: CONCACAF women’s qualifying tourna¬ 
ment champions. 

World cup appearances: 1991 (1st), 1995 (3rd), 
1999 (1st), 2003 (3rd), 2007 (3rd), 2011 (2nd), 2015 
(1st), 2019. 

Coach: Jill Ellis 

Key players: Megan Rapinoe, Alex Morgan, Becky 
Sauerbrunn. 

What to know: The United States has three World 
Cup titles and is the defending champion. The Americans 
defeated Japan 5-2 in the final at the 2015 World Cup in 
Canada, with Carli Lloyd scoring a hat trick in the first 16 
minutes. The current squad includes 12 players who were 
on the 2015 World Cup roster. Alex Morgan was named the 
team’s Player of the Year after scoring 18 goals in 19 games 
last year. 

State of the game: U.S. team players filed a lawsuit 
earlier this year seeking pay equitable to that of their coun¬ 
terparts on the men’s national team. It is the latest salvo in 
a long-running dispute with U.S. Soccer over pay. 

Thailand 

FIFA ranking: 34 

Qualification: Fourth at the 2018 AFC Women’s Cup. 

World cup appearances: 2015 (17th), 2019. 

Coach: Nuengruethai Sathongwien 

Key players: Wilaiporn Boothduang, Rattikan Thong- 
sombut, Kanjana Sungngoen. 

What to know: Thailand won the AFC Women’s Asia 
Cup in 1983. The team has seen a more recent rise on the 
international stage. It made the World Cup in 2015 and had 
its first victory (3-2) against Ivory Coast. The team’s nick¬ 
name is Chaba Kaew. Coach Nuengruethai Sathongwien 
is in his second stint with the team, he also was coach in 
2015 in Canada. 

State of the game: The professional Thai Women’s 
League was revived in 2017 with 10 teams. After the 2015 
World Cup, Thailand’s federation announced it would invest 
more to develop the women’s team. 


FIFA ranking: 39 

Qualification: Runner-up at the 2018 Copa America 
Femenina. 

World Cup appearances: 2019 

Coach: Jose Letelier 

Key players: Christiane Endler, Francisca Lara, Carla 
Guerrero. 

What to know: Chile defeated Argentina 4-0 in the 
Copa America Femenina to clinch a spot in the World Cup. 
The team has never been to soccer’s premier tournament. 
Chile’s men qualified for the 2018 World Cup in Russia, 
making the nation just the fifth in CONMEBOL to have both 
sides qualify. Endler, a goalkeeper who plays for Paris Saint- 
Germain, is the team’s captain. Player to watch is Yanara 
Aedo, who has nine goals in 19 appearances, including 
three goals in qualifying. 

State of the game: Women’s club players in Chile 
are classified as amateurs. Players hope women’s soc¬ 
cer will gain respect with the national team’s World Cup 
appearance. 

Sweden 

FIFA ranking: 9 

Qualification: Won Group 4 of UEFA Qualification. 

World Cup appearances: 1991 (3rd), 1995 (5th), 
1999 (6th), 2003 (Runner-Up), 2007 (10th), 2011 (3rd), 
2015 (16th), 2019. 

Coach: Peter Gerhardsson 

Key players: Hedvig Lindahl, Caroline Seger, Stina 
Blackstenius. 

What to know: Gerhardsson took over for Pia 
Sundhage, who stepped down following the 2017 Euros. 
Sundhage, the former U.S. coach, led Sweden to the silver 
medal at the 2016 Brazil Olympics. The Swedes infamously 
“parked the bus” against the U.S. in the quarterfinals in 
Brazil, advancing on penalties, and afterward U.S. goal¬ 
keeper Hope Solo called them cowards. Although Sweden 
has appeared in every World Cup, a title has eluded the 
team. 

State of the game: Sweden has a thriving women’s 
professional league, the Damallsvenskan. 

— Anne M. Peterson, AP 
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WOMEN'S WORLD CUP 


Scoreboard 


First round 


South Korea 
Norway 
Nigeria 


W L T GF GAPts 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 




Friday, J 
At Paris 
s. South Korea 
Saturday, June 8 
At Reims, France 
Norway vs. Nigeria 

Wednesday, June 12 
At Nice, France 
France vs. Norway 

At Grenobie, France 
Nigeria vs. South Korea 

Monday, June 17 
At Rennes, France 
France vs. Nigeria 

At Reims, France 
South Korea vs. Norway 
GROUP B 


Germany 

China 

Spain 

South Africa 


W L T GF GAPts 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Saturday, June 8 
At Le Havre, France 
China vs. South Africa 

At Rennes, France 
Germany vs. China 

Wednesday, June 12 
At Vaienciennes, France 
Germany vs. Spain 

Thursday, June 13 
At Paris 
South Africa vs. China 

Monday, June 17 
At Montpeiiier, France 
Germany vs. South Africa 
At Le Havre, France 
China vs. Spain 

GROUP C 

W L T GF GAPts 

Austraiia 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Itaiy 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Brazil 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Jamaica 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sunday, June 9 
At Vaienciennes, France 
Australia vs. Italy 

At Grenobie, France 
Brazil vs. Jamaica 

Thursday, June 13 
At Montpeiiier, France 
Australia vs. Brazil 

Friday, June 14 
At Reims, France 
Jamaica vs. Italy 

Tuesday, June 18 
At Grenobie, France 
Australia vs. Jamaica 

At Vaienciennes, France 
Italy vs. Brazil 

GROUP D 


England 

Scotland 

Argentina 


W L T GF GAPts 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sunday, June 9 
At Nice, France 
England vs. Scotland 

Monday, June 10 
At Paris 

Argentina vs. Japan 

Friday, June 14 
At Rennes, France 
Japan vs. Scotland 

At Le Havre, France 
England vs. Argentina 

Wednesday, June 19 
At Nice, France 
Japan vs. England 

At Paris 
Scotland vs. Argentina 
GROUP E 

W L T GF GAPts 

Canada 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Cameroon 0 0 0 0 0 0 

New Zealand 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Netherlands 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Monday, June 10 
At Montpellier, France 
Canada vs. Cameroon 

Tuesday, June 11 
At Le Havre, France 
New Zealand vs. Netherlands 
Saturday, June 15 
At Valenciennes, France 
Netherlands vs. Cameroon 
At Grenoble, France 
Canada vs. New Zealand 

Thursday, June 20 
At Reims, France 
Netherlands vs. Canada 

At Montpellier, France 
Cameroon vs. New Zealand 
GROUP F 

W L T GF GAPts 

United States 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Thailand 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Chile 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sweden 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tuesday, June 11 
At Rennes, France 
Chile vs. Sweden 

At Reims, France 
United States vs. Thailand 
Sunday, June 16 
At Paris 

United States vs. China 

At Nice, France 
Sweden vs. Thailand 

Thursday, June 20 
At Le Havre, France 
Sweden vs. United States 
At Rennes, France 
Thailand vs. China 


Greater challenges this time 

Number of teams in position to topple the defending champion US 



Roberson/AP 


U.S. goalkeeper Alyssa Naeher, left, and teammate Becky Sauerbrunn celebrate the team’s 
5-0 victory over New Zealand in an international friendly on May 16 in St. Louis. Naeher has 
the daunting task of replacing Hope Solo in goal. 


By Anne M. Peterson 

Associated Press 

The U.S. women’s national team is well 
aware the rest of the world is catching up. 

Long dominant on the international stage, 
the No. 1-ranked Americans are heading to 
France for the Women’s World Cup with any 
number of teams potentially in position to top¬ 
ple the defending champions. 

Among the challengers are host France, up¬ 
start England, the surprise third-place finish¬ 
er at the 2015 World Cup in Canada, and even 
the Canadians themselves, who would love to 
get an upper hand in a longstanding rivalry 
with their North American neighbors. 

“I do not think that the U.S. is as strong as 
they have always been, the same with Ger¬ 
many, while not underestimating teams like 
Italy and Spain that may be inferior,” said 
Sweden midfielder Kosovar Asllani. “We will 
of course do everything to be at the top. It is 
open for any national team, really.” 

Jill Ellis is leading the U.S. team into her 
second World Cup as coach. She selected a 
roster that emphasized experience, but the 
lineup will look vastly different from four 
years ago. Stalwarts Abby Wambach and 
Lauren Holiday have retired, and Carli Lloyd 
— who scored a hat trick in the title game in 
Canada — has moved into a “super sub” role 
off the bench. 

The U.S. women are focused on winning on 
the field in France even while at home they 
are looking for a different victory. Known for 
championing women’s rights and equality, the 
players collectively filed a lawsuit alleging 
discrimination by the U.S. Soccer Federation 
and seeking pay equitable with that of players 
on the men’s national team. 

Forward Christen Press said it’s this unity 
on and off the field that makes the United 
States a formidable team. “The World Cup 
is precious to us and we want to have all our 
focus there,” she said. 

Alex Morgan will lead the attack, flanked 



Julio Cortez/AP 


Alex Morgan, a forward for the United 
States who is playing in her third World Cup, 
scored 18 goals in 19 games last year. 


by Megan Rapinoe and Tobin Heath. Mor¬ 
gan, who broke out at the 2012 Olympics and 
is playing in her third World Cup, scored 18 
goals in 19 games last year and was the team’s 
Player of the Year for 2018. 

A focus will no doubt be Alyssa Naeher, who 
has the daunting task of replacing Hope Solo 
in goal. Solo won the Golden Glove in Canada 
as the tournament’s best goalkeeper, allow¬ 
ing just three goals. But she was ultimately 
dismissed from the team following the 2016 
Olympics. 

Naeher is known for her calm demeanor. 

“I’ve kind of found over the years that it’s 
best to just keep that even mindset, not too 
high and not too low,” she said. “There’s obvi¬ 
ously a lot of defensive strategies and changes 
leading into a game, and within a game. The 
more that I can kind of just stay in the moment 
and kind of take it all in, the better position I’ll 
put myself in.” 

Helping Naeher will be a backline that in¬ 
cludes veterans Becky Sauerbrunn and Kel¬ 
ley O’Hara, both playing in their third World 
Cup. 

In the Brazil Games, Sweden bunkered on 
defense and went on to advance to the semi¬ 
finals, handing the U.S. its earliest exit in 
Olympic competition. Solo famously called 
the Swedes “cowards” for the tactic. 

But that game could provide something of 
a blueprint for how to beat the United States. 
Sweden was coached at the time by former 
U.S. coach Pia Sundhage, who knew the 
Americans well. 

Sundhage has since moved on, but the U.S. 
will again face Sweden in the final game of 
the group stage. Ellis joked before the draw 


The World Cup is precious 
to us and we want to have 
all our focus there. ^ 

Christen Press 

US forward 


in December that she fully expected to be 
grouped with Sweden — so of course it hap¬ 
pened. It is the sixth time the two teams have 
been in the same group. Also in Group F are 
Thailand and Chile, which is making its World 
Cup debut. 

“I think that the emphasis is not to overload 
or add, it’s more about trusting what we’ve 
done and going in there and now just being 
able to focus on what’s exactly in front of us 
in terms of games,” Ellis said. “I think that 
sometimes coaches go to a playoff round or go 
into the postseason and suddenly what do you 
want to do — more and more and more — and 
I think the complete opposite actually.” 

The U.S. will open the tournament against 
Thailand in Reims on June 11. Sweden, 
ranked No. 9, will face the U.S. on June 20 in 
Le Havre — the final group match for both. 
The U.S. and the Swedes are expected to ad¬ 
vance to the knockout round. 

The United States has won the World Cup 
three times since the women’s event was 
launched in 1991, more than any other nation¬ 
al team. Japan defeated the U.S. in an emo¬ 
tional final in 2011 that came as that nation 
was still reeling from a devastating earth¬ 
quake and tsunami. 
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FRENCH OPEN 



Christophe Ena/AP 


Japan’s Naomi Osaka celebrates winning her second-round match of the French Open against Victoria 
Azarenka of Belarus 4-6, 7-5, 6-3, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris on Thursday. It was the 
second straight match in which the No. 1 seed lost the first set and rallied to win. 


No. 1 Osaka hangs tough; 
Williams, Djokovic cruise 


By John Leicester 
Associated Press 

PARIS — Naomi Osaka is 
grinding her way through the 
French Open the hard way. 

To cling onto her quest for a 
third consecutive Grand Slam 
title, the top-ranked Osaka again 
had to rally from first-set woes to 
beat former No. 1 Victoria Aza¬ 
renka 4-6, 7-5, 6-3 Thursday in 
the second round. 

Serena Williams and Novak 
Djokovic also advanced, with far 
easier straight-set wins. 

Osaka considered herself un¬ 
fortunate to be drawn against 
Azarenka and the powerful, ac¬ 
curate tennis produced by the 
29-year-old Belarusian playing 
in her 12th French Open showed 
why. 

Although now ranked No. 43 
and without a m^or title since 
winning the Australian Open in 
2012 and 2013, Azarenka took a 
4-0 lead on Court Suzanne Len¬ 
glen and kept Osaka under con¬ 
stant pressure. 

“I got rolled,” Osaka said. “She 
kind of killed me in the first set.” 

Broken by a backhand volley 
at the net from Azarenka in the 
fifth game of the second set, the 
U.S Open and Australian Open 
champion from Japan seemed 
to be in deep trouble. But, as 
she did against first-round op¬ 
ponent Anna Karolina Schmied- 


lova, Osaka again proved her 
resilience. 

“I didn’t stop trying at all,” 
Osaka said. “Every point was 
kind of, like, pedal to the metal.” 

The eighth game of the second 
set was pivotal. After saving two 
break points, Azarenka double- 
faulted. Osaka leveled at 4-4 and 
the momentum started to shift. It 
was the seventh break point Aza¬ 
renka had faced in the set, and 
the first she had failed to save. 

But Azarenka still saved three 
set points before Osaka finally 
leveled the match with a back¬ 
hand cross-court winner. 

The third set was packed with 
drama, too, with Osaka finally 
taming Azarenka with her third 
match point, when her combative 
opponent hit long. 

Azarenka, still working her 
way back into the upper echelons 
of the game after injuries, a preg¬ 
nancy and a custody battle over 
her child, said she would learn 
from the defeat. 

“I know what I need to do bet¬ 
ter, so it keeps me optimistic, and 
I do enjoy this. No matter how 
hard it is, it’s my path that I’m 
going to walk with my head held 
high,” she said. 

Osaka’s next opponent, 42nd- 
ranked Katerina Siniakova, 
hasn’t been past the third round 
in her 18 previous Grand Slam 
tournaments. 


Williams will play Sofia Kenin, 
an American ranked No. 35, in 
the third round. The 23-time 
mqjor champion defeated Japa¬ 
nese qualifier Kurumi Nara, 6-3, 
6-2 to advance. 

Djokovic notched up another 
career milestone: His young son, 
Stefan, watched him play, and 
win, at Roland Garros for the first 
time. The top-ranked player bid¬ 
ding to win his fourth consecutive 
mqjor beat 104th-ranked Henri 
Laaksonen 6-1, 6-4, 6-3. 

Djokovic will play 147th-ranked 
Salvatore Caruso of Italy in the 
third round. 

Also, Dominic Thiem overcame 
some trickery from Kazakh oppo¬ 
nent Alexander Bublik to advance 
to the third round with a 6-3, 6-7 
(6), 6-3, 7-5 victory. 

Bublik surprised Thiem with 
an underarm serve in the first set 
and frustrated the Austrian with 
a series of drop shots, spins and 
volleys. But last year’s finalist at 
Roland Garros recovered from a 
break of serve in the fourth set 
and then gave Bublik a taste of his 
own medicine on his first match 
point, producing a well-disguised, 
and successful, drop shot. 

Thiem will next face Pablo 
Cuevas, another master of trick 
shots. Cuevas was leading 7-6 (3), 
6-3, 2-1 when Kyle Edmund re¬ 
tired from their match because of 
a left knee injury. 


Scoreboard 


Thursday 


At Stade Roland Garros 

Purse: $48 million (Grand Siam) 
Surface: Ciay-Outdoor 
Men’s Singies 
Second Round 

Novak Djokovic (1), Serbia, def. Henri 
Laaksonen, Switzerland, 6-1, 6-4, 6-3. 

Salvatore Caruso, Italy, def. Gilles Si¬ 
mon (26), France, 6-1, 6-2, 6-4. 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. 
Radu Albot, Moldova, 7-6 (2), 7-6 (3), 6-7 
(4), 6-2. 

Roberto Bautista-Agut (18), Spain, def. 
Taylor Fritz, United States, 6-2, 6-3, 6-2. 

Dusan Lajovic (30), Serbia, def. Elliot 
Benchetrit, France, 6-3, 6-3, 6-4. 

Alexander Zverev (5), Germany, def. 
Mikael Ymer, Sweden, 6-1, 6-3, 7-6 (3). 

Dominic Thiem (4), Austria, def. Al¬ 
exander Bublik, Kazakhstan, 6-3, 6-7 (6), 
6-3, 7-5. 

Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, def. Kyle Ed¬ 
mund (28), Britain, 7-6 (3), 6-3, 2-1, ret. 

Antoine Hoang, France, def. Fernando 
Verdasco (23), Spain, 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (5), 7-5. 

Gael Monfils (14), France, def. Adrian 
Mannarino, France, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4. 

Jordan Thompson, Australia, def. Ivo 
Karlovic, Croatia, 6-3, 6-4, 6-7 (2), 6-3. 

Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, def. Diego 
Schwartzman (17), Argentina, 4-6, 6-3, 6- 
4, 7-5. 

Women’s Singles 
Second Round 

Naomi Osaka (1), Japan, def. Victoria 
Azarenka, Belarus, 4-6, 7-5, 6-3. 

Katerina Siniakova, Czech Republic, 
def. Maria Sakkari (29), Greece, 7-6 (5), 
6-7 (8), 6-3. 

Anna Blinkova, Russia, def. Caroline 
Garcia (24), France, 1-6, 6-4, 6-4. 

Serena Williams (10), United States, 
def. Kurumi Nara, Japan, 6-3, 6-2. 

Andrea Petkovic, Germany, def. Su- 
Wei Hsieh (25), Taiwan, 4-6, 6-3, 8-6. 

Ashleigh Barty (8), Australia, def. Dan¬ 
ielle Rose Collins, United States, 7-5, 6-1. 

Monica Puig, Puerto Rico, def. Daria 
Kasatkina (21), Russia, 6-3, 6-1. 

Iga Swiatek, Poland, def. Qiang Wang 
(16), China, 6-3, 6-0. 

Amanda Anisimova, United States, 
def. Aryna Sabalenka (11), Belarus, 6-4, 
6-2. 

Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, def. 
Karolina Muchova, Czech Republic, 1-6, 
6-3, 6-4. 

Ekaterina Alexandrova, Russia, def. 
Samantha Stosur, Australia, 3-6, 6-1, 6-4. 

Aliona Bolsova Zadoinov, Spain, def. 
Sorana Cirstea, Romania, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (3). 

Belinda Bencic (15), Switzerland, def. 
Laura Siegemund, Germany, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4. 
Men’s Doubles 
First Round 

Rajeev Ram, United States and Joe 
Salisbury (11), Britain, def. Filip Kraji- 
novic, Serbia and Damir Dzumhur, Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina, 4-5, ret. 

Jurgen Melzer, Austria and Nicolas 
Mahut (13), France, def. Andreas Seppi, 
Italy and Marco Cecchinato, Italy, 6-2, 6- 
2. Second Round 

Lukasz Kubot, Poland and Marcelo 
Melo (1), Brazil, def. Wesley Koolhof, 
Netherlands and Marcus Daniell, New 
Zealand, 4-6, 6-2, 6-4. 

Frederik Nielsen, Denmark and Robin 
Haase (14), Netherlands, def. Daniel Ev¬ 


ans, Britain and Cameron Norrie, Britain, 
2-6, 6-2, 6-3. 

Bob Bryan, United States and Mike 
Bryan (7), United States, def. Ken Skup- 
ski, Britain and Neal Skupski, Britain, 7-5, 
7-6 (6). 

Women’s Doubles 
First Round 

Maria Jose Martinez Sanchez, Spain 
and Sara Sorribes Tormo, Spain, def. 
Elixane Lechemia, France and Estelle 
Cascino, France, 6-3, 6-4. 

Vitalia Diatchenko, Russia and Natela 
Dzalamidze, Russia, def. Mandy Minella, 
Luxembourg and Alison van Uytvanck, 
Belgium, 5-7, 6-2, 6-2. 

Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium and Johan¬ 
na Larsson (15), Sweden, def. Jessica 
Moore, Australia and Monique Adamc- 
zak, Australia, 6-2, 7-6 (2). 

Vera Zvonareva, Russia and Ekaterina 
Alexandrova, Russia, def. Anastasia Pav- 
lyuchenkova, Russia and Anastasija Sev- 
astova, Latvia, 6-2, 7-6 (5). 

Kveta Peschke, Czech Republic and 
Nicole Melichar (7), United States, def. 
Alison Riske, United States and Jennifer 
Brady, United States, 6-2, 4-6, 6-2. 

Yifan Xu, China and Gabriela Dab- 
rowski (4), Canada, def. Irina Maria Bara, 
Romania and Dalila Jakupovic, Slovenia, 
6-1, 1-6, 6-2. 

Fiona Ferro, France and Diane Parry, 
France, def. Aliaksandra Sasnovich, 
Belarus and Taylor Townsend, United 
States, 6-4, 7-5. 

Zhaoxuan Yang, China and Alicja Ro- 
solska (13), Poland, def. Evgeniya Rodi¬ 
na, Russia and Polona Hercog, Slovenia, 
6-2, 6-2. 

Elise Mertens, Belgium and Aryna Sa¬ 
balenka (6), Belarus, def. Tatjana Maria, 
Germany and Heather Watson, Britain, 
6-3, 6-2. 

Oksana Kalashnikova, Georgia and 
Rebecca Peterson, Sweden, def. Aubane 
Droguet, France and Selena Janicijevic, 
France, 6-2, 6-2. 

Magdalena Rybarikova, Slovakia and 
Marketa Vondrousova, Czech Republic, 
def. Amandine Hesse, France and Jessika 
Ponchet, France, 2-6, 6-3, 6-3. 

Samantha Stosur, Australia and Shuai 
Zhang (5), China, def. Galina Voskobo- 
eva, Kazakhstan and Veronika Kuderme- 
tova, Russia, 6-3, 6-0. 

Belinda Bencic, Switzerland and Vik¬ 
toria Kuzmova, Slovakia, def. Pauline 
Parmentier, France and Chloe Paquet, 
France, 7-5, 5-7, 6-4. 

Laura Siegemund, Germany and Anna- 
Lena Friedsam, Germany, def. Raluca- 
loana Olaru, Romania and Darija Jurak 
(16), Croatia, 6-2, 6-3. 

Alize Cornet, France and Petra Martic, 
Croatia, def. Alexa Guarachi Mathison, 
Chile and Tamara Zidansek, Slovenia, 6- 
1 , 6 - 0 . 

Mixed Doubles 

Edouard Roger-Vasselin, France and 
Andreja Klepac, Slovenia, def. Jona¬ 
than Eysseric, France and Alize Cornet, 
France, 6-2, 4-6, 10-5. 

Santiago Gonzalez, Mexico and Ly- 
udmyla Kichenok, Ukraine, def. DiviJ 
Sharan, India and Shuko Aoyama, Japan, 
6-3, 2-6, 10-7. 

Robert Farah, Colombia and Anna- 
Lena Groenefeld (8), Germany, def. Max¬ 
imo Gonzalez, Argentina and Zhaoxuan 
Yang, China, 6-1, 6-3. 



Pavel Golovkin/AP 


Serena Williams stretches with her racket during her second-round 
match of the French Open against Japan’s Kurumi Nara on Thursday. 
Williams will play Sofia Kenin, an American ranked No. 35, in the 
third round. 
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Running a reverse: NCAA denies more waivers 

Transfer and play right away? Don’t I ^ 

bank on it, the numbers are showing _ *1*. 



Courtesy of Coastal Carolina 


Brock Hoffman, who said he transferred from Coastal Carolina to Virginia Tech to be closer to his ailing 
mother, was denied his waiver to be eligible to play immediately. Despite some high-profile waivers, the 
percentage of players permitted a waiver request to transfer and play immediately is down. 



Lynne Sladky/AP 


Tate Martell, after playing sparingly at Ohio State over two seasons, 
transferred to Miami and will be able to play this season. 


By Ralph D. Russo 
Associated Press 

A string of recent high-profile 
transfers gave the college football 
world the impression it was get¬ 
ting easier for players to switch 
schools and compete right away. 

The reality is much different, 
with the percentage of waiv¬ 
er approvals dropping during 
2018-2019 — even as the NCAA 
changed rules to give athletes a 
better shot at transferring with¬ 
out needing to sit out a year. 

Shea Patterson to Michigan, 
Justin Field to Ohio State and 
Tate Martell to Miami seemed to 
usher in a new era of free agency, 
but waiver approvals are still far 
from a sure thing. That is prompt¬ 
ing athletes, coaches and others 
to complain about a process that 
can be somewhat mysterious. 

Through May 24, the NCAA 
committee for legislative relief 
had approved 66% of transfer 
waiver requests across all sports 
for the 2018-19 academic year, 
down from 73% in the four previ¬ 
ous years combined, according to 
the NCAA. In football, the trans¬ 
fer waiver approval rate for 2018- 
19 was 68%, down 2 percentage 
points compared with the previ¬ 
ous four academic years. 

Players frustrated by denials 
vent on social networks, while 
coaches question the NCAA’s 
consistency. Their complaints, 
along with those from fans, illus¬ 
trate how a dearth of public in¬ 
formation muddles comparisons 
and leads onlookers to draw con¬ 
clusions without knowing the full 
story behind each case. 

“If we’re going to have an am¬ 
biguous waiver system let’s just 
either have a one-time transfer, 
everybody can play (immediate¬ 
ly) and its only one time or you 
can transfer and you got to sit and 
you can get (the year of eligibility) 
back,” Northwestern coach Pat 
Fitzgerald said. “One way or the 
other, it eliminates this ambiguity 
that’s in this waiver process.” 

The NCAA Division I council 
plans to review the rules next 
month. 

Guidelines haven’t changed for 
what justifies a waiver. The shift 
in April 2018 simply put immedi¬ 
ate eligibility back in play for all 
cases. Previously, the option was 
tightly restricted to only instanc¬ 
es of egregious behavior by the 
school the player wanted to leave. 

Generally, athletes must sit out 
a year of competition after trans¬ 
ferring. In many sports, a one¬ 
time exception can be used for 
an athlete to play right away, but 
not in high-profile sports such as 
football and basketball. 

Immediate eligibility for trans¬ 
fers was effectively taken off the 
table after the 2014-15 academic 
year, though from 2015-18 ath¬ 
letes could attempt to restore a 
year of eligibility after switching 
schools. Waiver requests dipped 
during those three years, then 


By the numbers 


66 % 

Percentage of transfer 
waiver requests across 
all sports that the NCAA 
committee for legislative 
relief allowed for the 
2018-19 academic year, 
down from 73% the four 
previous years combined. 

68 % 

The approval rate for 
transfer waiver requests for 
2018-19 in football, 
down from 70% the four 
previous years. 


SOURCE: NCAA 

bounced back in 2018-19 after the 
NCAA softened its rules. 

The requests fall into several 
categories, each with specific 
guidelines but governed by the 
same basic principle: Schools 
have to show the transfer is be¬ 
cause of “circumstances outside 
of the student-athlete’s control 
and directly impacts the health, 
safety or well-being of the stu¬ 
dent-athlete,” according to NCAA 
bylaws. 

The most common waiver re¬ 
quests are for: 

■ Injury or illness to a family 
member; 

■ Being pushed out of the pro¬ 
gram by a coach at the original 
school; 

■ Egregious behavior by the 
original school; 

■ Mental health. 

Waiver requests are judged in¬ 
dividually and subjectivity bakes 
into the process — which can 
make results seem ambiguous. 

“If you get lawyers, you’re 
going to get it, but if you can’t 
afford the lawyers, you’re not,” 
Fitzgerald said. “If somebody’s 
sick, you will, but if somebody’s 
better you won’t. If you say the 
coach ran you off, but he really 
didn’t, is the coach going to come 
back and fight?” 

Attorney Tom Mars, who has 
assisted Fields, Patterson and 
others with successful waiver re¬ 
quests, said ire at the NCAA over 
rulings might be misdirected, as 
individual schools are respon¬ 
sible for applying and presenting 
their cases. 

“Whatever real or apparent in¬ 
consistencies there are in these 
waiver decisions are driven, in 


large part, by the varying levels 
of effort, resources, and quality 
of the advocacy that go into the 
preparation,” Mars said. “The 
compliance personnel who work 
for the AD at those schools own 
the whole process.” 

Illinois tight end Luke Ford 
(from Georgia), Cincinnati of¬ 
fensive lineman James Hudson 
(from Michigan) and Virginia 
Tech offensive lineman Brock 
Hoffman (from Coastal Carolina) 
all garnered headlines recently 
when the NCAA denied their 
waiver requests. All three new 
schools are currently asking for 
reconsideration or appealing. 

Hoffman said he was trans¬ 
ferring to be closer to his ailing 


mother and the denial was based 
on Virginia Tech’s location more 
than 100 miles away from his 
home and his mother’s improving 
condition. Hudson said mental 
health issues prompted his trans¬ 
fer but because he did not reveal 
them at Michigan; his request 
was denied. 

“You can find general themes in 
the cases that are successful. But 
I also think that I understand the 
confusion that people are seeing 
out there,” said attorney Travis 
Leach, who worked on Martell’s 
case. “Because some cases do 
look similar, but when you delve 
into the facts and circumstances 
there are some nuances that 
make them different.” 


The NCAA does not comment 
on specific waiver cases and 
rarely do schools, even when an 
athlete waives protection under 
federal privacy laws. 

“When appropriate, we do 
weigh in to educate about the 
process and give details we can, 
but we will not compromise per¬ 
sonal information for the sake of 
a better headline for us,” NCAA 
spokeswoman Emily James said. 

The absence of information 
leads to speculation. 

In Fields’ case, it was reported 
an incident involving a Georgia 
baseball player directing a racial 
slur at him during a football game 
last year was part of his waiver 
request. But the people who know 
for sure what case was made on 
behalf of Fields have never re¬ 
vealed that information publicly. 

Mars declined to give de¬ 
tails but said there was more to 
Fields’ case than what was widely 
speculated. 

“Time after time in the past 
year. I’ve seen college football 
fans accept as fact something 
someone else said on Twitter 
about the merits of a student- 
athlete’s waiver request or the 
NCAA’s decision to grant or deny 
the student-athlete a waiver,” 
Mars said. “Despite being clue¬ 
less about what the actual grounds 
were, or what evidence was sub¬ 
mitted to the NCAA to support a 
waiver, those fans seem to uncon¬ 
trollably jump to the conclusion 
that the NCAA made another hor¬ 
rible decision and start throwing 
rocks at the people in Indianapo¬ 
lis. In at least some of those cases, 
those angry fans might have been 
throwing their rocks in the wrong 
direction.” 
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Jordan Binnington’s evolution as the Blues' goaltender includes a 
notable stop at the Boston Bruins' AHL affiliate in Providence, R.l. 


Binnington owes 
resolve to Bruins 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — The resolve Jor¬ 
dan Binnington is showing in 
the playoffs was forged in Bruins 
black and gold. 

Now it’s being used to try to 
beat the organization that took 
him in. 

Binnington bounced back from 
a rough start to the Stanley Cup 
Final to make 21 saves in the St. 
Louis Blues’ Game 2 overtime 
victory that tied the best-of-seven 
series against Boston 
at 1-1. The 25-year- 
old rookie goaltender 
improved to 6-2 in the 
playoffs after a loss after 
being 6-0 in those situa¬ 
tions during the regular 
season. 

“Life of a goaltender,” 
Binnington said. “Just 
keep moving forward 
and regroup, just try to 
be there and give your 
team a chance to win. I 
keep that mindset.” 

Binnington’s life as a 
goaltender hasn’t been 
easy and it included a 
notable stop in Provi¬ 
dence with the Bru¬ 
ins’ American Hockey 
League affiliate. The 
NHL’s expansion to 
Vegas and a type of minor league 
musical chairs forced St. Louis to 
share an AHL team and it chose 
Ville Husso over Binnington for a 
goalie spot in San Antonio. 

Blues general manager Doug 
Armstrong asked other teams if 
anyone wanted an experienced 
goaltender in the minors, and 
Boston’s Don Sweeney and his 
staff called inquiring about Bin¬ 
nington. Despite better num¬ 
bers, Binnington played only 28 
games to Bruins prospect Zane 
McIntyre’s 47. 

“I certainly understood that 
the Boston organization was de¬ 
veloping their players, not ours,” 
said Armstrong, who expressed 
concern the Blues “failed” Bin¬ 
nington by farming him out to 
Providence. “So his numbers in¬ 
dicated that he maybe could’ve 


got more games in the net. He 
didn’t get those. It was difficult 
for him.” 

That difficult stretch helped 
Binnington get to this point. He 
won 17 games and had a 2.05 
goals-against average and .926 
save percentage. He also looks 
back fondly on his brief time in 
the Bruins’ organization he’s now 
trying to keep from winning the 
Stanley Cup. 

“They were nothing but good 
to me ... I’m very fortunate they 
took me in,” Binnington said. “I 
was fortunate to develop 
and grow there.” 

Binnington worked 
with Providence goal¬ 
tending coach Mike 
Dunham, a veteran of 11 
NHL seasons between 
the pipes. Binnington, 
who came out of nowhere 
this season to become 
a finalist for the Calder 
Trophy as rookie of the 
year and get the Blues 
into the playoffs and on 
a run, called Dunham a 
great influence. 

“You can learn from 
a guy who’s played like 
that and he showed 
some experience and 
maybe some pointers,” 
Binnington said. “It’s a 
lot of about just giving 
a goalie confidence, making him 
feel good because we’re here for a 
reason and we have our structure 
down. But you learn as you go 
and you can take something from 
everyone.” 

Jake Allen and Chad Johnson 
were forced to step aside for Bin¬ 
nington and the Blues climbed 
out of last place in the NHL back 
in January. Now he and the Blues 
head home with some momentum 
for Game 3 on Saturday night. 

Binnington’s stint with Provi¬ 
dence really didn’t teach his for¬ 
mer teammates now with the big 
Bruins much about how to beat 
him. Perhaps Dunham had some 
input on Boston shooting and 
scoring five-hole early in the se¬ 
ries, but it’s not like Connor Clif¬ 
ton, Matt Grzelcyk and Danton 
Heinen have a big book on him. 


'They 
were 
nothing 
but good 
to me... 
I’m very 
fortunate 
they took 
me in. ^ 

Jordan 

Binnington 

Blues goaltender 
on his time 
with the Bruins’ 
AHL affiliate in 
Providence 


Bringing the pain 

It didn’t take long for the hatred to build 



Michael Dwyer/AP 


The St. Louis Blues' Jaden Schwartz, right, defends against the 
Boston Bruins' Connor Clifton during the third period of Game 2 of 
the Stanley Cup Final on Wednesday in Boston. 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — There was blood 
in Game 2 of the Stanley Cup 
Final. And a possible head injury. 
And plenty of fresh bumps and 
bruises. 

The best-of-seven series be¬ 
tween the Boston Bruins and St. 
Louis Blues has turned decidedly 
nasty, and it only took two games. 
If that. 

Connor Clifton bloodied the 
Blues’ Tyler Bozak with a high 
stick, Oskar Sundqvist knocked 
the Bruins’ Matt Grzelcyk out of 
the game by ramming him into 
the glass and Robert Bortuzzo 
slashed Boston’s Jake DeBrusk 
between padding on his left arm 
before a faceoff, leaving him dou¬ 
bled over in pain. Former Blues 
captain David Backes crushed 
Sammy Blais with an open-ice 
hit just two nights after helmet¬ 
less Torey Krug skated down the 
ice and leveled the Blues’ Rob¬ 
ert Thomas with a body check. 
Thomas hasn’t played since. 

The NHL has consistently em¬ 
phasized skill and speed of late, 
but sometimes you can steam- 
roll your way to a playoff vic¬ 
tory, which the Blues did 3-2 in 
overtime Wednesday night to tie 
the series at a game apiece. The 
league still sells hatred, and it 
didn’t take long for that to build 
up between these heavy-hitting 
teams. 

“They’re aggressive, they’re 
big, they hit well and we’re a big 
team and we hit, so there’s going 
to be a lot of chirping, a lot of hit¬ 
ting going, a lot of scrums,” St. 
Louis forward Patrick Maroon 
said. 

At the moment, it is advantage 
St. Louis. The Blues outhustled 
the Bruins and delivered more 
blows in grabbing home-ice ad¬ 
vantage with Game 3 coming up 
Saturday night in St. Louis. 

“I think we’ve been doing that 
all playoffs, no? It’s just our style,” 
Sundqvist said. “That’s how we 
play and when we do it, we’re 
good, we’re winning pucks back 
and we’re creating offense. That’s 
part of our game.” 

Knowing that, Backes said the 
Bruins want to “match physical- 
ity, stare them in the eyes and 


go right through it when they’re 
trying to amp that up and have 
an answer at times when we have 
the opportunity to be physical on 
their guys.” 

St. Louis was credited with 49 
hits in a game filled with aches 
and pains. Sundqvist’s hit on 
Grzelcyk drew a boarding pen¬ 
alty and the Boston defenseman 
needed help to get off the ice. 
Blais and Jaden Schwartz also 
each ran into goaltender Tuukka 
Rask and both were whistled for 
interference. 

The Bruins weren’t shrinking 
violets, though. Featuring a blue 
line with four players 6 feet tall 
or shorter, Charlie McAvoy was 
throwing the body like someone 
not afraid to hit above his weight 
class. 

The hits continued to take 


their toll. The Blues were already 
without Thomas and defenseman 
Vince Dunn, and top-line winger 
Vladimir Tarasenko missed a big 
chunk of the second period. Bozak 
went down the tunnel to close the 
stick-induced cut on his face but 
returned not long after. 

Bozak was no worse for the 
wear. Just part of the cost of doing 
business. 

The same couldn’t be said for 
Grzelcyk, who went to the hospi¬ 
tal for tests. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins and 
Chicago Blackhawks sped their 
way to the Stanley Cup in recent 
years. The Blues are looking to 
follow in the heavy tracks of the 
champion Los Angeles Kings and 
Washington Capitals, who pound¬ 
ed their opponents on the way to 
the title. 



Charles Krupa/AP 


The Bruins' Matt Grzelcyk lies injured on the ice after a hit by the Blues' Oskar Sundqvist during the 
first period. Grzelcyk never returned to the game and Sundqvist was assessed a boarding penalty. 
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STANLEY CUP FINAL 


Scoreboard 


Stanley Cup Final 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
Boston 1, St. Louis 1 
Monday: Boston 4, St. Louis 2 
Wednesday: St. Louis 3, Boston 2, OT 
Saturday: at St. Louis. AFN-Sports2, 2 
a.m. Sunday GET; 9 a.m. Sunday JKT 
Monday, June 3: at St. Louis. AFN- 
Sports2,2 a.ni. Tuesday GET; 9 a.m. Tues¬ 
day JKT 

Thursday, June 6: at Boston. AFN- 
Sports2, 2 a.ni. Friday GET; 9 a.m. Friday 
JKT 

x-Sunday, June 9: at St. Louis. AFN- 
Sports2,2 a.m. Monday GET; 9 a.m. Mon¬ 
day JKT 

x-Wednesday, June 12: at Boston. 
AFN-Sports2,2 a.m. Thursday GET; 9 a.m. 
Thursday JKT 


Wednesday 

Blues 3, Bruins 2 (OT) 

St. Louis 2 0 0 1-3 

Boston 2 0 0 0—2 

First Period—1, Boston, Coyie 7 (De- 
Brusk, Pastrnak), 4:44 (pp). 2, St. Louis, 
Bortuzzo 2 (Gunnarsson, Bozak), 9:37. 3, 
Boston, Nordstrom 3 (Kuraly), 10:17.4, St. 
Louis, Tarasenko 10 (Schwartz), 14:55. 

Overtime—5, St. Louis, Gunnarsson 1 
(O’Reiiiy, Sundqvist), 3:51. 

Shots on Goai-St. Louis 10-14-9-4-37. 
Boston 8-6-9-23. 

Power-piay opportunities—St. Louis 0 
of 3; Boston 1 of 5. 

Goaiies—St. Louis, Binnington 13-8 (23 
shots-21 saves). Boston, Rask 13-6 (37- 
34). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:53. 


Scoring ieaders 


19 7 9 16 


Logan Couture, SJ 
Brad Marchand, BOS 
laden Schwartz, STL 
David Pastrnak, BOS 

Brent Burns, SJ 20 5 11 16 

ErikKarlsson, SJ 19 2 14 16 

Viadimir Tarasenko, STL 21 10 5 15 

Tomas HertI, SJ 19 10 5 15 

Timo Meier, SJ 20 5 10 15 

Ryan O’Reiiiy, STL 21 3 12 15 

Mikko Rantanen, COL 12 6 8 14 

David Krejci, BOS 19 4 10 14 

5 tied with 13 pts. 


Calendar 

May 27-June 1 — NHL scouting com¬ 
bine, Buffalo, N.Y. 

June 15 — Last possible day for Stan¬ 
ley Cup Final. 

June 20 — NHL general managers 
meetings, Vancouver, British Columbia. 

June 21-22 - NHL Draft, Vancouver, 
British Columbia. 

Juiy 1 — Free agency begins noon 
EDT. 

Oct. 26 — Tim Hortons NHL Heritage 
Classic, Calgary vs. Winnipeg, Regina, 
Saskatchewan. 


Blues even series in overtime 



Charles Krupa/AP 


The winning shot by the St. Louis Blues’ Carl Gunnarsson sails into the goal past Bruins goaltender 
Tuukka Rask as Torey Krug watches during overtime Wednesday of Game 2 of the Stanley Cup Final in 
Boston. The Blues finished with 37 shots while evening the best-of-seven series at one game apiece. 


By Jimmy Golen 
Associated Press 

BOSTON — Blues defenseman 
Carl Gunnarsson bumped into 
coach Craig Berube in the bath¬ 
room before the start of overtime 
and told him: “I just need one 
more.” 

“He hit the post in the third 
there, and he just felt good about 
himself, obviously. Which he 
should have,” Berube said. “I 
liked hearing it.” 

After clanging the potential 
winner off the post in the final 
two minutes of regulation, Gun¬ 
narsson scored on a delayed pen¬ 
alty 3:51 into overtime to give 
St. Louis a 3-2 victory over the 
Boston Bruins and tie the Stanley 
Cup Final at a game apiece. 

Jordan Binnington made 21 
saves, and Robert Bortuzzo and 
Vladimir Tarasenko scored in 
regulation to send a game in the 
championship series to overtime 
for the first time since 2016. 

It was the Blues’ first victory in 
the Stanley Cup Final in franchise 
history after 13 straight losses. 

“I guess that’s a little bonus 
and pretty cool if you think about 
it that way,” Gunnarsson said. 
“We’re pretty sure we’re not 
going to stop here.” 

Charlie Coyle and Joakim Nor¬ 
dstrom scored and Tuukka Rask 
made 34 saves for Boston, which 
won 4-2 in Game 1 on Monday 
night for its eighth straight post¬ 
season victory. 

Gunnarsson also assisted on 
Bortuzzo’s first-period goal and 
then hit the post behind Rask with 
about 2 minutes left in regula¬ 
tion. In the final minute, Boston’s 


David Pastrnak had a chance off 
a faceoff, but Binnington turned 
it away. 

“Would have loved to have it in 
the third, but who cares?” Gun¬ 
narsson said on the ice moments 
after the victory. “It’s great, tak¬ 
ing this home.” 

After a furious first period that 
ended in a 2-all tie, the teams 
went on defense in the second. 
Despite four penalties, including 
a high-sticking, blood-drawing 


double-minor against Boston’s 
Connor Clifton, neither team was 
able to score. 

It stayed tied through a hard¬ 
hitting third period, with both 
teams failing to convert good 
scoring chances. 

But after the break, it was all 
Blues. 

Boston did not get off a shot 
in overtime, and the Eastern 
Conference champs struggled 
to clear it out of their own zone. 


Alexander Steen drew a hooking 
penalty in front of the net, and 
the Blues pulled Binnington for 
an extra skater. 

Gunnarsson worked it around 
to the blue line, passed it to Oskar 
Sundqvist and then got it back for 
a rifle shot over Rask’s stick side 
into the corner of the net. 

“He got a second chance at it 
and made the most of it,” forward 
Brayden Schenn said. “The boys 
are happy for him.” 



Charles Krupa/AP 


The St. Louis Blues’ Robert Bortuzzo, right, tangles with the Bruins’ 
Joakim Nordstrom during the second period of Game 2. Nordstrom 
scored one of the Bruins’ goals in Wednesday’s 3-2 overtime loss. 


Bruins’ top line has just one 
goal through first two games 


Yeah, we need to do better. We can’t play 
like that. We can control the mistakes that 
are made. ’ 

Brad Marchand 

Bruins forward, on first line’s lack of productivity 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — The Bruins’ eight- 
game playoff win streak ended 
with a thud, marred by missed 
opportunities and continued fu¬ 
tility from their best players. 

One of the hottest teams in the 
NHL over the past two rounds of 
the playoffs, Boston was beaten 
up during its 3-2 overtime loss to 
the Blues in Game 2 of the Stanley 
Cup Final on Wednesday night. 

Carl Gunnarsson’s goal gave 
St. Louis the victory, but it came 
after the Bruins’ top line was shut 
down again. Boston had to get a 
boost from its fourth line to keep 
pace with an invigorated Blues 
attack. 

The Bruins head to St. Louis 
suddenly facing questions of how 
to jump-start their offense after 
watching their dynamic scorers 
silenced for the second straight 
game. Game 3 is Saturday night. 

“Missed opportunity,” Bru¬ 
ins coach Bruce Cassidy said. 
“They seemed to play with more 
urgency tonight than they did in 
the first game. They didn’t allow 


us to get the space. As a result, we 
didn’t seem to win as many races 
as we did in Game 1 to the pucks. 
Some of that is on us.” 

St. Louis allowed only first- 
period goals by Charlie Coyle 
and Joakim Nordstrom and lim¬ 
ited Boston’s first line of Patrice 
Bergeron, Brad Marchand and 
David Pastrnak to seven shots on 
net. 

Through the first two games, 
the trio is a combined minus-7 
when they are on the ice. They 
still don’t have an even-strength 
point in the series. Marchand has 
the only goal between them, an 
empty netter in the closing min¬ 
utes of Game 1. 

“Yeah, we need to do better. We 
can’t play like that,” Marchand 
said. “We can control the mis¬ 


takes that are made.” 

During the winning streak, 
Boston held a 32-11 scoring mar¬ 
gin, scored a startling 34.5% of 
the time on the power play and 
limited opponents to 3.8% with 
the man advantage (l-for-26). 
Goaltender Tuukka Rask also 
was a virtual wall between the 
pipes, with a 1.38 goals-against 
average and two shutouts. Six of 
Boston’s eight wins also came by 
two or more goals. 

None of it mattered in Game 2. 

Despite being handed five 
power-play opportunities for the 
second time in as many games, 
Boston’s lone power-play goal 
came 3:55 into the game when 
Coyle capitalized on a goaltender 
interference penalty called on 
Blues’ winger Sammy Blais. 
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All evened up 

Gunnarsson’s OT goal lifts Blues 
to Game 2 victory » nhl, Page 63 


NBA 



World' champions 


Finals between Raptors, Warriors 
has a distinctly international feel 


By Tim Reynolds 
Associated Press 


The first NBA Finals to be played outside 
of the United States will showcase the 
league’s rapid overseas growth. Pictured, 
clockwise from top: Serge Ibaka (Congo), 
Marc Gasol (Spain), Masai Ujiri (Nigeria), 
Jonas Jerebeko (Sweden), Pascal Siakam 
(Cameroon) and Chris Boucher (Canada). 

AR TNS photos 


TORONTO 

S ometime in the next couple of weeks, either the Toron¬ 
to Raptors or the Golden State Warriors will proclaim 
themselves to be world champions. 

They won’t be true “world” champions, of course. 
But these NBA Finals have a very distinct interna¬ 
tional feel. 

Game 1 of the series on Thursday was played in Canada, the 
first time a finals game was played outside the U.S. Raptors Pres¬ 
ident Masai Ujiri was born in Nigeria. There are players from 
eight countries — the U.S., along with Canada (Chris Boucher), 
Spain (Marc Gasol), Britain (OG Anunoby), Cameroon (Pascal 
Siakam), Congo (Serge Ibaka), Australia (Andrew Bogut) and 
Sweden (Jonas Jerebko). 

“It says a lot that the first NBA Finals outside of Amer¬ 
ica is being played here,” Ujiri said. “Maybe one day 
it will be real ‘world champions’ or something, 
but this is what we dream of.” 

It’s even a homecoming of sorts for War¬ 
riors guard Stephen Curry, again. 


No. 1-ranked Osaka tops Azarenka in second round » French Open, Page 60 











